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PREFACE. 



T T AVING by the mercy and good providence 
of God been connected with the Jamaica 
Wesleyan Mission, as one of the Missionaries, 
during an unbroken period of forty-five years, it has 
been suggested to me by several of my Ministerial 
brethren, that a brief narrative of Wesleyan 
Mission work in the Island, drawn up by me, 
might be interesting, and to some extent advan- 
tageous to the cause of Christian Missions, by 
exciting gratitude to the Great Head of the 
Church, for general and special blessings conferred 
on this sphere of Missionary labour, godly love, 
and self-denying liberality. 

In compliance with such request, and under a 
conviction of duty, I have endeavoured carefully 
to review and condense, in the following pages, 
many of the incidental and historic evidences, in 
addition to those of my own records, showing the 
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progress and consolidation of the Wesleyan 
Churches and Schools in Jamaica. 

I ask permission to dedicate this little volume 
to the Secretariat of the Wesleyan Missionary 
Society, and to my beloved fellow-labourers, now 
in this important and delightful field of Missionary 
enterprise. 

To the Christian public, and to the friends of 
all Christian Missions, these reminiscences are 
offered in thankfulness to God for the sympathy 
they have manifested in the great work of 
evangelization ; and as affording proof that their 
prayers for the spread of the Gospel, and for the 
Saviours presence and power, with the labourers 
in His vineyard, have been heard and answered. 

Henry Blaine Foster, 

Wesleyan Missionary^ Beechamville, 
1 88 1 . St. A nn^s, Jamaica, 
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CHAPTER I. 

Dr. Coke Lands in Jamaica — Commencement of Mission — Rev. 
W. Hammett — Wm. Harris — John Farrier, Esq. — Jubilee 
Meeting — Wesley Chapel — ^Dr. Coke's Further Visits — Revs. 
Fish and Campbell— St. Thomas-in-the-East—Fish's Letter— 
Dr. Munn — Rev. W. Fowler — Manchioneal — ^Number of 
Members in 1802 — ^Dr. Coke dies at Sea — Memorial to House 
of Assembly — Mrs. Buigar — Jamaica made a District — Rev. 
W. Ratcliffe's Letters— St. Ann's Bay— Revs. Peter Duncan 
and R. Young— Stoney Hill — Miss Racster — Port Rojral — 
Revs. Barry and Kerr — Ebenezer Chapel — School-House — 
Deaths of Revs. Ratcliffe, Paricin, and Grimsdall — Falmouth 
— First Auxiliary Report — Spanish Town Circuit — Rev. W. 
Box — Savanna-la-Mar — Revs. Saxton and Vowles — Revs. 
Corlett, Walters, and Rowden. 

THE commencement of the Jamaica Mission 
by the Wesleyan body was the result of an 
extraordinary dispensation of Divine Providence 
in connection with the history of Rev. Dr. Coke, 
justly styled the Pioneer of Wesleyan Missions. 
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This devoted man of God was on his missionary 
voyage to Nova Scotia, when, contrary to the 
intentions and calculations of all on board, the 
ship was driven by stress of weather to the Island 
of Antigua. The blessed results which followed 
this deviation from the intended course lead to 
the conclusion that it was a clear proof " the steps 
of a good man are ordered by the Lord, and He 
delighteth in his way." After visiting Antigua, 
spending a short period, and leaving a " sweet 
savour of Christ *' in that island, he embarked for 
Jamaica, and landed in Port Royal on January' 
19th, 1789. The Doctor preached several times 
in Kingston, meeting with violent opposition, and 
disturbance in preaching, by the ungodly ; but 
from many others he obtained favour and pro- 
tection, and the Word of Life from his lips was 
thankfully listened to. 

On the return of Dr. Coke to England, he secured 
the appointment of the Rev. William Hammett, 
as the first Wesleyan Missionary for Jamaica, who 
arrived in August 1789, to labour in Kingston. 
The first Methodist class formed, consisted of eight 
members, one of whom the writer well remembers 
as a fine Christian black man, enfeebled with age. 
He had been a useful class-leader, and was highly 
respected in the Kingston society. His name was 
William Harris. And at the celebration of the 
Jubilee of the Jamaica Wesleyan Mission, held in 
the large and splendid Wesley Chapel, Thames 
Street, Kingston, in 1839, Father Harris, as he 
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was then called, was assisted, by the writer and 
others, up the lofty platform steps, that he might 
have a seat among us. His presence was gratify- 
ing, as a living witness of the good fruit of mission 
work (his past life and usefulness being well 
known to many in the large audience), and as a 
surviving connecting link between the early seed 
time and the ripening harvest. He was then on 
the verge of realizing the promise, " Thou shalt 
come to thy grave in a full age, like as a shock 
of com Cometh in in his season." He exchanged 
mortality for life at the close of that year. The 
writer may be forgiven for saying he feels a kind 
of spiritual electricity vibrating in his soul when 
he thinks of having supported the arm and 
shaken the hand which in its early vigour was 
held in Christian brotherhood by the Rev. Doctor 
Coke in Jamaica. 

The Chairman of that Jubilee Meeting was 
another deservedly esteemed and devoted Wes- 
leyan Leader, who was also an efficient Local 
Preacher and Circuit Steward, John Farrier, Esq. 
The attendance was about 1000 people, and the 
amount subscribed ;£^400, the Chairman facetiously 
promising that every subscriber of **one doubloon" 
should be styled " Jubilee Esquire " in the list of 
donors. In this noble chapel, with its spacious 
galleries, " 1 800 to 2000 hearers can be accom- 
modated with the greatest ease." It was at that 
time the noblest chapel in the British West 
Indies. Its dimensions are 84 by 74 feet, height 
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42 feet, with two rows of handsome fluted 
columns, supporting the gallery and the roof, 
with mahogany pulpit, ascended by spiral 
mahogany stairs. It was opened by the Revs. 
Home and Young, December 21st, 1823, with 
large and respectable congregations, the collec- 
tions at the services amounting to £Zo. 

The building had cost fully jfi'gooo sterling, 
which was all raised in the Island, many wealthy 
contributors, not in connection with the Society, 
giving liberally, to show their good-will. The 
foundation-stone was laid July i8th, 1822. 

In 1826, the Rev. Peter Duncan fitted up and 
repaired some old buildings on the premises, at 
a cost of about £60y to accommodate 300 Sab- 
bath-school children. But in 1843 a substantial 
brick school-house was erected contiguous to the 
chapel. 

It will be seen that the Wesleyan Missionary 
Committee had followed the very remarkable 
providential opening for the spread of the Gospel 
among the sable sons and daughters of Africa, 
whose bodies were held in slavery, while their 
souls were perishing for lack of knowledge. 
Doctor Coke himself revisited the Island in 1791, 
preaching in Kingston, Spanish Town, Port 
Royal, and other places, and then sailed for 
Charleston, South Carolina. We find him again, 
in 1792-93, on the north side of Jamaica, preach- 
ing at Martha Brae and elsewhere, meeting with 
persecution from some and encouragement and 
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hospitality from others. In Kingston, the Doctor 
found that " the Society of Freemasons were very 
desirous to obtain our chapel on the Parade for 
a Lodge. They prevailed on two of the creditors 
to demand payment of their loans in order to 
oblige us to sell the chapeL Dr. Coke adds, ' The 
money was advanced out of my own private 
property/ and forms part of the balance due to 
him, which he gave up to the cause." — Letter from 
Thomas Marriott^ Esq, " Wesley an Magazine^ 1844. 

The large and fertile parish of St-Thomas- 
in-the-East was visited by our missionaries at a 
very early period. The Revs. Messrs. Fish and 
Campbell both preached there. The Rev. W. C. 
Hsh was one of four missionaries selected by Dr. 
Coke and sent out to Jamaica, with the sanction 
and approval of Mr. Wesley, in 1792. He 
laboured successfully, at times under great difficul- 
ties, thirteen years in the Island, when, in June 
1805, he was compelled by a broken constitution 
to return home. Death had still further reduced 
the missionary band, and persecution raged against 
the survivors. 

A brief but interesting memoir of Mr. Fish is 
published in the Wesley an Magazine^ in which it is 
stated that " he left a brief narrative of his Jamaica 
mission." As that narrative is now out of print, 
we select one incident given in the memoir as 
narrated by him, illustrative of the work and its 
dangers at that time. 

*^ Kingston. — ^A prayer-meeting was held every 
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Tuesday evening, in a large room in a house occu- 
pied by a person of colour. One evening, some 
young fellows (whites), by the courtesy of Jamaica 
called ' gentlemen,' made a great disturbance, and 
broke part of the little furniture which our poor 

friend possessed. One of them, named B , 

loudly threatened to pull down the house on the 
next Tuesday evening, if the Methodists should 
dare to hold a prayer-meeting there. But, see 
the hand of God ! The very next Tuesday even- 
ing, before the time came for holding the prayer- 
meeting, he was carried to his grave. The house 
in which he died was opposite to that in which 
the prayer- meeting was held, and was found too 
small to accommodate the company expected to 
attend the funeral. A very civil request was sent 
to our friend, for the use, on the occasion, of his 
large room. As the funeral was to take place at 
an earlier hour than that fixed for the prayer- 
meeting, the request was readily granted ; and 

thus it happened that Mr. B 's corpse lay in 

the house which, only one week before, he had 
declared he would on that evening level with the 
ground. His companions were so awed by the 
occurrence, that they made no more disturbance, 
and for some time we had peace." 

Another extract from Mr. Fish's narrative will 
be read with interest. ** In 1 796, the Bishop of 
London, in whose diocese the West Indian Islands 
were considered to be, sent out a pious clergyman. 
Dr. Munn, as a missionary to the negroes in 
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Jamaica. I could not see him, as I was more 
than a hundred miles distant ; but being informed 
by my brother missionary in Kingston of his 
arrival and character, I addressed a letter to him, 
and soon received a most affectionate answer. It 
breathes so completely the spirit of the man of 
God, that I cannot refrain from copying it : — 



«< 



My dear Brother, — I received your letter, but why 
a perfect stranger should be blessed with the prayers of 
God's children, though personally unknown, is a mystery 
only to be accounted for on the principles of our holy 
religion, which declares that we are brethren by adoption 
and grace. Thanks be unto God that He is our Father, 
though Abraham be ignorant of us, and Israel acknow- 
ledge us not. O let your never-ceasing prayers come up 
before Him that will not shut them out in my behalf 
We have a great harvest before us in this d^enerate 
country; and the diligent, faithful, and disinterested 
labourers are few. But God has promised, and we have 
prayed that He would send more into His vineyard. 
And who knows, but that God may be about to give us 
all that we asked for years before, and that the time to 
favour Zion is at hand ? Therefore let us, in the face of 
all opposition, stand to our arms, and be ^ithfiil unto 
death, using the spiritual weapons put into our hands as 
good soldiers of Jesus Christ It is better to wear out 
than to rust out in the Master's worL Go on, my 
brother, — work for, and be strong in the Lord, and He 
shall establish your heart. I am so relaxed myself that 
I can scarce use my pen, but I hope nevertheless to see 
you sooner or later at Mont^o Bay. I bless God that 
He has a few witnesses for Himself in this Island, whom 
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I sincerely love. Lord, hasten the day when, all partitions 
being removed, the sheep of Christ will be enclosed in 
one fold, under Himself the Great Shepherd and Bishop 
of our souls. Let us all set our shoulders to the walls of 
partition, and down with them, even to the ground ! You 
have doubtless heard that I have not been without oppo- 
sition, and some difficulties, since my arrival ; but this is 
as nothing, compared to what I came prepared to meet. 
I hope to live without wilful cause of offence ; but 
offences must come, and woe be to us when all men 
shall speak well of us. But while the devil wars, our Lord 
will triumph. If you come my way, I shall be glad to 
see you, and to be better acquainted with you. Daring 
my late stay in Spanish Town, I preached twice. The 
Governor showed me every mark of respect, by introduc- 
ing me to his friends at a public dinner, and laying my 
authorities in a public way before the House of Assem- 
bly for their sanction. That God may preserve you in 
heart and life, with a single eye to His glory, is the 
prayer of, 

** * My dear brother, 

"'Your unworthy fellow-labourer, 

" * Richard Munn.' " 

Mr. Munn preached only five times, and was 
cut off by yellow-fever. 

In 1798, Dr. Coke sent out the Rev. William 
Fowler, who laboured at Manchioneal. After 
giving an account of his journey there, in July, 
on horseback, and being drenched by rain, he 
says : " The Sunday following I opened my com- 
mission at the Bay, to a very respectable audience. 
After the preaching, a company of gentlemen 
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repaired to a tavern, to consider the subject of 
the preaching. The result was that a military 
officer was deputed to wait on me, to report that 
the gentlemen approved of the doctrines of 
Methodism, and were ready to afford it their 
liberal support. Each gentleman engaged to 
subscribe five guineas per annum, and, if neces- 
sary, to double the subscription." Mr. Fowler's 
health soon broke down, and he was compelled 
by doctor's orders to return to England in the 
following year. He says, " How gladly would I 
spend and be spent for my kind friends in Jamaica ! 
I leave this Island with much greater grief than 
when I left my native land." 

In 1 802 the number of members in the Island 
stood thus: Kingston, 500; St. Thomas-in-the- 
East, including Morant Bay, Manchioneal, etc., 1 00. 

We may here notice that the venerable Dr. 
Coke, the founder of our Jamaica Mission, died 
on board the ship in which he was sailing to 
India, with Revs. Clough and Harvard. The 
beloved Doctor was found dead in his cabin, on 
the morning of May 3rd, 18 14. His body was 
committed to the silent deep, to the intense grief 
of his distressed and bereaved fellow- voyagers. 

In 1 8 16, the Brethren Wiggins, Shipman, and 
White, found it necessary to memorialize the 
House of Assembly, on behalf of themselves and 
fellow-labourers, stating their connection with the 
Methodist body in Great Britain, and that their 
avowed and real object was to render their hearers, 
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in temper and conduct, upright and humble Chris- 
tians ; that they were wholly unconnected with 
politics, and that they were conscious of most 
unimpeachable integrity and disinterestedness ; 
but that they had suffered much opposition in 
their endeavours to exercise their calling. The 
memorialists assure the Honourable House that 
they are clearly and fully persuaded their doctrines 
and discipline, with their manner of enforcing 
them, have a direct and powerful tendency to 
promote general concord, as seen in the effects of 
their labours in the reformed lives and humble 
and peaceable deportment of hundreds of their 
people. They offer cheerfully to lay before the 
House their form of government, — appoint- 
ments and duties of all their officers, etc. Of 
this memorial, Mr. Shipman writes that " it was 
graciously received ; " and also says : " In conse- 
quence of this, I have been examined on oath before 
a Committee of the House. I believe the examina- 
tion gave them satisfaction respecting our inten- 
tions, doctrines, and discipline." 

In the same year the following record appeared 
in the Jamaica Royal Gazette, of October 6th : — " It 
was resolved by the Magistrates and Vestry of 
St. Thomas-in-the-East that the acting Church- 
warden do pay to Mrs. Burgar, widow of the late 
Rev. John Burgar, Wesleyan Missionary, the sum 
of ;£^ioo sterling, as a testimony of the sense they 
have of the said Mr. Burgar's good conduct, during 
the time he had charge of the Society of Wesleyan- 



WESLEYAN-METHODISM IN JAMAICA, ii 

Methodists at Morant Bay." In the obituary of 
Mr. Burgar we learn that " the Lord blessed his 
labours in the island of Jamaica, especially at 
Morant Bay, where he joined above two hundred 
members to the Society in about nine months. 
He died on the ist August, aged twenty-eight 
years.*' In this year, 1816, Jamaica was made a 
Mission District with four Circuits. And in 1 8 1 7 
it had five Circuits, which stood thus, as appointed 
by the English Conference, in August: — 

Kingston — George Johnstone, William Ratcliffe. 

Spanish Town — ^John Hudson. 

Morant Bay — ^John Wiggins. 

Grateful Hill — ^James Underbill. 

Montego Bay and Falmouth — ^John Shipman, 
James Home. 

In 1 8 18, we find the same five Circuits with 
9 missionaries and 5,487 members. 

A letter from Mr. Ratcliffe, written to the 
Rev. George Marsden, from "Kingston, Chapel 
House,** in 1 8 1 7, says : " Here I find myself sur- 
rounded with a peaceable, pious, affectionate, and 
zealous people, amounting to upwards of 2,000. 
Our chapel is an airy building, and although it 
has been enlarged by taking in the large * band- 
room,' yet it is by no means sufficient to contain 
the vast multitudes of people who desire to hear 
the word of salvation. When I see them, on the 
Sabbath, pouring forth from the mountains and 
streets leading to our chapel, I think of the 
prophet's grateful inquiry, * Who are these that 
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fly as a cloud, and as doves to their windows ? ' 
Many come eight or ten, and some twenty miles. 
My soul is frequently overwhelmed with adoring 
thankfulness in beholding the energy and influence 
of the Word of God among them. While I am 
directing them to the bleeding Saviour, many of 
them become so affected that, unable to resist the 
impressions, they fall prostrate before the Lord, 
and cry aloud for mercy. Last Sunday, May 2Sth, 
I preached from the descent of the Holy Spirit. 
The Lord was evidently present ; five persons fell 
down under the Word, and all their cry was, * Me 
vile sinner, — mercy, O Jesus ! Massa Jesus, mercy 
on me ! * Thank God, Class and Band-meetings 
are now well attended. Many of our people, 
both blacks and coloured, are well acquainted 
with the comforts and experience of Christian 
life. But what, sir, are the labours of the present 
Missionaries ,in a country so extensive ? I hope, 
dear sir, we shall soon have the pleasure of hailing 
at least three experienced, judicious, and zealous 
missionaries on the shores of Jamaica." 

Another communication from the same Mis- 
sionary may be added, dated "Morant Bay, 
February 13 th, 1820:" — ^**At ten o'clock I read 
prayers, and preached to a very crowded congre- 
gation, chiefly negroes from surrounding estates, 
whose clean appearance and deep attention would 
have excited peculiar emotions in a person just 
arrived from England. But to me these things 
are not rare or novel in their appearance, having 



IVESLEYAN-METHODISM IN JAMAICA. 13 

witnessed a variety of solid proofs of the progress 
of truth and civilization amongst this once degraded 
people. 

" Friday, 2Sth. — I left Morant Bay to visit the 
country parts of the Circuit ; reached Bath at 
twelve o'clock ; went with Dr. West, one of the 
oldest magistrates in the parish, and a sincere 
lover of good men, to examine the house lately 
purchased for a chapel. We have 600 members 
on the neighbouring estates. Bath is a very 
delightful place; situated at the bottom of an 
exceeding high mountain, which stretches along 
nearly as far as Holland Bay. The bath, the 
water of which would boil an egg, is much visited. 

" 27th. — Preached twice at Manchioneal to 
very crowded congregations ; the people are much 
in earnest, and numbers are desirous of joining 
our Society. 

"April 1 2th. — Yesterday I went to Yallahs 
Bay to purchase a piece of land for a chapel. In 
the afternoon I rode to Pomfret, and gave direc- 
tions for the building of a temporary chapel, 
which has since been completed, and forms the 
station of a single brother. It has the appearance 
of an African settlement, and has received the 
name of ^Providence! There are 322 members 
in that Society, and the prospect is encouraging. 

" Dec. 26th. — Morant Bay. Yesterday being 
Christmas Day, I preached three times and read 
prayers ; in the morning at five o'clock a large 
congregation assembled, and in the evening, 
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particularly, the chapel was filled. My soul was 
much comforted, and I would hope that good was 
done." 

Mr. RatcHffe continues his letter in the form of a 
journal, and his next entry is dated "Montego Bay, 
January 21st, 1821:" — "The District Meeting 
closed on the 1 5th. Increase of members, about 
400, I left Kingston on the i6th, in company 
with Brother Shipman, for Montego Bay, to which 
place I had been appointed. 

"Feb. 23rd. — My congregation at Blue Hole 
was about 170, besides children. On my way 
home, called on Mr. Light, Moravian Missionary, 
and was much refreshed in spirit. 

" March loth. — Took tea with Jeremiah Brown, 
Esq., a respectable merchant, who was particularly 
kind to the late venerable Dr. Coke, on his first 
visit to Montego Bay. 

" April 6th. — I set off at 2 A.M. for St Ann's 
Bay, the chief town of the beautiful parish of St. 
Ann, and arrived at 6 p.m., a distance of fifty-six 
miles. Previously to my arrival, .Counsellor Drew 
addressed a letter to the Custos, explanatory of 
the Methodist doctrines ; and I had a conver- 
sation with him on the Toleration Law. I took 
the oaths prescribed by the law of 1812. I 
preached twice and read prayers on the Sabbath, 
and every night during my stay ; and formed a 
society of twenty members. I am certain it will 
form a most important acquisition to our cause 
in Jamaica." 
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In this year, 1821, two other valuable Mis- 
sionaries arrived in the Island, Revs. Peter 
Duncan and Robert Young ; but two experienced 
and honoured brethren died before the close of 
the year, the Revs. George Johnstone and James 
Underbill. 

In 1 824-5, Mr. Young was stationed at Stoney 
Hill, as part of the Kingston Circuit, of which he 
writes as follows : — " Providence employed me as 
its humble instrument in commencing the Society. 
I preached the first sermon, formed the first class, 
and gave the first ticket at Stoney Hill. I also 
had the great pleasure of seeing in the Circuit, 
before I left it, 12 Leaders and 565 members, 
and our rules in full operation." The Rev. T. C. 
Morgan reports upwards of forty added to this 
Society in 1827. 

One of the very interesting and edifying subjects 
for a memoir (but few of which are recorded) is 
found in the Wesleyan Magazine, It is that of 
Miss Sarah Racster, of Kingston, written by the 
Rev. Robert Young. This young lady, from being 
a gay and fashionable worldling, became soundly 
converted to God, by the instrumentality of 
Methodism. She was appointed the Leader of 
two classes in Kingston, — the first in 1 8 1 7, and 
the next in 182 1 ; and in 1822, the Memoir 
states, "When we obtained an opening at Port 
Royal, she exerted herself to collect a class there, 
which she very soon accomplished, and continued 
to visit the place regularly at her own expense. 
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Having now three large classes in charge, she felt 
herself fully employed, — for being in affluent 
circumstances, she spent nearly all her time in 
visiting and instructing her people, or in trying 
to obtain more, as her delicate constitution allowed. 
As a class-leader she was very successful. The 
Lord blessed her labours, and the number of her 
members so greatly increased that two respectable 
classes were taken from them, and given to other 
Leaders. This * Israelite indeed ' ended her pro- 
bationary state in Kingston, January 26th, 1826, 
in her thirty-ninth year." 

Of the week-night services in Kingston Mr. 
Duncan writes : — "June iSth, 1826. — In this city 
we have but two chapels, and we are forced to 
have them both open for week-night preaching at 
the same time. The average of the two congre- 
gations, taken together, is not less than 2,500, 
and the number of hearers on the Lord's Day is 
evidently on the increase." 

In 1827, Messrs. Barry and Kerr being stationed 
in Kingston, with a membership in the Circuit of 
4,182, additional chapel accommodation and more 
labourers were urgently called for. The foun- 
dation-stone of a third chapel was laid on the 
2 1 St October, on a piece of ground west of 
the city, given by Abraham Riettid, Esq., a 
Hebrew gentleman. The company gathered on 
this occasion was computed at 8,000. The 
ministers present were Revs. Barry, Kerr, Murray, 
Morgan, and Duncan. The chapel, which was 
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opened for Divine service in the latter part of 
the following year, is a plain, substantial brick 
building, of good . workmanship, sixty feet by 
forty-five, with a large burial-ground, in which, 
up to the present time, many of the members of 
our Mission family have been interred. A neat 
gallery on two sides, and across the east end, was 
erected by Rev. J. Edney, in 1843. And subse- 
quently a good and respectable school-house was 
added, giving to the entire premises of Ebenezer 
Chapel a creditable appearance, seen on driving 
out of Kingston by the Spanish Town road. 
This school-house has since been destroyed by 
the cyclone. 

In 1827, three Missionaries died ; these were 
the Revs. Ratcliffe, Parkin, and Grimsdall, the 
latter of whom had been twice cruelly imprisoned 
in the common jail at St. Ann's Bay, — the second 
time being in June, that year, — for preaching the 
Gospel. His death was believed to have been 
accelerated by the sufferings he had endured in 
the prison. During his ministry at St. Ann's 
Bay, the number of members rose from "301 to 
646," and it is reported, " A more genuine work 
of God the Island had never witnessed." 

In February 1827 Mr. Ratcliffe took a long 
and fatiguing ride, from Spanish Town to Accom- 
pong, in Saint Elizabeth's, to visit the Maroons 
there, 350 in number. "He died on the isth 
August, after a short but severe illness, at Port 
Antonio. He had laboured in the Island from 

2 
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1816 successfully. As a minister of the Gospel 
of Christ, and as a Christian, his piety, united 
with attractive manners, gained him general esteem. 
His death was triumphant, and his last expres- 
sions were those of confidence and joy." Mr. 
Parkin, who preached Mr. Ratcliffe's funeral 
sermon, died in the month following. * 

The Rev. Mr. Orton writes from Montego 
Bay, May ist, 1827. — "Falmouth is a station of 
very great importance, as to its situation, being 
nearly at equal distance from Montego Bay and 
St. Ann's Bay. Its spiritual state is prosperous ; 
present number in Society, about 140." In 1828 
there were 12 Missionaries, 10 Circuits, and 1 1,682 
members, showing an increase on the previous year 
of 708 in the district. 

An interesting record of progress now lies 
before the writer. It is the " First Report of the 
Wesleyan-Methodist Missionary Auxiliary Society 
for the Jamaica District, for the year ended 
30th June, 1829. Printed by Alex. Aikman, Jun., 
printer to the King's Most Excellent Majesty, and 
to the Honourable House of Assembly, Jamaica." 
After giving a brief epitome of the " General " or 
Parent " Report," printed in London, this local 
issue says : — " It affords the Committee of the 
Jamaica Auxiliary peculiar pleasure to be able 
to state that in the West Indies the most astonish- 
ing success attends the preaching of the Gospel ; 
and that the best moral and religious effects have 
been produced among the once superstitious and 
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demoralized descendants of Ham." Then comes 
a paragraph, evidently written under feelings of 
ardent gratitude and great astonishment : « The 
general income of the Wesleyan-Missionary 
Society for the last year is unprecedented, — no 
less than £^ 0,000 sterling ! ! Thank God. No 
missionary bankruptcy. The work is the Lord's, 
the silver and the gold are His." The lists in this 
report are for two years, 1828-9, Saving in the 
aggregate a "grand total of ^^625 5^. 10^.," old 
currency. 

"In 1829 there were thirteen Missionaries;" 
and the report states, " an additional number of 
Missionaries is expected daily, to occupy several 
new stations." 

The successes at this period would have been 
far greater if men and money could have been 
had. Mr. Barry writes from Spanish Town, April 
19th, 1828: — "The prospect at Old Harbour 
is encouraging. Several have joined us. A lady 
offers land for a chapel ; a few pounds are 
already subscribed, and I think I could erect a 
chapel for ;£^400 currency." Rev. W. Box writes 
from Savanna-la-Mar, Dec. 22nd, 1829: — "Our 
infant cause here is advancing. During last 
quarter we added nine to the Society. It de- 
lights me to hear from some of them what God 
hath done for their souls. Mr. A. DeLeon, junr., 
has established a school for poor children." 

In the same year Rev. W. Wood writes from 
Stoney Hill : — " Our people manifest great eager- 
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ness for the means of grace, and often come 
before the time. Our last love-feast was one 
of the happiest seasons I ever enjoyed. The 
time was taken up throughout, and many gave 
their experience in a rational and scriptural 
manner." 

Two of the Missionaries, Revs. William Saxton 
and James Vowles, died in 1830. "Mr. Saxton 
was sent out to Jamaica in 1829. His earnest 
and affectionate manner of preaching endeared 
him to the persons among whom he laboured ; 
and for his active and unwearied exertions to 
improve the rising generation, he will long be 
remembered. He died in the Lord, at Bellemont, 
November 27th, in the twenty-seventh year of his 
age, and the second of his itinerancy." 

Mr. Vowles " was a native of Bath in England. 
When he was about fifteen years of age, he 
obtained redemption in the blood of Christ, even 
the forgiveness of sins ; and afterwards received 
the ble§sing of perfect love. Offering himself as 
a Missionary, he was sent to Jamaica, where he 
arrived in March 1829. In 1830 he was 
stationed in Port Antonio, in which Circuit his 
labours were owned of God. But on the loth 
August he was attacked by fever, and died on 
the 1 6th, in the twenty-fourth year of his age, 
witnessing a good confession." 

In the same year the Mission was happily 
supplied with a timely reinforcement by the 
arrival of Revs. John Corlett, John Walters, and 
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James Rowden. In this year there were eighteen 
Missionaries and twelve Circuits, with a member- 
ship of 12,025, while the out-stations had rapidly 
increased year by year. 



CHAPTER II. 

Km»nci|>*llon Bill— Twenty Missionaries arrive in Four Years— 
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t'apmro of Slave-Ship— The Writer appointed to Falmouth-^ 
l^iriil of Au|{u«t» 1838— Stewart Tovm— Advertisements in 
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IN 1834 the Bill for the emancipation of all 
the slaves in the British dominions passed both 
Houpien of Parliament. It was then evident to 
our Minsionary Committee that the happy change 
no «oon to take place in the civil condition of so 
many thousands, freeing them from the galling 
yoke of slavery, and placing them, like ourselves, 
under righteous British rule, would make it both 
opportune, and morally binding on them, and on 
all Christian Missionary Agencies, to use un- 
precedented effort, combined with unwonted 
liberality and special prayer, to meet the spiritual 
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wants of so vast a number of African and West 
Indian negroes, and to supply them with the 
Gospel of their salvation, and with preachers to 
break unto them the bread of life. For this 
glorious object, the Wesleyan Missionary Com- 
mittee and Conference sent out to Jamaica, during 
the four years from August 1834 to August 
1838, the term of the "Apprenticeship," or 
transition state from slavery to freedom, under 
the form of a restricted slavery, no less than 
twenty Missionaries, who voluntarily offered 
themselves for Mission work. 

The following are the names of the twenty 
Missionaries : Revs. Jonathan Edmondson, John 
Randerson, Robert Inglis, Mark Baker Bird, 
James Corlett, William Ritchie, Samuel Simmons, 
William Hodgson, William Seccombe, Richard 
Harding, John Hornby, Henry B. Foster, John 
Williams, Philip Chapman, Thomas H. Bewley, 
Joseph D. Jackson, Wilson Lofthouse, Kelsham 
Fullagfar, John Gregory, Richard Sargeant. 

These all joined the ranks and laboured on the 
Island. It was at the Conference of 1835 that 
the writer, having offered himself as a Missionary 
to any part of the world, was appointed to Jamaica. 
He sailed from London in October, in company 
with two others, by the brig William BurtoUy 
Captain Saxton. We encountered a terrible storm 
off the Cornish coast, and were driven into Fal- 
mouth. The Wesleyan friends invited us on 
shore, showing us great kindness, and affording 
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our party opportunity for preaching at Falmouth, 
Flushing, and Penryn. After a favourable change 
In the weather, we re-embarked, and had a delight- 
ful passage of thirty-six days to Kingston, Jamaica, • 
landing on the 15th December. 

The charming scenery and lofty mountain 
ranges, towering majestically beneath a tropical 
sky, presented a grand and gratifying picture of 
loveliness and beauty. The view, as seen from 
the deck of a vessel approaching the island, is one 
never to be forgotten. 

We took on board a black pilot, whose expres- 
sive countenance and manner of speaking ap- 
))eared to me indicative of a mind capable of good 
cultivation. My first impression on that score 
was, therefore, favourable, and consequently en- 
couraging. In those days no steam packet had 
been put on the West Indian route. The mails 
were carried by a fast-sailing man-of-war cutter, 
despatched fortnightly, the length of voyage of 
course depending on the weather. 

On landing we were met by Rev. David Kerr, 
one of our veteran Missionaries, then Superinten- 
dent of the Kingston Circuit, whose reception of 
us was a combination of Christian brotherly affec- 
tion and West Indian hospitality. His residence 
was then the under part of the old Coke Chapel 
on the Parade, which had been in use since 1790, 
having been purchased and opened with the sanc- 
tion and under the auspices of Dr. Coke. It had 
been a large dwelling-house, but was then con- 
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verted into a chapel, with a capacious room on 
Uie basement floor, appropriated to the use of the 
"■ bands," and called the ^ band-room." The other 
rooms below the chapel were occupied by the 
Mission family. 

On the same site now stands the splendid and 
spacious Gothic edifice, retaining the same 
honoured name. The foundation-stone was laid 
during Mr. Kerr^s superintendency. The chapel 
is an ornament to the city, and overlooks the 
newly-formed Parade garden, — ^the garden occu- 
pying what was once a large open square, so 
dusty and rugged, that it was unpleasant by day 
and dangerous by night to ride or drive across. 

Towards the erection of the chapel, the House 
of Assembly gave ;C500, and the Common Council 
a liberal donation. The contract for building was 
;Ci 1,000 sterling — Da Costa and Maxwell were 
the builders. The chapel is the most ornament- 
ally architectural in the city, and is calculated to 
seat 2000 persons. 

A few weeks before our arrival, a party of five 
brethren, Harding, Hodgson, Seccombe, Hornby, 
and Williams, had landed, making, with ourselves, 
Gregory, Foster, and FuUagar, the reinforcement 
for that year, to supply the places of those who 
had fallen in the field — six of our Missionaries, 
viz., Revs. V. Ward, W. Wood, John Walters, 
D. Barr, C. Wilcox, and James Corlett, having 
died during the year. One of that sad obituary 
list was the Rev. Valentine Ward, who had been 
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sent out as the special Representative of Confer- 
ence, and who fell while zealously prosecuting his 
Lord's work. He started in an open gig in heavy 
rain on the afternoon of Sunday, 22nd March, 
from Ramble, in the Montego Bay Circuit. He 
had been preaching at Ramble, in what had been 
a blacksmith's shop, then rented as a preaching 
place. This blacksmith's shop was first opened 
by Rev. Thomas Murray in 183 1, as a Wesleyan 
preaching-place, the rooms above serving as a 
residence, and occupied in the following year by 
the late Rev. W. Ritchie, and his newly-married 
wife, who now survives him. Mr. Ward was to 
preach at Montego Bay that evening, and his 
sense of duty to keep an appointment was such 
that, despite the remonstrances of Mr. Wedlock, 
Superintendent of the Circuit, and his assurance 
that a congregation could not assemble, he resolved 
on travelling. The severe drenching Mr. Ward 
received on the journey down brought on fever ; 
he had to retire to bed, and died on Thursday, his 
happy soul escaping to glory. He was interred 
on Friday in the Montego Bay churchyard. Mr. 
Ward's love for the West India Missions had been 
expressed by himself at the Annual Missionary 
Meeting in London, April 1827, thus: "There is 
one part of the world that has affected my heart 
more than any other, and that is the West India 
Islands." 

At the District Meeting held in Kingston, in 
January 1835, there were twenty-five Missionaries 
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present, from fourteen Circuits, reporting 13,365 
members, and 1870 Sabbath scholars. 

It may here be mentioned that the heavy 
losses sustained by our Mission in the destruction 
of Trust property in Jamaica, during the outrages 
that followed the rebellion of 183 1-2, were partly 
compensated by the Home Government After 
receiving the estimates prepared by the Rev. Dr. 
Bunting, then Senior Secretary of our Missionary 
Committee, the Government allowed one-half of 
the estimated amount of damages, on condition of 
the other half being raised by the friends of the 
Society, which was done. 

The writer's first few weeks were spent in 
Spanish Town with the Rev. Jonathan Edmond- 
son. Chairman of the District, who lived in a small 
house on the chapel premises. The chapel is neat 
and respectable, with good galleries. The other 
Stations in the Circuit were then St John's Moun- 
tains, and St. Thomas-in-the-Vale, with a rented 
room for preaching at each place. Now we have 
a chapel in the above-named mountains named 
Garden Hill, built by Rev. H. B. Britten, and also 
one at Linstead, in St Thomas-in-the-Vale, now 
St Catharine. The members of Society were 
characterized by true Christian simplicity and fer- 
vent zeal for God, while numbers of them possessed 
remarkable power of prayer. The Leaders, especi- 
ally in Spanish Town, were intelligent, and clear 
in their knowledge of Scripture doctrine. These 
remarks were found to apply extensively also to 
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those who had been converted to God by mission- 
ary instrumentality in other parts of the island. 
At that time, 1835, the Governor of the Colony 
was the Marquis of Sligo. He resided in Spanish 
Town, and we paid an agreeable visit to him at 
King's House. 

The Annual District Meeting commenced its 
sittings on the 14th January, 1836, in the body 
of the old Coke Chapel on the Parade. The Rev. 
Isaac Whitehouse, the oldest Missionary in the 
Island, who was an indefatigable and successful 
labourer in the vineyard, and had undergone much 
persecution and imprisonment for Christ's sake and 
the Gospel's, was elected Secretary. Mr. White- 
house's habit of punctuality was seen in his manner 
of calling the names of the brethren. We remem- 
ber him standing at the head of the table, waiting 
for the first stroke of 6 a.m. by the Parade Church 
clock, to read the List headed by the Chairman. 
Another senior minister was the Rev. John 
Corlett, who was received into our Ministry by 
the Conference of 1824. His spirit of enterprise 
in opening new Stations has been crowned with 
success, which now, after the lapse of nearly half 
a century, continues and increases under the 
labours of other men. Mr. Corlett has recently 
entered into his rest, having died 6th August, 
1877, '^^ the Brown's Town Circuit, and was 
buried at Duncans, near the chapel he himself had 
commenced to build on a scale commensurate 
with his strong faith and large-hearted expectation 
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of prosperity, — ^the dimensions of the chapel 
being seventy-five by forty-five feet He had 
laboured fifty years, in this and other West India 
Districts. His widow still survives. 

The number of Missionaries at the meeting, and 
all stationed in the Island, was twenty-seven, with 
1 7, 1 2 3 members of Society ; the Circuits having 
so increased as to compass the entire length and 
breadth of the Island, viz : — 

Kingston. 

Spanish Town. 

Morant Bay and Yallahs. 

Grateful Hill and Unity. 

Montego Bay. 

Falmouth, Stewart Town, and Duncans. 

St. Ann's Bay, Blackheath (now Beechamville), 
Ocho Rios, and Ebenezer. 

Bath and Manchioneal. 

Stoney Hill and Red Hills. 

Lucea and Savannah-Ia-Mar. 

Oracabessa, Port Maria, and Guy's Hill. 

Black River, Lacovia, Mountain Side, and Pedro 
Plains. 

Clarendon, Vere, and Manchester. 

Min. of Conf., 1836. 

After the passing of the Emancipation Bill, the 
Home Government gave ;£^3000 to the Wesleyan 
Missionary Committee to facilitate the progress of 
education in the West India Colonies. Of this 
sum Jamaica received its allotted share, on the 
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condition of adding one-third more, which the 
Committee did, and wisely employed it, as reported 
by C. J. Latrobe, Esq., Government Inspector of 
Schools. Our schools had now begun to assume 
so important a part of our Mission work that, at 
the Conference of 1836, the Rev. Thos. Henry 
Bewlcy was appointed ** Superintendent of all our 
Mission schools in Jamaica,"" The writer well 
remembers Mr. Bewley as a most excellent man, 
adapted for the office assigned him, and also as 
an effective, powerful preacher. But his career 
was short. He travelled from Dry Harbour to 
Stewart Town, on the morning of Sunday, 8th July, 
1838, in the heat of the sun, reaching just in 
time to preach a Missionary sermon. In the after- 
noon he felt ill, fever set in, and on the writer's 
going up from Falmouth next morning, to attend 
a Missionary Meeting, it was necessary for him, in 
order to secure additional medical aid, to ride 
down to Falmouth, and send up another doctor. 
The case, however, terminated fatally before the 
end of the week. In the Conference Obituary of 
Mr. Bewley, it is said, " He introduced a system 
of education, peculiarly well adapted to meet the 
wants of the rising generation, and commenced 
schools calculated to prove nurseries of piety and 
useful knowledge to thousands of the children of 
the lately emancipated population. His last 
moments were particularly solemn and affecting, 
and will never be forgotten by those who witnessed 
them. His faith was firm and unwavering. He 
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said, * It is all right ; my only care was about 
my wife and five children, but I give all up ; I 
am ready to go, all is well.' " 

Mr. Bewley's place was speedily filled by the 
appointment of Henry Armstrong, Esq., an in- 
telligent gentleman, a native of the West Indies, 
as our General Superintendent of schools in 
Jamaica. 

At the District Meeting already alluded to, the 
writer was appointed to the Montego Bay Circuit, 
with Rev. W. Wedlock Superintendent, whose 
devotedness to his work during the two previous 
years had made him to be loved and honoured by 
a most affectionate and faithful people, amongst 
whom it was indeed a privilege to be employed 
in preaching the Gospel. This year was one of 
harmonious and successful toil, showing an increase 
for the year in the various Circuits of the District 
of 1592 members, as reported at the ensuing 
Annual Meeting, held January 1837. We reported 
from the Montego Bay Circuit an increase of 200 
members. In addition to our numerous Stations, 
we had held preaching services in a large room at 
the Barracks, attended by the soldiers. At this 
meeting Mr. Wedlock was removed to Spanish 
Town, but, becoming blind, had to return to Eng- 
land, where he laboured for twenty-six years 
acceptably and usefully in Circuit work, although 
continuing blind. He died triumphantly. May 5th, 
1866, at Sheemess. 

In going from Montego Bay to the Kingston 
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District Meeting, as we had to go by sea in a small 
drogher boat, we experienced some discomfort 
from having to sleep on the deck at night, but 
otherwise had a tolerably agreeable voyage. The 
Rev. David Kerr was appointed to Montego Bay 
ai Superintendent, the writer returning with him, 
and also the Rev. Wilson Lofthouse, who had just 
arrived from England. 

In this year the fidelity of our members had 
rather a severe test. One of the ministers of the 
District having become heterodox, and being sum- 
moned home by the Committee, declined to obey 
the summons, and sent in his resignation, at the 
same time trying to form a party and to draw 
away our members. Printed papers, and an agent, 
being sent by him from Kingston to Montego Bay, 
resulted in the gratifying proof to us of the un- 
swerving attachment of all our people to " Metho- 
dism as it is." Consequently, neither the agent, 
nor his papers, could gain either footing or influence 
among the Societies on the north side of the Island, 
although some injury was effected by the agitator 
in two or three Circuits on the south side. 

Shortly after this period an important acquisi- 
tion to our Circuit property was gained by our 
obtaining a piece of land from W. H. Heaven, Esq., 
in the immediate vicinity of the old blacksmith's 
shop at Ramble. That building had become quite 
too small for the large congregation regularly as- 
sembling, and inadequate to meet the requirements 
of the growing Society, although a lay-to roof had 
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been added along its entire length, and the 
classes, some of them large, met separately after the 
morning service, under the beautifully spreading 
mango trees, with rich, thick foliage, growing in 
the adjacent pasture ; each class knowing its al- 
lotted tree, thus forming a delightfully picturesque 
Missionary scene, while the adjacent hills re- 
echoed the songs of Zion, from these Sabbath-day 
privil^es. 

The foundation-stone of a new and substantial 
chapel was laid on December 22nd, 1837, in the 
presence of a large concourse of people. A good 
collection was realized, and £2^ given by Mr. 
Heaven. The Station has so prospered, that now 
it has, in addition to the chapel and vestry, to- 
gether capable of holding 800 persons, a comfort- 
able two-storey Mission House, a well-built school 
house, also of stone, and a teacher's residence, 
forming tc^ether a very pretty range of buildings. 
The chapel has an excellent harmonium, and a 
good choir, conducted by a young lady connected 
with the Society, and living in the immediate 
vicinity. This Station may be viewed as a com- 
plete Wesleyan Mission Establishment, and appro- 
priately named Mount Ward, in honour of the 
dear servant of God who preached his last sermon 
there. And it is indeed ** beautiful for situation," 
in this rich locality of grazing pens in the parish 
of Hanover. It is also central, as the head of the 
Circuit, surrounded by its out stations, Mount 
Reece, Coke's View, Lethe, and Ginger Hill, giving 

3 
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work enough for two men, but to which only one 
can be allotted. 

Not long after acquiring the land at Ramble, 
another valuable addition to our connexional 
Trust property was secured at Montego Bay. The 
Missionary and his family had always been living 
in a rented house. But an eligible and healthy 
residence called Upton, at a little elevation from 
the town, having come into the possession of Miss 
Rebecca Waite,a Wesleyan Leader of distinguished 
piety and usefulness, anxious for the comfort and 
health of her ministers and their families, offered 
it at its market value, consenting to receive pay- 
ment by instalments at convenience, with no charge 
for interest. This is now our Mission residence. 
It had formerly belonged to a gentleman styled 
Colonel Grignon, he having commanded in the 
Militia force, during martial law, in the rebellion 
of 1831-2. 

During this year, 31st July, 1837, the new 
chapel in the Falmouth Circuit was opened. The 
former Falmouth Wesleyan Chapel had shared 
the fate of several others of our own, and of the 
Baptists', and had been destroyed by the raging 
mob, designated the "Colonial Church Union," 
who, in their determination to banish all dissent 
from the Island, had adopted, as their motto, or 
watchword, " Pull down the nests, and the rooks 
wiB iy/' At the time of the destruction of the 
duipdy an awful death took place ; — a man, sup- 
■j j Oitti to liave been attempting to steal the mate- 
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rial from the fallen building, in the night, was 
found dead in the morning, an immense beam 
having shifted its position, and pressed him by the 
neck to the ground. Previous to the opening of 
the new chapel, a great change had happily taken 
place in the disposition of most of those in autho- 
rity towards our cause. One evidence, among 
many others we could enumerate, was the fact 
that we were allowed the occasional use of the 
large and handsome Falmouth court-house for 
Divine worship, during the erection of the new 
chapel. This happy change may be accounted 
for in the discovery of the fact by those who had 
been our foes, that the charges against us, for 
having instigated the rebellion, were utterly false, 
mere slanders, propagated by the enem ies of all 
righteousness. 

On Sunday, 3rd December, a captured Portu- 
guese slaver was brought into port at Montego 
Bay, under command of an officer and part of the 
crew of H.M.S. Snake^ by which vessel she had 
been captured off Cuba. The slave-ship had 
sailed from the coast of Africa, about thirty miles 
from Sierra Leone, with 470 slaves on board. But, 
from close confinement, and severe privation before 
capture, 1 30 had died on the passage. They were 
landed on Monday. Much kindness was shown 
them by the townspeople, in providing clothing, 
and other requisites. On the deck, the sick and 
dying, previous to being landed, presented a har- 
rowing spectacle, and about sixty more were soon 
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added to the death list The inhuman captain 
bouHtcxI that he had made eighteen successful 
voya^c.i in this diabolic traffic, and could soon get 
another ship, and therefore seemed to care but 
little about the forfeiture of his vessel and cargo. 
l\vo other slavers were chased about the same 
tln\e, but both escaped by running on shore, land- 
ing crews and freight, and deserting their vessels. 
It was gratifying to see the evident satisfaction of 
the poor creatures, liberated and landed here, on 
knowing they were free, although we could not 
talk to them, as they knew no English. 

The year 1837 was a prosperous and a happy 
one to the District generally, although our success 
was somewiliat retarded and our joys chastened 
by the partial schism in a few Circuits, causing a 
loss to the district of 615 members. But as a 
large proportion of these saw their error, and 
returned to us in the following year, we may 
anticipate by informing the reader, that at the end 
of that year our number of members had risen to 
20, 1 5 2. We lost one missionary — Rev. James D. 
Jackson, who died in Clarendon, September 3rd. 

At the District Meeting, January 1838, the 
writer was appointed to the Falmouth and Dun- 
cans Circuit. Falmouth is the chief town in the 
parish of Trelawney, one of the largest sugar- 
growing parishes ; its slave population alone, a few 
years before freedom, was estimated at 27,000. 
At Duncans, on the 4th March, the foundation- 
stone of a good school-house was laid. 
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This year was an eventful one to the Island. 
The Jamaica House of Assembly passed a Bill 
relinquishing two years of the ** Apprenticeship," 
which, according to the British Act of Parliament, 
was to continue till August ist, 1840. This 
spontaneous measure on the part of the Assembly 
was very gratifying to all philanthropists, especi- 
ally as nearly all the members were slave-holders. 
Their vote provided for the entire freedom of all 
the enslaved population to take place on the ist 
August this year, 1838. We need not assiwe the 
reader that this act of the Jamaica Legislature 
met with the full approval of Her Most Gracious 
Majesty Queen Victoria. The Missionaries of all 
denominations were devoutly thankful to God, 
seeing that it increased their facilities for useful- 
ness, while it added to the weight of their respon- 
sibilities. The writer, who was at the time ill in 
bed with fever, well remembers, when the news 
from the seat of Government arrived in Falmouth, 
the Rev. W. Knibb, Baptist minister, coming into 
the sick-room, full of joyous delight in having to 
communicate the pleasing intelligence. The 
Home Government had voted and subsequently 
paid ;£^2 0,000,000, as " compensation money," to 
those whose slaves had been liberated, throughout 
our Colonies. 

Sir Lionel Smith, the Governor, acted very 
judiciously in adopting precautionary measures to 
prepare all classes for the change so rapidly ap- 
proaching. Proclamations were issued and ad- 
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dresses forwarded to magistrates and ministers, 
recommending that all churches and chapels in the 
Island should be opened for religious worship on 
1st August. This recommendation was observed 
throughout the Island. And in many places a 
public night service was held in the last hours of 
slavery, prior to the dawn of freedom. At the 
Wesleyan Chapel, Stewart Town, in the Circuit 
adjoining the Falmouth Circuit, a meeting of this 
description was held by the writer, for a sermon, 
addresses, and prayer. The text was from Isaiah, 
Iviii. 6, " Is not this the fast that I have chosen ? 
to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the 
heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, 
and that ye break every yoke } " 

The chapel service closing at a quarter to twelve, 
and a similar service having been held by the Rev. 
B. B. Dexter, at the Baptist Chapel, closing at the 
same time, the two ministers and their congrega- 
tions met by mutual arrangement, and by torch- 
light procession, bearing a coffin containing the 
insignia of slavery, such as whips, fetters, branding 
irons, bilboes, and some pro-slavery newspapers. 
These relics of the atrocious system had been lying 
in state a day or two, and were viewed by many, 
who rejoiced to see them thus laid significantly 
low. And on proceeding to the grave which had 
been dug in the market place, the coffin and its 
contents were deeply deposited, with songs of 
thanksgiving, composed for the occasion, firmly 
believing the monster of slavery would rise no 
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more. One of the newspapers above alluded to 
now lies before the writer. The Rojai Gazette^ 
published in Kingston 1781, with advertise- 
ments headed with rough wood-cuts. We cop>' 
one : — 

" Run away from Pro^ject Estate, St Thomas- 
in-the-East, a n^[ro man of the Coromantee coun- 
try, named Corridon, 5 feet 10 or 1 1 inches high ; 
marked on the right shoulder C. B. and P. on top, 
— ^has a wooden 1^. A pistole will be given for 
apprehending him, by David Murray, St Thomas, 
or J., and F., Kingston." Other advertisements 
appear, such as ''Run away" — ^"Reward for 
catching " — ^*^ For sale singly or in lots " — ** To 
hire out for labour " — ^"Apprehended, supposed to 
have absconded." These announcements were 
headed by figures of men, women, or children, 
singly or in groups, representing the advertised. 

Over the spot where the novel interment took 
place, now stands a neat and well-built Episcopal 
Church, a suitable adornment to Stewart Town. 
The remaining days of that memorable week were 
generally spent in joyous festivities and religious 
services. A brief recital of what came under the 
writer's knowledge or observation may serve as a 
specimen. At Duncans, our Mission Station, nine 
miles from Falmouth, a very large dinner-party of 
the newly emancipated, with long tables, laden 
with roast kids, pigs, joints of meat, hams, salted 
beef, and ground provisions in abundance, with 
pies, puddings, and fruits in variety, met to enjoy 
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what they had united in preparing. Rev. W. 
Ritchie presided, and additional gratification was 
afforded by a number of white employers and 
overseers taking seats at the tables, and assisting 
in the carving operations. At Stewart Town, an 
early morning prayer-meeting was held on the 
first day of freedom ; and in the afternoon, a 
Love-feast, at which many spoke, and a gracioiis 
influence prevailed. It was delightful to mark 
that, while grateful reference to their newly-acquired 
temporal freedom was feelingly made, they still 
gave pre-eminence to that far more glorious liberty 
they enjoyed as children of God. In the evening 
we had public service. On the next day, August 
)2nd, a very large gathering, similar to the one at 
Duncans, met for the same purpose, in excellent 
order, with abundant provision for feasting, in the 
open air, in the yard of the Baptist Chapel, 
Brown's Town, at which the writer was present, 
having preached in the morning in a booth, on the 
.Wesleyan premises, and made a collection towards 
the erection of a chapel thereon ; and in the even- 
ing he preached in the Baptist Chapel for Rev. 
John Clark. 

A large public meeting was held on the 4th, in 
the Dry Harbour mountains, at which the writer 
with other ministers had a favourable opportunity 
for addressing the assemblage of happy freemen 
on their additional responsibilities to God, to their 
fellow-men, and to their families, in the education 
of their children religiously and secularly. It was 
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encouraging to see the anxiety for good counsel, 
and their willingness to act upon it 

The following day being the Sabbath — such a 
Sabbath as Jamaica had never before witnessed — 
the places of worship of all denominations were 
well attended, and a new era of unfettered religious 
and civil liberty gladdened all our hearts. 

Great efforts were now made in all directions 
to form additional schools, and to erect school- 
houses ; also, in the towns, adult schools were 
formed, and successfully conducted on week even- 
ings. One established in Falmouth numbered 
70 scholars. Our day-schools in the Island re- 
ceived at once a large accession from those who 
at the commencement of the apprenticeship system 
were just above six years of age, as, having at- 
tained that period, they were reckoned as Appren- 
tices, while all under that age were free from the 
first passing of the Emancipation Law. A flou- 
rishing Day-School had been formed both in Fal- 
mouth and Duncans, both, at that time, held in 
the respective chapels. A school-house at the 
latter place was in the course of erection, and one 
at the former was soon built. Other school-houses 
were promptly planned and erected in several of 
our other Circuits in the Island. 

An old negro woman, 115 years of age, living 
at Martha Brae, was baptized by the writer. She 
had full use of her mental powers, and gave 
satisfactory answers to the questions put to her. 
She had been instructed by Rev. M. B. Bird. 
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Hrother Bird was appointed to Hayti in 1839, 
bcinjj well acquainted with the French language, 
and laboured there till 1879, when he became 
Supernumerary. 



CHAPTER III. 

1838 A Prosperous Year — Open- Air Service — St. Ann's Bay 
Circuit — High School — Dr. Kessen — Rural Accommodation, 
Beechamville, 1839 — S. Drew, Esq. — Blackheath — Jubilee 
of Jamaica Methodism — Centenary Year — Revival — Native 
Helpers — Speech of Henry Williams — District Increase of 
Members — Sir Charles T. Metcalfe — Grand Ca3rman — Rev. W. 
Lofthouse — Savanna-la-Mar Chapel — Meamsville Chapel — 
Guy's Hill— Marriage BUI. 

THE year 1838 was an exceedingly prosperous 
one for our Missionary Churches, as well as for 
those of other denominations in the Island. The 
members of our Societies gratefully acknowledged 
God as the Giver of the blessing of freedom, 
while they honoured the names of those who had 
been mainly instrumental in bringing about the 
suppression of the slave-trade, and the abolition 
of slavery. Wilberforce, Buxton, Clarkson, Coke, 
Wesley, and others, shared their gratitude for their 
efforts in this great work. We were thankful that 
so comparatively little difficulty was experienced 
in arranging and adjusting matters connected with 
the new relationship of master and servant, em- 
ployer and employed. We found our members 
and hearers peacefully and industriously disposed, 
thereby affording us much satisfaction in labouring 
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among them for their spiritual welfare. Our 
Societies were largely increased, and the piety of 
our people deepened. 

We held an open-air service in the Falmouth 
market-place, to preach against one of the evil 
customs we had to contend with ; this was the 
practice of "John canoeing" at Christmas, — parad- 
ing the streets in gaudy dresses, masks, and other 
foolish appendages ; dancing and beating the 
gumby-drum, singing negro songs, with midnight 
carousing. The rival sets, " Red " and " Blue," 
with each a champion on horseback, were encou- 
raged by some store-keepers and others at vast 
expense. But this custom is now almost given up. 

The following year, 1839, was marked by many 
events of a pleasing and stimulating character. 
The writer's sphere of labour was in the St. Ann's 
Bay Circuit, with Rev. Isaac Whitehouse Superin- 
tendent, and the brethren W. Redfem and E. 
Lockyer. The Circuit extended coastwise, west- 
ward, to Pope's or Runaway Bay (now Hoolebury) ; 
eastward to Ocho Rios ; southerly in the moun- 
tains, to Ebenezer; south-easterly to Beechamville, 
Epworth, and Watsonville ; and also in the Pedro 
Mountains, to York Castle, where, in 1839, we 
worshipped in a booth, in one of the pastures at 
some distance from the splendid mansion, situated 
on a branch road off the main road through the 
Pedros. At Beechamville we had then no chapel, 
but Mr. Whitehouse, who resided in that locality, 
was preparing to build one. He had built one at 
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St. Ann's Bay, our former chapel there having 
been demolished by the Colonial Church Union 
in 1832. He was also building one at Ocho 
Rios, which he subsequently finished. Here our 
chapel had been destroyed by the same antago-* 
nistic party. He was at the same time erecting 
one at Epworth, and had finished one at Watson- 
ville ; this latter, of cut stone, 64 feet by 34, 
which was opened June 2nd, 1838. The chapel 
at St. Ann's Bay, built by Mr. Whitehouse, was 
a good substantial stone building, and has recently 
been enlarged to nearly double the former size. 
A new chapel at Epworth, 53 feet by 33, with 
wall 13 feet high, has just been completed by 
Rev. George Lockett. It is of good stone, beauti- 
fully neat, with cedar seats, and mahogany rostrum 
and communion rails. The fanlights of the win- 
dows are ornamented with stained glass. The 
roof is close boarded and of good construction, and 
there is a school gallery. And although the So- 
ciety has only 113 members, the collection at the 
opening services, February 1 880, amounted to £60. 
The places above enumerated now form chief 
stations or heads of four distinct Circuits. The 
York Castle Society was renwved to Benson- 
ton, where Rev. W. S. F. Moss subsequently built 
a large chapel, at a cost of upwards of ;£^iooo, 
and is now included in the Beechamville Circuit 
York Castle Penn is now the property of the 
Wesleyan Connexion, having been purchased with 
the sanction and aid of our Committee, during the 
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present general superintendency of the Rev. 
George Sai^eant, he having been instructed to 
select suitable premises in a good locality for our 
**Jamaica High School and Theological Institution,** 
in 1875, the rules, regulations, terms, etc^ being 
arranged, and committees appointed at our District 
Meeting. The Rev. A. Kessen, LL.D., who 
arrived in Jamaica in February 1876, was the 
first Principal, and was much beloved, both by 
pupils and students. The school became very 
popular, and gave great satisfaction to its patrons. 
At the Exeter Hall meeting, in May 1877, ^^ the 
report read by the Rev. Dr. Punshon, it was noted, 
•• The High School in Jamaica has found much 
favour, and promises to be a useful educational 
centre." Failure of health necessitated Dr. 
Kcsscn's return to England. The loss of his 
services, and those of his estimable lady, were 
much felt by the newly-formed institute. The 
Doctor was succeeded by Revs. John Thackray, 
B.A., and J. Richard Hargreaves, under whose 
management the school continued to rise. The 
Rev. G. Sargeant is now, 1880, the Governor and 
Chaplain. 

Some very valuable additions and improvements 
have been made to the range of buildings, in the 
erection of a stone-built spacious schoolroom, 
conveniently fitted up with seats, desks, etc., and 
with a handsome set of lamps for Sabbath evening 
services. 

This room is named the ** Osbom HalL" The 
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upper story is an additional dormitory, airy and 
comfortable, affording, together with the large one 
over the main building, sufficient sleeping accom- 
modation for more than sixty scholars. 

The Committee very kindly advanced a loan of 
;f 1,000 for this building. The sanatorium is 
cheerfully situated in view of the flower-garden. 
The elevation of the property from the sea-level 
is about 2,100 feet, and consequently healthy. 
All things considered, the institution may be said 
to be equal, if not superior, to any of the kind in 
the Island. The scholars are from the middle 
and mercantile classes of the population ; also 
the sons of ministers of our own and other 
denominations, with others, whose parents are 
wealthy land-owners, and a few sons of Govern- 
ment officials. An " Osbom medal," value £6^ 
and a " Solomon Medal," are gifts to be awarded 
by the Governor. 

The Report for 1879 states: "Several senior 
boys have left with great credit, and entered upon 
respectable callings. Two of the junior masters 
were elder boys of the school when it opened, 
and one has been received by the District Meeting 
as a candidate for the Ministry." Four students 
have gone from the institution into the work of 
the Ministry. There are now ^in the establish- 
ment (1880) a.head master, three junior teachers, 
four students, and forty scholars. Three of the 
students are natives of Jamaica, and one is from 
SL Vincent's. Towards the close of this year, the 
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death of the former head master, Mr. Coolings was 
a sad calamity to the institution. It is rather sig- 
nificant that a negro woman, still living, remarked 
in the time of slavery, " Hi, de debil hab dis 
place now ; — God Almighty will hab it sonu day^ 

Our accommodation for worship at Beecham- 
ville, in 1839, was literally rural, consisting of 
nine booths, subsequently increased to fourteen, — 
one large one for the main body of the congrega- 
tion, the others varying in size from a temporary 
family pew to intermediate dimensions, according 
to the number who might have joined in erecting 
them, and one conveniently situated for the pulpit. 
Now there is a large chapel 8 1 feet by 49, and 
a membership of six hundred and three, from 
which a draft is now being made for the Alderton 
station. 

The nucleus of the Beechamville society had 
been formed by Counsellor Stephen Drew, Esq., 
a native of Cornwall, England, residing at Belle- 
mont in St. Ann's. He had been converted to 
God through the instrumentality of letters from 
his sister, a devoted Wesleyan, and the perusal of 
Wesley's Sermons, sent by her to him ; his im- 
pressions having been deepened to contrition and 
saving faith from these and a sermon he heard in 
Jamaica from John iii. 3. This gentleman preached 
in his own residence, and led the class he had 
gathered, arid having appealed through the District 
Meeting to the Committee, and secured ministerial 
attention, he built a chapel at his own expense 
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on the property, 60 feet by 50, which was opened 
by Rev. J. Shipman in 1823, and the first 
Methodist Society in St. Ann's was formed. The 
next was at St. Ann's Bay, previously noticed, then 
Ocho Rios. The first Missionary Meeting in 
Jamaica was held on Sunday, October 9th, 1 82 5, at 
Bellemont, Mr. Drew in the chair ; Revs. Ratcliffe 
and Young speakers ; collection between £6 and 
£y sterling. Subsequently, the chapel being too 
small for those who attended, Mr. Whitehouse, in 
1829, formed a preaching-plare, eight miles 
distant, on the interior road, for a portion of 
the people, and for whom the Ebenezer chapel 
was afterwards erected. 

An account of the death of Mr. Drew, written 
by Mr. Ratcliffe, is published in the Wesleyan 
Magazine for 1827, p. 567. The following is a 
brief extract: — "On the 30th December, 1826, Mr. 
Drew attended service with his large and amiable 
family in the chapel ; and with a number of free 
people and slaves partook of the emblems of the 
Saviour's Passion. He then met his large class, 
and retired to his own residence. He complained 
on Monday ; on Tuesday I went up to see him, 
and prayed with him ; his mind was tranquil and 
stayed upon God. He said, * I am a poor worm ; 
there is no room for boasting ; I cannot look 
to anything I have done ; the whole science of 
Divinity is compressed into a very narrow compass, 

* I the chief of sinners am. 
But Jesus died for me.' 
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Thank God, He gives me power to look stead- 
fastly to the cross, and all is clear before me,' He 
died on Thursday, about i o p. m., and was interred 
on Saturday in the family burial-ground at Belle- 
mont At the close of the funeral service, Brother 
Crofts gave a most impressive address, and Brother 
Orton offered the concluding prayer. The pulpits 
of Bellemont and Spanish Town were hung in 
black, and a funeral sermon was preached at the 
latter place during the sittings of the District Meet- 
ing from Isaiah Ivii. 12. 

"Mr. John Martin, a devoted Leader, who suf- 
fered severe persecution for Christ's sake, and to 
whom Mr. Drew was much attached, attended him 
during his illness, and bore written testimony to 
Mr. Drew's happy state of mind, and fervency in 
exhorting the friends around him, and especially 
the doctor, to seek salvation ; and the members 
* to cleave unto the Lord.' " 

Mr. Martin's widow is now, at the age of 
seventy-four, an active and influential Leader in 
the Beechamville Society. 

Soon after the decease of Mr. Drew, a place 
named Blackheath, at no great distance, became 
the central station for the increasing numbers that 
were being gathered into the fold of Christ, by the 
missionary instrumentality of Methodism in that 
part of the St Ann's mountains. At this place 
Mr. Whitehouse and family resided ; the congrega- 
tion worshipping under a group of large spreading 
trees with thick foliage. Here the writer, on 
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journeying to his first Circuit in February 1836, 
heard the Rev. Robert Inglis preach to about 1,200 
persons, the spot commanding a view of the dis- 
tant mountain tracks, along which, for an hour 
previous to the service, were seen lines of hearers 
and members in single file, approaching the point 
of attraction. Soon after this we had to remove 
to a place named Greetwell, near the present 
Missionary establishment of Beechamville. It was 
at Greetwell we had the rural accommodations 
already described. 

In 1839, the period of which we were pre- 
viously writing, the time had come in which a 
large and commodious chapel was absolutely 
necessary ; and the August holiday being an ap- 
propriate season for laying the foundation-stone, 
money having been collected, and preparations 
made, the Rev. Edward Fraser, who had arrived 
in Jamaica in the early part of the year, was 
invited from Kingston to perform the ceremony, 
which he did on the 2nd August, in the presence 
of an immense gathering of joyous spectators. 
The writer went over to Kingston to take Mr. 
Eraser's place for a week. The cause in Kingston 
was in a very encouraging state. Services were 
held in all our chapels on Thursday, ist August, 
that being the first anniversary of freedom. The 
Sunday-schools in the city were flourishing ; and 
at the Communion on Sunday, the 4th, about 600 
communicants were at the Lord's Table, at our 
large chapel. One gentleman had lately re- 
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nounced Judaism, and had publicly embraced 
Christianity by being baptized. 

This year, in its Methodistic chronology, gave 
us two interesting and special commemorations. 
The first was the Jubilee of the Jamaica Wesleyan 
Methodist Mission, to which we have already 
alluded in a former part of this narrative as 
having been celebrated by the public meeting 
held in Wesley Chapel in Kingston. The other 
was one of thrilling intensity, exciting devout 
gratitude throughout the whole Methodist Con- 
nexion, at home and abroad, being the centenary 
of Wesleyan-Methodism. The District Meeting 
in January directed that this should be observed 
by public meetings in the various Circuits for 
making collections and obtaining donations to 
remit to the Treasurer and Committee of the 
Centenary Fund. The writer had the privilege 
of attending several of these. The one held at 
Falmouth, 5th November, was a very successful 
one. During the meeting, a smart shock of 
earthquake occurred. First, a sound was heard 
like that of a heavy waggon approaching, — then, 
a shaking of the whole building, and a perceptible 
vibration of the large chandelier in the centre of 
the chapel. The minister. Rev. T. Curtis, who 
was speaking, continued his address ; the congre- 
gation remained perfectly quiet ; and as there was 
no second shock, no visible alarm or confusion 
was produced. But a solemn awe evidently per- 
vaded the meeting. The following day, we pro- 



WESLEYAN-METHODISM IN JAMAICA. 53 

ceeded to Montego Bay, and held a similar 
meeting that evening. On the 6th December 
the Centenary Meeting for Stewart Town was held 
there in the evening, the Rev, David Kerr having 
preached an admirable sermon in the morning 
from Mark xvi. 1 5, 20, The discourse occupied 
two hours in its delivery. On the 9th a meeting 
for the same object was held at Duncans, in the Fal- 
mouth Circuit. The congregation was immensely 
large, as the village and the surrounding estates 
contained a large population, and the people took a 
lively interest in the subject Our District amount 
for the Centenary Fund was ;^S 79 sterling, exclusive 
of the sum of £^7 raised in Belize. 

The new chapel at Brown's Town, Saint Ann's, 
erected by Mr.. Simmons, was opened during this 
year. At the time for service, the chapel was 
completely full, and as numbers sufficient to form 
another good congregation were outside, we took 
them into the Mico school-room, which was near 
at hand. Brother Bleby preaching in the chapel 
and Brother Harding in the school-room. One 
gentleman who was present, with some members 
of his family, had formerly been a great persecutor, 
but had now become friendly to us, and had con- 
tributed liberally towards the erection of the 
chapel. The Society here was not very large, 
but the collection was very creditable to members 
and friends, being £^S* I" the month of July, 
a gracious revival broke out at the watch-night 
service, held after the business of the quarter-day 
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at Ocho Rios, in the Saint Ann's Bay Circuit, 
which spread to several places of the parish. At 
the solemn hour of midnight, after Mr. Whitehouse 
had given an address, and while on our knees in 
prayer, such an overwhelming influence of the 
Spirit was felt in the chapel, that the place seemed 
filled with the glory of God. The cries and 
prayers of the penitents were so earnest, that they 
appeared determined to wrestle in prayer until 
they prevailed in obtaining pardon and peace. 
After service, the distressed were prayed with in 
the houses of some of tlie Leaders : and in the 
morning, at five o'clock, a congregation assembled, 
and Brother Bird preached to a serious and earnest 
people thirsting for the Word of Life. 

In this part of the Mission-field, we had some 
noble specimens of energetic, laborious, and good 
common-sense men of African type, whose native 
talent, sanctified by grace, and consecrated to 
God's service, made them very valuable helpers in 
our great work of winning souls to Christ As 
Class-leaders, exhorters, local-preachers, and not 
unfrequently speakers on our Missionary platforms, 
they were qualified and cheerfully willing to afford 
efficient help. They knew well how to reach 
the hearts and consciences of their own class, their 
plain and faithful dealing being the more efTec- 
tive, enforced as it was by their own irreproach- 
able lives. We might mention (besides others 
who will be hereinafter named) Henry Welcome 
Smith of Beechamville ; William Lawrence of 
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Ebenezer, St. Ann ; Messrs. Christy, Gregory, and 
Robert Walker of Bath, styled Doctor, from having 
been many years employed in the hospital of St. 
Thomas-in- the- East ; Father Paul of Spanish Town, 
senior member, Local Preacher, Leader, and Trustee ; 
James Malcolm of Hanover, Mount Ward, who 
was liberated from cruel imprisonment by Lord 
Mulgrave, and whom the writer visited on his 
death-bed ; and Hugh Gunning of Westmoreland, 
now living at the age of eighty-two, and working 
as a Leader and Missionary Collector. He was 
brought to God under Rev. R. Inglis* ministry at 
Cave (now Mearnsville), about 1835, and then 
accompanied Mr. Inglis, going about the vicinity 
to raise a Church ; and in Kingston, Mrs. Good 
and Miss Desosser, with many others in other 
places, whose names deserve perpetuating. But 
their record is on high. The services of such 
have been incalculable in promoting the spread 
and prosperity of their Redeemer's Kingdom. 
Among other and more favoured classes of our 
adherents, piety, liberality, effort, self-denial, and 
faithfulness unto death have been such, that their 
" praise is in all the Churches." 

At our Missionary Meetings for this year, we 
had some good and animated specimens of native 
eloquence, while the collections made were highly 
creditable to our people. One extract from the 
speech of Henry Williams, a black man from 
Beechamville, taken down by the writer, may be 
given. He said : " My frens, me love Metodism. 
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Metodism neber tell us to be proud, Metodism 
neber tell us to be saucy. Dese blessed men, we 
ministers, come to put us right, as we were all 
wrong. Den let us ask for a moment, how did 
dey come ? S'pose we send you to Spanish Town, 
would you go widout money? Now we are 
coming the right way to 'pend de Lord's money, — 
you see what de Gospel hab done for you ; now 
you must send it furder. Dis is de way de Gospel 
come, and dis is de wa5^ it must go. If you say 
you will keep de money, and will not part wid it, 
you may 'pend 'pon it, it will find a way to get 
away from you ; dat same God who give you de 
money, hab power to take it away from you. 
May de Lord bless you, and gib you a willing 
heart, and good desire to do what you can. I 
hear ob dis town, Ocho Rios, and I come down 
to see what it is goin' to do. You know, when de 
* John-Canoe * come round, you gib as much as 
a dollar, and you send your pickaninie out wid 
money to gib ; now, what benefit was it ? Many 
ob us in time past go to de horse-race, and per- 
haps we gib four dollar, and not anoder fippance 
in de house, and if de wife say two words, we 
beat her down. God gib us fowl to eat, but we 
make fight ob dem, and after all, what does it 
come to ? Why, bloodshed, for I hardly eber see 
a cock-fight widout a man-fight too. Now, my 
frens, would you do dis now 1 " (Cries of No ! 
no I) " I ask, is dis a congregation to go to a cock- 
fight ? " (No I no I) " Well, how is dis ? Why, 



WESLEYAN-METHODISM IN JAMAICA. 57 

it is because dese Missionaries hab come to teach 
we. Yes, when dey preach sermons, and teach 
de name of our Blessed Supreme Being, my soul 
seem like as though it was going to heben. I 
wish we think upon it a little more ; let us value 
it more ; all classes was once in a state of perish- 
ing. De Bible had been here before, but what 
we reap out ob it ? When parson prinkle a little 
water in our face, we thought we was Christians. 
But dese Missionaries ! — I lub dem ! — are sent for 
de benefit of we ; dey take de name of Jesus Christ 
and take ship, and come to we. I hear dere are 
a good many poor people in England dat gib dere 
money to send we de Gospel When we know 
noting about dem dey were pleading for us, to 
send de Gospel among us. 1 know since dese 
blessed men come here, my eyes are open. Now 
we get de Gospel, we must send it to Africa. 
Some ob de breed is still left in dat country — 
bruddas and cousins, uncles and aunts. I beg 
and beseech dis company to meditate 'pon it 
God Almighty tell us how we must 'pend our 
money. When He was here, did He not go about 
and do works of charity, and He say we must 
follow Him steps. Remember, from you to whom 
He gib much, from you He require much. God 
has given us money, and He will call us to ask, 
what we do with His money } Now spose 
God gib me £2^ I will gib £>\y to send dis 
Gospel to my poor native country. De Gospel 
say, * Lub your neighbour as you lub yourself.' 
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Dis candle here gib light, but it want tending, 
snuffing, dat it may gib more lig^t ; de Bible 
want tending, teaching to we, .dat we may see its 
light. Many who did sin are now sorry for dere 
sin. Dey did it from the lack of knowledge." 

The above extract was from a speech delivered 
on 3rd January, 1840. 

At the District Meeting held in January 1 840, 
we were able to report, for the St. Ann's Bay Circuit 
for 1839, 2,974 members, being a net increase of 
248, with 104 on trial ; the net increase of mem- 
bers in the District was 2,732, making a total of 
22,884. No Missionary had died during the year. 
This was cause for special thanksgiving at the 
District Meeting. The St. Ann's Bay Circuit was 
divided in the following year. The Rev. Jonathan 
Edmondson, Chairman of the District, was ap- 
pointed to St. Ann's East, named BeechamviUe 
Circuit, and Rev. David Kerr to the West, or 
St Ann's Bay Circuit. In a few years some other 
Circuits had to be divided. Duncans was de- 
tached from Falmouth, Manchester from Claren- 
don, Yallahs from Morant Bay, with Bethesda, or 
" Bardowie," from Kingston attached ; Mount 
Fletcher, a most delightful station in the Port 
Royal Mountains, about seventeen miles from 
Kingston, was also taken from that Circuit, with 
Union at the old Botanic Gardens ; and after- 
wards opening Dallas and Somerset in St. David's 
Parish. The Rev. R. Harding was mainly instru- 
mental in forming this Circuit, bringing it to a 
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state of efficiency, and promoting the building of 
the chapel and residence at the head of the 
Circuit. The climate here is almost equal to an 
English climate for salubrity in the cooler season* 

As Sabbath services for preaching at the Kings- 
ton jail where held by the ministers in town, the 
writer was taking an appointment there, during 
the District Meeting, when one poor fellow slipped 
from the congregation, climbed the wall, and 
spnoig over, breaking his leg. He was conse- 
quently immediately captured. 

His Excellency Sir Charles Theophilus Met- 
calfe, the Governor, showed much favour to our 
Mission. He contributed ;^50 to each of our 
chapels in Kingston and at Bath, and a similar 
amount to the school in Falmouth. Some time 
afterwards. His Excellency visited several of our 
schools, and was so highly satisfied with what he 
witnessed of our school system, as to request that 
his name might be entered as an annual subscriber 

of ;^ I GO. 

The year 1 840 proved also a highly-prosperous 
one We had endeavoured to establish a Mission 
at Grand Cayman, the largest of three islands to 
the north-west of Jamaica, with probably nearly 
2,000 inhabitants. By the direction of a former 
District Meeting, Brother Inglis had gone to re- 
connoitre and report. The result was, that Brother 
W, Redfern was appointed to labour on the Island, 
and this year sixty-four members there were added 
to our numbers. The Revs. Edmund Lockyer, 
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John Mearns and George Savery, in succession, fol- 
lowed up the work. But subsequently, such were 
the increasingly pressing claims of our Jamaica 
Societies, that although ninety members were re- 
ported on the Station, Grand Cayman was given 
up to another Protestant Missionary Society, who 
sent a Missionary permanently to labour there, and 
it was dropped from our Minutes in 1 846. 

The attention of one of our Jamaica Mission- 
aries had been called to this island as early as 
1823. The Rev. W. RatcliflFe tells us, in his 
Journal, that although he was not able then to 
visit it, he " sent to a gentleman residing there 
reports, pamphlets, and books for children, and 
in reply he was assured of a sincere wish of the 
people that a Missionary might be settled among 
them. The island had never had a Christian 
minister, and its state of ignorance and vice was 
deplorable." The island is sixteen miles long 
and six broad. But other aggressive achievements 
made in the same year in which we began the 
Caymanian Mission crowned our efforts for extend- 
ing and consolidating our work. At Savanna- 
la-Mar, the Rev. Wilson Lofthouse set himself 
vigorously to work for the erection of a chapel in 
the town. The Honourable House of Assembly 
voted ;^i8o; the Westmoreland Vestry £\2o\ 
His Excellency Sir Charles T. Metcalfe, after- 
wards Lord Metcalfe, gave ;^30. And so liberally 
met were the appeals made in support of the 
plans adopted for raising money, from the laying 
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of the foundation-stone in 1840 to the comple- 
tion of the chapel in 1843, ^^^ upwards of 
;6^6oo, in addition to the above sums, was con- 
tributed in donations, subscriptions, trust collec- 
tions, tea-meetings, etc. During the progress of 
the building, Mr. Lofthouse was called to his 
eternal reward, on October loth, 1841. It may 
be feared that the exertion and anxiety, added 
to exposure in an open canoe, between Savanna- 
la- Mar, and the Cave, another place in the Circuit, 
may have accelerated his fatal illness. His death, 
although it somewhat retarded the erection at the 
time, did not prevent strenuous efforts being made 
to complete the work begun. Mr. Lofthouse came 
out from Hull, and was a devoted Missionary, 
The chapel has been in use till the present day, 
with occasional necessary repairs. A new and 
enlarged one is now in contemplation, for which 
upwards of ;£^350 is in hand, invested on interest. 
The station at Cave, to which allusion has just 
been made, was visited by the writer in May 1836. 
He preached to a considerable congregation, in a 
wattled booth of humble pretensions, with earthen 
floor ; and for seats, stakes driven into the ground, 
with rough boards or slabs nailed on them. The 
next time that Station was seen by him was on 
Sabbath morning, March 25th, 1877. On ap- 
proaching, he beheld, on a rising eminence, above 
the main road over a hill, commanding an exten- 
sive coast and sea-view, a noble stone chapel 66 
feet by 40, height from floor to ceiling 20 feet. 
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with a foundation in front 7 feet from the ground 
to the level of the floor. The inside is substanti- 
ally fitted up with cedar seats and mahogany 
communion rails, the windows being tastefully 
ornamented with stained glass. Our feelings of 
delight and gratitude are better remembered than 
they can be described, when, on entering the pul- 
pit, the entire area of the building, filled from comer 
to corner with worshippers assembled to listen to 
the Word of Life, presented a scene eliciting the 
mental exclamation, ** What hath God wrought ! '* 

An idea of the willingness of the people and 
friends to aid is seen in the fact that ;6^ioo lox. 
was given as " wages surrendered from the pay 
lists as voluntary service and aid from Paradise 
Pen, in appreciation of Wesleyan employees." 
The chapel was erected by Rev. T. M. Geddes, and 
is named Meamsville. There is a good day-school, 
with school-house and teacher's residence, on the 
land. 

There are two other places in this Circuit, west- 
ward of Savanna- La-Mar, one at Little London, 
where we have a good plain stone chapel, erected 
by Rev. R. Raw ; the other named Sheffield, 
near Negril Bay, which is the west end of the 
Island. The Rev. R. Inglis was the first Wesleyan 
minister who preached at this place, and it has 
been since wrought at an outlay of much labour, 
and hard travelling over very bad roads. It is 
hoped the Society will soon be enabled to com- 
mence a new chapel ; a small sum being gathered 
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for the purpose as a banning of effort At 
Guy's Hill, in St Mary's, the Rev. W. Hodgson 
had succeeded in raising a good framed chapeL 
The inside finishing, with close boarding and 
pulpit, was completed in 184 1-2 by the writer, 
when the building had a narrow escape of being 
reduced to ashes. Smoke and flame were seen 
rising up the side of the chapeL Providentially, 
help was soon on the spot, and by united efforts 
and a supply of water, the fire was extinguished, 
with damage to a portion of the boarding and 
windows. Thanksgiving was then offered to God 
in the chapel for its preservation. The fire was 
purely accidentaL 

Owing to the new openings presenting them- 
selves so numerously for establishing out-stations, 
several of our Circuits had a greater number of 
places attached than we could possibly supply 
with the r^ularity that was desirable, and that 
we ardently wished. And as the number of atten- 
dants on our ministry increased according to any 
additional attention we were able to bestow, we 
often deeply mourned that our visits to many 
places of promising importance were necessarily 
so seldom. The Guy's Hill Circuit in 1 84 1 had 
Guy's Hill, Beechain Hill, in the parish of St. 
Thomas-in-the-Vale, Ramble, in the mountains, 
Port Maria and Oracabessa, or Morley — after Rev. 
George Morley, — ^in St Mary's. The roads were 
proverbially bad, mere riding tracks, and often 
dangerous. But notwithstanding difficulties, we 
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had an increase in this Circuit of seventy-six 
members, with fifty-two conversions. 

Our number of members in the District was 
25,182. In the course of the year 1841 the 
Brethren John Greenwood and William Redfern 
were taken from us by death. The former died 
at Stoney Hill, from the effects of a drenching by 
rain, inducing fever ; the latter died in the Black 
River Circuit. He received a severe wetting, and 
staying in his wet clothes to inter a corpse, took 
fever and died. He expired, happy in God, on 
the 15 th July. 

In the country parts of the Island, the land 
and its surroundings soon exhibited a changed 
aspect in the numerous small settlements and 
freeholds, bought and built on, appearing in all 
directions, as the newly-acquired residences of 
the recently-liberated peasantry. This, while it 
increased their domestic comforts, in many in- 
stances took them much farther from their accus- 
tomed places of worship, increasing our difficulty 
in following them up by pastoral visitation, and 
also rendered additipnal places of worship indis- 
pensable. 

The spiritual state of the Societies was generally 
cheering. Many of the members, in relating their 
Christian experience, gave clear testimony of their 
conversion to God, their continued saving faith 
in a crucified Saviour, and their enjoyment of 
the witness of the Spirit to their adoption as 
children of God, while their patient endurance of 
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trial afforded confirmatory evidence of a genuine 
change of heart. The surprising gift of prayer 
possessed by many, while praying for the spread 
of the Gospel and the salvation of souls, was 
delightful. Their liberality also, giving, in some 
of the Circuits, beyond the required average 
amount per member, enabled us humbly and 
thankfully to boast of their love to the cause 
of God at our District Meeting 1840, as also 
at other times, both previously and subsequently. 

An important measure was brought before the 
Honourable House of Assembly in 1840 by a 
member of the House, James Taylor, Esq., one 
of the Leaders in the Coke Society, and a Local 
Preacher in the Kingston Circuit. The members 
of the House were desirous to legalize the mar- 
riages that had been duly solemnized by the Mis- 
sionaries among the slaves in the past. To show 
the favourable spirit of the House of Assembly 
at that time, the draft of the Bill prepared by our 
Missionaries, and presented by Mr. Taylor, was 
agreed to in substance, and was adopted with but 
slight variation. An extract from a letter written 
during the progress of this measure may be in- 
serted : — " The House also, during its Session just 
closed, has liberally granted ;£^I200 in answer to 
the petitions of four of the Missionaries, who were 
engaged in chapel-building. And it is due to 
the Honourable Members to state that they have 
manifested a strong desire to meet the wishes of 
the Missionaries with regard to the Marriage Law. 

S 
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~ — 

The Bill is not yet printed, but it has received 
the Governor's assent ; and as soon as it can be 
procured I shall furnish the Committee with a 
copy. Should there be anything in it objection- 
able, it must not be attributed to the Assembly. 
That House desires to deal fairly and liberally 
with all classes of the inhabitants." 
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Rev. J. Edmondson's Letter, etc. — Division of District — Swollen 
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Revs. Millsom, Blake, and Young — Great Fire in Kingston — 
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as Deputation from Conference — Removal to and Arrival from 
other West India Islands of Several Missionaries — Notes on 
Mr. Young's Visit — Dalvey — Extract from Rev. E. Eraser's 
Journal — Mount Edmondson — Maroon Town — Captain H. 
Vickers — Rev. J. G. Manly's Letter. 

AN idea may be formed of the pressure of the 
claims presented by the additional openings 
for our Missionary labours throughout the Island, 
from an extract of a published letter, written by 
our Chairman, Rev. Jonathan Edmondson, to the 
Committee, under date August 7th, 1841. It 
runs thus : — " Even before our late deprivations, 
we had not nearly a sufficient number of Mission- 
aries to carry on the affairs of the Mission with 
becoming vigour. Mr. Greenwood died in January. 
I have succeeded in obtaining a temporary supply 
for Black River ; but in the event of either his 
death or removal, I know not what to do or where 
to look for a supply for Mr. Lewis. That the 
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Committee are in difficulties I know, and that it 
would afford them more pleasure to send than to 
withhold a proper number of Missionaries I firmly 
believe ; but really, while enlargement is viewed 
as out of our power, are we not to have the places 
of men who are called to their endless rest filled 
up ? " The Mr. Lewis alluded to was Rev. Lewis 
Lewis, who shortly after returned to England 
from failure of health. In a publication from one 
of our General Secretaries, issued a few months 
later from our Mission House Centenary Hall, 
Bishopsgate, the author says : " In Jamaica, to say 
nothing of the other West India Districts, fifteen 
additional Missionaries arc immediately required." 
The financial difficulties of the parent Society 
were most severely felt at this time. But the 
embarrassment was not caused by diminution of 
income, by extravagant expenditure, or by a lessen- 
ing of confidence on the part of the Christian 
public, in our Executive or our work, but by the 
unparalleled successes of our Missions in general, 
and of extraordinary and extensive openings in 
particular, which we had entered or were entering. 
Jamaica was one of those special and highly- 
encouraging spots in the great harvest-field of the 
world. 

We give an extract from the publication 
already alluded to: — ^** In the year 1 840, a lai^er 
number of Wesleyan Missionaries were stationed 
in Kingston alone than in the whole Island in 
1815, and more members in the Colony, by 5000, 
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than in all the West India Islands, including 
Jan^aica, occupied by the Society in 1 8 1 5. * What 
hath Go4 wrought ! ' " The friendship among the 
various denominations deserves mention. As we 
had no chapel pf our own at Port Maria, Guy's 
Hill Circuit, the Rev. Mr. Simpson, Presbyterian, 
kindly lent us the Kirk for our Missionary Meet- 
ing jn 1841. 

In January \ 842 we held 9ur Eastern Sectional 
Pistrict Meeting jn Kingston, as we had divided 
the District into Eastern and Western Sections, 
the Western to meet at Montego Bay in February, 
to adniit pf the Chairms^n attending both, and a 
Triennial Meeting of the entire District to be held 
as usual at Kingston. Qyt after a few years this 
plan was given up, as it was found to be not so 
convenient for the complete and efficient working 
of the District as the long-established usage had 
been. Three excellent brethren, Revs. George 
Sayery, E, S. Thompson, and William Sinclair were 
welcomed frpm England as fellow-labourers. 

During the past year, the writer paid a visit to 
Port Antonio, Hope Bay, and Buff Bay, on a 
Missionary Meeting tour, passing through Annotto 
Bay. The Missionary who may be stationed in 
that Circuit has to contend with both difficulty 
and danger, from the formidable rivers, which are 
sometin^es impassable. On the occasion of the 
writer's visit, after having ridden from Guy's Hill, 
he found the Rio Grande fearfully swollen, and 
crowds of people on either bank, anxious, but not 
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daring to cross. A man with a powerful horse 
saying he must go over if possible, as he was on 
express, the writer was encouraged to put in, 
following the man as a guide, but with a caution 
from the man to watch him ; that if he were seen 
to turn his horse's head round to the bank, to 
do the same instantly, and make for the bank we 
had left. But a kind Providence carried us both 
over in safety, thoroughly saturated. After hold- 
ing the Missionary Meeting in the Port Antonio 
Court House, at which the Revs. James Atkins, 
John Williams, and Richard Davis were speakers, 
we next day proceeded to Hope Bay, for a meet- 
ing there. We had to go by sea in a boat, as 
the Rio Grande was not fordable, our horses being 
taken up into the country, and swum over. On 
the return journey to Guy's Hill, the Swift river, 
the Spanish river, and the BuflF river, after a delay 
of two days, were passable by the help of a guide. 
But on arriving at Annotto Bay, and reaching the 
bank of the Aqua Alta, commonly called " Wag 
Water," a man and horse were seen standing 
dripping on the bank, having just narrowly 
escaped drowning ; the rider had ventured in, 
when his horse was soon washed from under him ; 
providentially both man and horse regained the 
bank by swimming. Of course detention at An- 
notto Bay for the night was unavoidable ; but next 
day, by hiring a canoe and rowing round the mouth 
of the river, and having the horse swum over at 
the stern of the boat higher up the river course. 
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the writer reached Port Maria, and then rode on 
to Guy's Hill that evening. 

A terrible calamity occurred while the writer 
was preaching at Oracabessa, on Sunday morning, 
December 1 9th. The bursting of a water-spout, 
or the concussion of clouds heavily charged, had 
caused the descent of an immense body of water 
within the space of a mile or two in the adjacent 
mountain ; and in its rush down the mountain, 
tearing up trees, bearing away cottages, and 
rapidly overflowing the river course, swept nine 
people, some being children, out to sea ; they 
were all drowned, while many were saved by 
clinging to high trees. One building, a store, 
was floated from its pillars, and lodged against a 
large tree. Those who saw the fall of water said, 
"It was not like rain ; if a vessel was held out 
at the time, it filled immediately." The river 
course by the road to Guy's Hill was so cut up 
that the writer, passing up next day, observed one 
hollow, made by the descent of water and dis- 
lodgment of trees, that would have taken in a 
waggon and team of oxen. 

In 1843, the writer having had severe domestic 
and personal affliction, was stationed at Port Royal 
in the Kingston Circuit. The cause of God was 
encouragingly prosperous throughout the Circuit, 
and had been steadily increasing, both in numbers 
and finance, for several years. The chapels in 
town. Port Royal, and the country were well 
attended. Our number of chapels and preaching 
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places was nine. The ministers for the Circuit 
that year were James Edney, Samuel Simmons, 
Kichard Harding, Henry B. Foster, and William 
Sinclair. And, as the Kingston pulpits had to be 
as regularly supplied as possible, the country 
places necessarily suffered for want of a regular 
supply of ministerial attention ; while the heavy 
claims of the town Societies, with their large 
membership, requiring pastoral and sick visitation, 
marriages, burials, quarterly renewal of tickets, 
and other duties, rendered it impossible for us 
to open more new places, although invited to 
do so. 

On the 1st August, the Mount Fletcher Chapel 
in the Port Royal Mountains was opened. This 
was a good substantial stone building, worthy of 
the name given it in honour of the Rev. John 
Fletcher, one of Mr. Wesley's clerical coadjutors. 
Another new chapel was opened towards the. 
close of the year, at Union, on the road about 
midway between the city and Mount Fletcher ; 
the two places being formed into a separate 
Circuit during the following year. 

The happy state of feeling, and harmony of 
working, existing between us and our office-bearers 
may be gathered from a Resolution, proposed by 
one of the Leaders, and unanimously adopted at 
our Quarterly Meeting, held at Coke Chapel, for 
the June quarter of that year. The following is 
a copy in full : — 

" Resolved, That this meeting is sensibly alive 
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to the importance of using every possible diligence 
and exertion, in order to the growth of practical 
piety, and the more abundant effusion of the 
Holy Spirit, among the people of our care, in 
order to a more glorious revival, and the out- 
pouring of God's blessing upon the Church, that 
the word of eternal truth may have free course, 
run, and be glorified in the conversion of sinners, 
the pulling down the strongholds of sin and 
Satan, and the building up of believers in their 
most holy faith ; and in order to the firm and 
continued establishment of unity, peace, and con- 
cord, and a spirit of tender affection and burning 
zeal among our Societies. To aim at accomplish- 
ing these highly-important spiritual objects, this 
meeting individually and collectively pledges itself, 
in humble dependence on the grace of God, to 
be more than ever attentive to personal religion, 
and fervent and unceasing prayer ; to consecrate 
themselves afresh to the service of the Great Head 
of the Church ; to give themselves more fully to 
the work of love and charity, to invite and en- 
courage the wanderer ; punctually to attend all 
the means of grace, and to enjoin this important 
duty on the members of our respective classes ; 
to be more stirred up in the discharge of our 
responsibilities as officers of the Church, and thus, 
by a life of " holiness to the Lord," secure an 
extension and revival of His work, and the pro- 
motion of vital godliness among the people." 
And when at the close of the year we drew up 
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our Report for the coming District Meeting, we 
found, after making up for deaths, removals, and 
expulsions, 6,209 members, showing an increase 
of 660 members, with upwards of 250 on trial, 
and financially, a handsome surplus balance of 
Circuit receipts to be paid over to the Trustees 
of Coke Chapel. 

A pleasing duty fell to the lot of the writer 
among the shipping at Port Royal. A letter 
was sent on shore from H.M.S. Illustrious^ the 
flag-ship of Admiral Sir Charles Adams, to the 
" Resident Wesleyan Minister," requesting him to 
go on board, taking Quarterly Tickets to renew 
the tickets of the Methodist class on board the 
ship. A canoe was soon engaged, and we went 
on board. Being conducted to the boatswain's 
store-room, at the head of he ship, we found a 
class of twenty-two men, many of them truly 
converted to God, and others earnestly seeking 
salvation. They had been formed into a Wesleyan 
class by Rev. W. Crosscombe, while the ship was 
lying at Halifax, Nova Scotia. A sterling man, 
named "Madgwick," had been appointed their 
Leader. Their number was increasing, as some 
were admitted on trial on this occasion. They 
had an excellent collection of books for their own 
use, which they had purchased chiefly from the 
savings of their grog money. At Port Royal 
they added to their library by the purchase of 
" Benson's Commentary," in six volumes. They 
had been subscribing class-money, which was duly 
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handed in by the Leader, and added to the Port 
Royal receipts. 

During the year two brethren died, Rev. Thomas 
Hardy, second, who, on landing in Jamaica, 
was so ill with pulmonary affection that he was 
unable to take any public duty. His sufferings, 
which were great, he bore with Christian fortitude, 
still hoping to be employed in the work of preach- 
ing Christ to sinners, and calling them to repent- 
ance. On the writer asking him, shortly before 
his death, if Christ were precious to his soul, he 
exclaimed, " Yes, delightfully precious," and hear- 
ing the words, ** streams of mercy," he said em- 
phatically, " never ceasing!' He died in peace at 
Port Royal, May 6th, and was buried on the 7th, 
at Ebenezer, in the presence of an immense con- 
course of spectators. On the 1 7 th of the same 
month, the Rev. Philip Chapman, who came out 
in 1836, died at Mount Ward. He was an accept- 
able and useful preacher, and greatly beloved by 
the people of his charge. His end was peaceful 
and triumphant. Our staff of Missionaries had a 
timely reinforcement by the arrival of Revs. 
George Millsom, Edwin Blake, and Martin Young. 

During this year an awful calamity befel the 
city of Kingston, in an extensive and destructive 
fire, which broke out in Harbour Street on Saturday 
afternoon, 26th August, and raged with uncon- 
trollable fury, spreading from house to house, and 
then from the streets to the back lanes, with such 
fearful rapidity, burning all before it for several 
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hours, that by a late hour of the night there 
seemed but little hope of checking its progress, 
until the expedient was adopted of blowing up 
some of the houses with bombs, to break the 
connection, which succeeded to some extent. In 
this terrible fire our two large chapels were most 
marvellously preserved. Our noble Wesley Chapel, 
in Thames Street, was so surrounded by blazing 
buildings, the new schoolroom in the yard being 
also on fire, that its preservation was truly 
astonishing. The united efforts that were made 
to save the chapel were most amazing. Men 
were on the triple roof, tearing off the shingles 
as they ignited from the falling flakes that were 
blown on from other buildings, and throwing 
them over the parapet, to be extinguished by those 
below ; women working nobly, carrying buckets 
and other vessels of water, to be handed by men 
on the ladders to those on the roof. By morning 
dawn not a building in that locality was left 
standing except the chapel, and Brother Simmons' 
residence across the lane ; the schoolroom having 
a portion of the roof and flooring saved by the 
vigorous efforts of some sailors of the crew of a 
man-of-war at Port Royal, who were sent up to 
aid in extinguishing this fearful conflagration. 
Their timely aid prevented the flames from the 
schoolroom communicating with the chapel. The 
writer saw a number of those brave tars lying about 
the premises fast asleep in the early morning, froni 
the excessive fatigue they had just undergone. 
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Mr. Simmons' residence was saved, with only, 
partial damage, by extraordinary exertion rendered 
by both town and country members ; these latter, 
having been down to the Saturday market, re- 
mained to afford their help, staying on the roof 
to spread and saturate blankets and other pro- 
tectives with water, their exertions being greatly 
aided by two immense ginep trees, the thick and 
lofty foliage, of which providentially sheltered the 
house. The wind carrying the fire up Duke 
Street, and across Queen Street, Coke Chapel 
became in most imminent danger, and when some 
of the wood-work on the school premises took 
firfe, tht friends commenced to remove the movable 
fittings of the chapel, lamps, etc., to a safer 
locality. But beyond this, and some slight effects 
of water, no damage was done to the buildings. 
Next morning, Sunday, no preaching service could 
be held in either of the chapels. A prayer- 
meeting, conducted by the writer, was held in 
Coke Chapel. Never can we forget the irrepressf- 
ble emotions of gJ-atitude to God manifested 
throughout the entire congregation, when those 
lines were given out at the commencement of the 
service, 

** Great God, Thy watchful care we bless. 
Which guards these sacred courts in peace." 

At this period, 1843, °"^ people manifested 
their willingness to support the Gospel ministry 
among them to the best of their ability, as was 
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evidenced by the average amount of receipts for 
the two Methodistic items of class and ticket 
money for that year, the lowest average being 
from one of our poor Circuits, ys, 2~rf., while every 
other Circuit of the twenty comprising the Dis- 
trict was above the average requirement ; and 
three Circuits, Savanna-la-Mar, Beechamville, and 
Black River, raised respectively \2s, 5^., \2s. 3f^/., 
and 1 1 J". \\d, per member, from the two sources 
above named ; and for the St. Ann's Bay Cir- 
cuit, in the next year, 1 2s, 6d. was reached as the 
average amount per member. This being also a 
season of very considerable chapel-building and 
enlarging, and of general extension of the work, 
many other calls were made upon our people, 
which were cheerfully and liberally responded to, 
besides their usual quota in aid of the General 
Missionary Fund, and for repairs of chapels. 

At the District Meeting of 1844 we had the 
Rev. Robert Young presiding as a Deputation 
from Conference. Mr. Young had formerly been 
an acceptable and useful Missionary in Jamaica, 
and his visit was therefore gratifying both to us 
and to his numerous old friends in the Societies 
who had enjoyed the benefits of his ministry, and 
the pleasure of his friendship. The number of 
members reported for 1843 in Jamaica was 26,469, 
being an increase of 579. In this year our 
efficiency in the ministerial staff was improved by 
the appointment of several brethren, who had been 
labouring in other districts, and who therefore 
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brought with them ripened experience in Mission 
work. These were the Revs. Richard Hornabrook, 
Henry B. Britten, John G. Manly, and William 
West, all married men. The benefit, however, was 
not all on our side, as some of our Missionaries 
who had been several years in Jamaica were 
appointed to the other districts in the West 
Indies, and consequently took with them valuable 
knowledge of, and aptitude for, the toils of the 
West India Mission. 

During this year we only lost one Missionary 
by death, the Rev. Richard Davies, who died at 
Morant Bay, and who was appointed in 1838. 
" His untiring efforts in the Redeemer's cause 
secured him the respect and affection of the people 
in every Circuit in which he laboured. He died 
November ist, rejoicing in the God of his salvation." 

Our Jamaica Mission was evidently growing in 
importance in the view of the Committee, and in 
the estimation of the Wesleyan body in Great 
Britain. The timely visit of the Rev. Robert 
Young and its happy results cannot be better 
given than in the Committee's official recognition 
of his services, found in " Missionary Notices, 
1844." 

** Wesleyan Mission House, 

" BiSHOPSGATE Street Within, 

" Loftdofty March loth, 

"Jamaica. — Mr, Youngs safe return to England. 
We are thankful to be able to announce the safe. 
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return of the Rev. Robert Young from Jamaica, 
and that the end of his important mission to that 
interesting sphere of the Society's operations has 
been fully accomplished. The Annual District 
Meeting, at which he presided, assisted by the 
Rev. Jonathan Edmondson, Chairman of the 
District, was characterized by great harmony, and 
marked by the special blessing of the Great Head 
of the Church. On enquiring into the state and 
prospects of the several Circuits, it was reported 
that prosperity generally prevailed, and that not- 
withstanding the very laige addition which has 
been made to our religious Societies in the Island 
during the past few years, the aggregate number 
of Church members still continues to increase. The 
financial state of the District was found equally 
encouraging ; the Missionaries entered most heartily 
into the Committee's views, as explained by Mr. 
Young, on the subject of economy ; and such 
arrangements were made as will afford consider- 
able relief to the home funds of the Society. Mr. 
Young received a most affectionate welcome from 
his old friends, among whom he had formerly 
laboured with much success ; and they, and his 
brethren the missionaries, unite in presenting to 
the Committee their warmest acknowledgments 
for his very seasonable and beneficial visit" 

One measure, resolved on at that District 
Meeting, for the relief of the Committee's funds, 
was the voluntary relinquishment of ;£^iooo of 
the Annual Grant made in support of the Mission. 
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We had confidence in the attachment of our 
people, and in their readiness to make increased 
contributions, even in the spirit of deeper sacri- 
fice, to carry on the work they so much loved. 

One or two particulars in Mr. Young's report 
of his visit may be interesting to the reader. 
He says: " I arrived on the 31st December, 1843, 
in the city of Kingston, after an absence of more 
than seventeen years. It was the holy Sabbath, 
and I went from the vessel to one of our large 
chapels, where I found the people had just assem- 
bled for worship. I had not been many minutes 
in the place before I was recognised ; and one 
person exclaimed with peculiar emotion, * O my 
spiritual father ! ' In a moment I was surrounded. 
To see what I then saw, and to hear what I then 
heard, was ample compensation for the risk of 
health, and the sacrifice of domestic comfort, 
which my mission to that country necessarily in- 
volved. I had not been long in the country 
before I was much impressed with the delightful 
change which had been effected in the circum- 
stances of the negro population. The holidays 
of Christmas and the New Year, which were 
formerly spent in noisy revelry, drumming, danc- 
ing, drunkenness, and debauchery, now passed off 
with the utmost quiet and good order. On my 
visit to the Port Royal mountains, one person, in 
describing the happy results of the labours of our 
Missionary in that locality, bent forward, closed 
her eyes, and put her fingers upon them, saying, 

6 
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* When Massa Harding came to these mountains, 
we stood so ; but now," presenting herself erect, 
and opening her eyes marvellously wide, said, * we 
stand so.' " 

Mr. Young also bore testimony to an ardent 
desire then existing for what we have now happily 
established. He says, " I would recommend to 
this Society, that as soon as possible a Theological 
Institution be established on the Island of Jamaica, 
for the training of native Missionaries. This 
measure would be a great benefit to that country, 
as well as to Africa. The prospect of such an 
establishment there (Jamaica) greatly delights our 
people, who would, I have no doubt, contribute 
most handsomely to its support. Having men- 
tioned the subject, on my recent visit to some 
of the members of the Honourable House of 
Assembly, they expressed themselves much de- 
lighted, and begged to be informed as soon as our 
plans were completed, that they might bring the 
subject before the House, as they had no doubt 
of obtaining legislative aid for such an under- 
taking." 

In the course of this year, a new chapel was 
opened at Dalvey, in St. Thomas-in-the-East ; 
size 50 feet by 30, with a vestry 17 feet square. 
It was opened on Good Friday. The nucleus of 
the Society was from Bath, and from Rocky Point ; 
others were reclaimed from the world and sin. 
Rev. James Atkins wrote subsequently of it : 
" Every Lord's Day the chapel and vestry are 
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crowded to excess, and yet there are scores stand- 
ing outside." 

A brief extract of a journal letter written by- 
Rev. Edward Fraser, dated " Montego Bay, April 
1844," may be inserted here: — "January 3rd. 
We had a meeting for the children. Rev. W. H. 
Hann came from a neighbouring Circuit to help 
me, and under his address several of the little 
ones showed strong marks of real feeling. 

" 1 7th. — Reached Kingston. Frightful ravages 
of the fire are to be seen here. 

" 1 8th. — Our District Meeting began, Rev. 
Robert Young presiding. We had a good prayer- 
meeting for the commencement. 

" February 4th. — On my way back to my own 
Circuit, I preached at Watsonville for Mr. Savery. 
We had a good congregation and a pleasing 
people. Their behaviour in the chapel and after 
service was remarkably proper. A number of 
classes were met under the trees around the 
chapel, to some of which I went, and offered my 
services to call the papers. This they took in 
such a way as gave me additional reason to think 
that the people here are distinguished for a mild 
spirit and sweet manners. 

" 20th. — Began renewing tickets to the Society 
in Montego Bay, and experienced a blessing in 
the spirit of faith and charity excited by our 
mutual conversation. , 

. "25th. — Went to Mount Edmondson. The 
chapel was filled at an early hour. The Sunday- 
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school met twice, and the attendance was large. 
After the morning preaching about ten persons 
came to be admitted into the Society on trial. 
Two or three military men were among the 
number. 

"28th. — Went up to Mount Ward, which is 
now included in the Montego Bay Circuit." 

The mention of Mount Edmondson in the fore- 
going extract may make a further allusion to 
that interesting station appropriate and accept- 
able. Our station at Maroon Town, in Trelawney, 
named, as a mark of respect, after our esteemed 
Chairman, is at the very spot where the terrible 
Maroon war of 1795 broke out. The commence- 
ment of that war is detailed in " Coke's West 
Indies," under the head "Jamaica." The account 
is far too lengthy to transcribe. The war origi- 
nated in a deep feeling of revenge for punishment 
by flogging, inflicted on some Maroons, who were 
convicted of stealing pigs from Vaughan's Field, 
a property close by. They admitted the justice 
of the sentence, but could not brook the degrada- 
tion to their tribe ; and after bitter threats, com- 
menced hostilities, and, in rage and desperation, 
intended to attack the town of Montego Bay, and 
to meet the British and Colonial troops in arms, 
risking their future destiny on the fortune of war. 
At the first outbreak, British troops were collected 
and sent up from Trelawney ; but as the Maroons 
were aware of their coming, they intrenched them- 
selves on the steep acclivity of a lofty mountain, 
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rising almost perpendicularly above the narrow 
pass, along which they knew the soldiers must 
come, and where they could only advance in 
single file. The Maroons being well armed, 
hidden by foliage, and in a position perfectly 
inaccessible, picked off every man of the com- 
pany except one, who alone escaped to tell the 
sad fate of his comrades. The writer has ridden 
along this defile, which is now called " Dragoon 
Hole," the lower side of the track presenting a 
deep and rugged gorge. After this disaster to 
our troops, a larger force was sent against the 
Maroons ; they were overpowered, captured, and 
shipped off to Nova Scotia, at an expense of 
;6^2 5,000 to the Island. Maroon Town was 
afterwards made a military depdt, with a splendid 
range of buildings, barracks, officers' quarters, 
hospital, etc. This explains the quotation from 
Mr. Eraser's journal : " Two or three military 
men were among the number admitted into the 
Society on trial." Some residents still there 
speak of the Christian character and efforts to do 
good of Captain Hedley Vicars, when stationed 
there with his regiment. 

At the commencement of 1867 Mount Ed- 
mondson was transferred to the Falmouth Circuit, 
to which the writer was then appointed. On his 
periodical visits to this mountain station from 
1867 to 1870 inclusive, he had the use of the 
old Vaughan's Field " Great House," originally 
the residence of Mr. Vaughan, a white gentleman. 
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and owner of the large property. Its dilapidated 
state afforded only limited protection in rainy, 
and excited some fears in windy weather. Still, 
it was an acceptable accommodation, until a vestry 
and sleeping apartment were built on the chapel 
premises. 

Returning to the period from which Mr. 
Eraser's Journal led us to digress, we insert an 
extract from another letter, written by Rev. J. G. 
Manly, dated "Clarendon, 20th August, 1844." 
He says : " I have had the privilege of witnessing 
the influence of the Gospel on the European and 
the American, on the civilized and the savage ; 
and I find that to them, and to the oppressed or 
emancipated slave, it is alike the power of God 
unto salvation. Contemplating the subjects and 
fruits of Wesleyan Methodist Missions in this 
country, — in the humble cottage, and in the great 
congregation, in the place of Christian intercourse 
and worship, and on the couch of affliction, — I have 
seen and heard enough to evince the excellency 
and efficiency of the Gospel, and to illustrate most 
honourably the spirit, the diligence, and fidelity of 
my respected predecessors. Could the Committee, 
Collectors, and Contributors of our various Auxili- 
aries and Branch Missionary Societies at home look 
upon the living fruit of their labours in the Mission- 
field, and contrast them with the former fruit of 
ignorance, superstition, and sin, they would feel 
themselves abundantly compensated for their self- 
denying zeal, and propelled afresh to the labour 
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of love. I have the pleasure to inform you that 
the schools in this neighbourhood, Clarendon, and 
in the parish of Vere, have been re-opened a few 
months, and give promise of efficiency and con- 
tinuance. About seventy scholars are enrolled 
here, and about 1 1 2 in Vere ; the average daily 
attendance being, of course, less. The members 
of Society contribute of their scanty substance 
with a liberality and readiness which does them 
great honour, and bespeaks their appreciation of 
spiritual privileges and blessings." 
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ON comparing present results with past efforts, 
we feel assured that if the Wesleyan body 
in Jamaica were now in possession of results to 
which its persevering Missionary labours, ministe- 
rially and educationally, together with its vast 
financial outlay, have fairly entitled it, it would 
have in its communion hundreds of men, like the 
late Edward Fraser for high-toned Christian 
principle, and sanctified intellectual development, 
capable of filling the most responsible offices of 
trust, and occupying positions of influence and 
power in all grades of society. There are now, 
in all parts of the Island, many men of ability, — 
sons and grandsons of parents who owed their 
conversion to God to His blessing on Wesleyan 
Missionary instrumentality, and whose holy and 
useful lives adorned the doctrine of God their 
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Saviour, and who have gone to Heaven, praising 
God for the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
preached to them by Wesley an Missionaries, while 
their glorified spirits will for ever thank God for 
that way in which he led them to Himself and to 
glory. It is true there are pleasing instances in 
which the promise " The children of Thy servants 
shall continue, and their seed shall be established 
before thee" (Psalm cii. 28) has been fulfilled ; as 
there are now those in our ranks who are usefully 
and honourably employed in the Ministry ; nume- 
rous others as Teachers and Office-bearers, with 
many who, though not in immediate Church- 
fejlowship with us, cheerfully aid our cause finan- 
cially. But still we cannot conceal the fact that 
the promise, " Instead of thy fathers, shall be thy 
children" (Psalm xlv. 16), has not been realized 
to the extent that might have been reasonably 
expected, by the continuance of the children of 
Methodist parents in that section of the Church 
with which their early associations are connected, 
and in which, as seekers of salvation, and children 
of God, they might rise up, filling the places of 
their departed fathers and mothers. Perhaps, in 
some cases, improvement in outward circumstances 
and a rising position in life have seemed, but only 
seemed, incompatible with submission to the whole- 
some discipline of the Wesleyan Church. 

In 1 844 there were, on the Conference Stations 
for Jamaica, 34 Missionaries, including 2 Assist- 
ant Missionaries ; and the same number in 1845 
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of my discourse ; the people were sobbing and 
weeping in every part of the chapel. Six of our 
Leaders have been cut off ; among them, Mr. W. 
Paul, who was for more than forty years a con- 
sistent member of our Society, and for the greater 
part of that time an acceptable Local-preacher, 
and very useful Class-leader. 

" The conduct of the medical gentlemen, in the 
several places in which cholera has appeared, has 
been beyond all praise ; but it is with deep regret 
I inform you that it has already laid seven of 
their number low in death." 

The Rev. W. Sinclair writes from Ocho Rios, 
December 27th, 1850 : — "At Port Maria, about 
seven miles from Morley, two hundred and fifty 
inhabitants remain, out of a population of a 
thousand. It is pleasing to observe that the 
people generally recognise this awful visitation as 
sent by God, and as a just retribution for their 
sins. Now that the Lord has arisen * out of His 
holy places' the people fear and tremble. At 
Newstead the congregation is doubled in numbers, 
the chapel is crowded, and nearly one hundred 
there have been received on trial for membership." 

At Port Maria, the town alluded to by Mr. 
Sinclair, the dead were placed in a house, which 
was then set fire to, as it was found impossible to 
bury the corpses. 

We now subjoin a portion of a letter written 
by Rev. William West, dated " Kingston, January 
28th, 1851." Speaking of the cholera, Mr. West 
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says : " To convey anything like a just impression 
of the scenes that transpired, of the feelings that 
were experienced, of the consternation that pre- 
vailed, and of the efforts that were put forth by 
the intelligent and influential, while the epidemic 
was raging in Kingston, would be impossible. 
From two or three per day the number of deaths 
rapidly rose to a hundred, a hundred and fifty, 
and one day, it is said, two hundred and eighty 
interments took place, and this in a population of 
not more than 40,000. The dead carts might 
be seen in all directions, bearing the fallen to the 
different places of interment, while medical gentle- 
men, and ministers of religion, and the visitors of 
the Merchants' Benevolent Society were going 
from house to house, enquiring for the sick and 
necessitous, administering to their wants. One 
scene that I witnessed can never be erased from 
my memory. It was at a house of ill fame, which, 
in company with the Rev, Mr. Oughton, Dr. 
Allman, and one or two other gentlemen, I visited, 
having been informed that the inmates were in a 
fearful state. In that wretched abode we counted 
not fewer than fourteen females, most of whom 
were in the last stages of the disease ; and there 
was one seated in a chair, her head reclining on 
a table, whom, when we ^came to touch, we found 
dead — stiff and cold. Oh how terrible are the 
judgments of God ! The whole has now passed 
away like a fearful dream, and things are again 
wearing their wonted aspect. Our loss of mem- 
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bers in this Circuit during the prevalence of the 
£ipi>aUing scourge has been great ; for besides 
those who died of other diseases, four hundred 
and twenty-five have fallen by the cholera alone, 
of whom twenty-seven were Leaders. Matters 
throughout the Circuit are, I am happy to say, 
iigain looking up, and four hundred and forty- 
four were reported on trial for membership at 
our l>?cember Quarterly Meeting. The District 
Meeting has been postponed until the 6th 
February^ to meet the wishes of those brethren 
whose Circuit matters have been thrown back by 
tho cholera.** 

At the time of this awful calamity, the writer 
yi^ stationed at St. Ann's Bay ; and on the 
Abatement of its virulence affording leisure for 
writing the Committee, who had manifested the 
Uee^vest sympathy with us in this fearful time, he 
wrote them a letter, which was also inserted in the 
Notices, with this introduction : — "The subjoined 
letter fn.^m the Rev. H. B. Foster contains, in the 
forn>er portion of it, painful but instructive par- 
ticulars ; and in the latter part of it conveys most 
delightful intelligence of the revival of religion 
in the St. Ann*s Bay Station, which authorises the 
hope that the late heavy chastening will be sanc- 
tified by the mercy and gjrace of God to the 
spiritual benefit of many." 

Extract. — "St. Ann's Bay, December 27th, 
1850. The sword of the destroying angel cut down 
its first victim at St. Ann's Bay on the 7th No- 
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vember. The individual had been over to Kingston, 
and returned two days before his seizure ; and but a 
few hours before his death had been ridiculing any 
fear of contagion, and boasting of his health, after 
coming from the midst of the dead and the dying. 
The cases on the Bay soon increased ; death after 
seizure was fearfully sudden, — in many instances 
only a few hours ; and on Sunday, November 24th, 
the mortality for that day alone was twenty-five. 
During the last fortnight there has been, through 
God's mercy, a gradual abatement of the pestilence. 
Yesterday there were two deaths. The loss in 
the population of St Ann's Bay is estimated at 
fully one-third. Some houses are almost emptied 
of their occupants ; and clusters of graves are how 
the visible and mournful trophies of Death's con- 
quests. The lamentable necessity, if one may 
speak plainly, that existed for such a manifestation 
of the Divine displeasure against this demoralized 
land, has been for some years distressingly evident, 
and has filled the minds of God's people with 
apprehension that some dreadful calamity would 
soon betoken the exhaustion of the Divine for- 
bearance. Immorality in almost every form, and 
in every grade of society, had risen to a most 
revolting and dreadful pitch. Adultery and for- 
nication were deluging the land in an overwhelm- 
ing flood of licentiousness. Sabbath-breaking 
among many of the higher orders was becoming 
the rule, and observance of the hallowed day the 
exception. Thousands of backsliders from our 
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is extending his visits to a mountain locality of 
difficult access, named Balaclava, in the parish of 
Saint Elizabeth, with good prospects of success. 

In 1846, the Rev. Edwin Blake made efforts 
for building a chapel in Black River. He says : 
" We have exerted ourselves and raised £60 
sterling, and purchased a piece of land in the 
town of Black River, with the view to the erection 
of a chapel. Our place of worship here is only 
a small and oppressively hot room, for which a 
rental of £2,6 is annually paid. I am persuaded 
that a sufficiently commodious building might be 
erected with the subscriptions that have been pro- 
mised and a small debt on the premises." Mr. 
Blake also adds from his Journal : " Sunday, 1 9th 
July. — A delightful season at the Mountain Side 
Love-feast. Some of the old Leaders manifested 
great feeling when they referred to the first visits 
of Mr. Simmons to them, and the good they 
obtained under his preaching and other labours. 
Since that period God hath wrought great things 
for His people here ; they now have a beautiful 
chapel, a well-conducted Day-school, and all the 
means of grace peculiar to Methodism. 

"August 1st, Saturday. — A memorable day in 
the history of Jamaica. The public service in the 
forenoon was well attended, and the * offerings ' 
for the chapel (Black River) amounted to seven 
guineas. 

" 2nd, Sunday. — This day a large number at- 
tended at the public worship of Almighty God." 
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In the printed Report for 1 846, the Committee 
say : " In Jamaica many of the people are pur- 
chasing lots of land and commencing cultivation 
on their own account. The population is thus 
becoming more extensively diffused over the face 
of the country. While this process has been 
going on, a process which created the necessity 
for such an increase in the number of Missionaries 
as would enable them to follow and watch over 
their scattered flocks, the pecuniary difficulties of 
the Society have compelled the Committee to 
leave without supply important vacancies in our 
Missionary ranks, occasioned by sickness and 
death ; and thus, in effect, to diminish rather 
than increase the total number of Missionaries in 
actual service." Still, although the financial cir- 
cumstances of the Committee did not warrant 
them sending the full number of Missionaries 
required, they were evidently desirous to meet, to 
some extent, the urgent appeals from the Jamaica 
District for help ; and in the year 1 846, the Revs. 
Samuel Burrell, William Tyson, and James R. 
Westley arrived to join our ranks. In a letter dated 
"Kingston, September 7th, 1 846," Mr. Burrell says: 
" I have had several opportunities of proclaiming 
the Word of Life, and of attending other means 
of grace. The state of our Societies fills my heart 
with joy ; when I look upon the substantial and 
commodious chapels raised here, the triumphs of 
grace in so many hearts, and the spirit of hearing 
manifested, I am constrained to cry with astonish- 
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ment, * What hath God wrought ! ' I am staying 
at present with Mr. Bleby, from whom I have re- 
ceived great kindness. It is now probable I shall 
go, according to your directions, to Montego Bay." 

In that year our Coke Chapel in Kingston 
underwent a thorough repair. Subscriptions and 
donations had been previously gathered ; the Com- 
mittee allowed ;£^IS0 from the surplus receipts of 
the Circuit. The services at the opening realized 
about £ySi 2i^d the entire cost of repairs, amount- 
ing to about ;£^500, would have thus been nearly 
met, but for an awful visitation occurring. In a 
thunderstorm, the lightning struck the noble 
edifice,* causing damage involving an additional 
expenditure of £^o. The same flash, it is sup- 
posed, caused the death of one of our old mem- 
bers, who was struck at the time, and died during 
the night. 

In the middle of this year, our respected Chair- 
man, Rev. J. Edmondson, and our beloved brother. 
Rev. Edward Eraser, were appointed as a Depu- 
tation from our District to attend the meeting of 
the " Evangelical Alliance " in England, and to 
assure that very important meeting of our high 
appreciation of their Christian principles, and of 
their united efforts to promote the best interests 
of our Redeemer's Kingdom ; and also to express 
our desire to fraternize with them, and to be 
recognised by them as brethren " in the kingdom 
and patience of Jesus," and as co-workers in the 
Lord's vineyard. 
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In 1 847, our Western Section District Meeting 
was again held at Montego Bay, but this partial 
division of the District was soon found to be in- 
expedient. Our number of members for this year 
was 23,283, showing a decrease on the previous 
year. Just prior to the ensuing District Meeting, 
we lost a valuable young Missionary by death, 
the Rev. William Henry Hann. He died at 
Kingston, January loth, 1847, ^iged thirty years, 
leaving a widow and two children. His funeral 
was one of the largest that had ever been wit- 
nessed, — attendance estimated at five or six thou- 
sand. He left many seals to his ministry, 
especially among the young. His son is now 
in our Ministry. We lost one other Missionary 
by death, during this year, 1 847, James R. Westley, 
who during a residence of thirteen months gave 
reason to hope for him a career of more than 
ordinary usefulness. He died at Kingston of 
yellow fever, 29th November, leaving fruit of his 
labours. 

But our Societies and congregations were be- 
ginning seriously to feel the sad effects of the 
agricultural and commercial depression caused 
by the action of the Sugar Duties Bill passed 
by the Home Government in 1 846, equalising the 
duty on British colonial sugar with that on slave- 
grown sugar from slave colonies- The effect of 
this measure was said to be very disastrous, in 
so crippling the struggling proprietors that they 
were unable at once to produce the staple of the 

7 
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of much promise, and respectable pulpit talents, 
and highly esteemed by his brethren in the Dis- 
trict He died in great peace in the thirty-third 
year of his age, and the tenth of his ministry." 

His bereaved widow died in Kingston on the 
19th April following. 

In the August number of the Missionary Notices 
for 185 1, our Committee write of Jamaica : " The 
appalling visitation of pestilence, which has yet 
scarcely ceased within the Island, has gone far 
towards consummating the wide-spread ruin which 
agricultural and commercial depression had b^^n. 
General poverty pervades the mass of the popula- 
tion, and it is not to be wondered at that the 
finances of our Mission should have greatly fallen 
off. The terrible visitation has awakened a lively 
concern in the minds of thousands in regard to 
their spiritual and eternal interests. Four Mis- 
sionaries ought to have been sent immediately 
after the last Conference, to reinforce the Jamaica 
Mission ; a further reinforcement is now required ; 
but the Committee have no means for any increase 
of the Grant to the Jamaica District, unless their 
income should be larger than that of last year." 

The following letter from the Rev. William 
Holdsworth, dated Savanna-la-Mar, July loth, 
1851, is graphically descriptive: — "The cholera 
has at last made its appearance among us. The 
disease has been most fatal : cases of recovery are 
very rare. Between two and three hundred are 
dead, and the cases to-day are more numerous, 
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and the disease is becoming more malignant. 
Several of my last Sunday congregation are in 
eternity. On Monday a woman died who was 
well and knelt with me, while praying with another, 
in the morning. Her son read the burial service 
over her ; in a few hours after he died, and a 
brother read over him, and in a short time he too 
was committed to the dust. My servants have 
been sick, and I have had to be both doctor and 
nurse. The Lord has vouchsafed His blessing, 
and they are doing well. The Rev. John Hutchins 
(Baptist) was cut off in fourteen hours from the 
commencement of the attack. I was with him 
till he breathed his last, saw him committed to 
the tomb, and performed the last office for him. 
We are losing a large percentage of our people. 
I have seen the greater part of them, and have 
been much cheered in witnessing their peaceful 
and triumphant dissolution. Several of our old 
people have encouraged me much. They have 
gone, sweetly resting on Jesus. One old lady, 
whilst struggling with her last enemy, lifted up 
her hand (cramped and as if stiffened with death) 
tov^ards heaven, intimating that her record was 
on high. Could the contributors to our Divine 
institution witness such scenes, the best feelings 
of their humanity would cry, 

** * Too much for this I cannot give, 
Too much for this I cannot do.' 

** Your agents have not laboured in vain, neither 
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are they labouring in vain. They are populating 
heaven with precious souls, and in this land are 
sending gems to adorn the diadem of their Re- 
deemer. Society matters were encouraging up to 
the time of our visitation ; but this will be a 
severe shock. 

" Our people are a willing people ; but they are 
poor generally, and the deepest distress may be 
expected. The packet-post will soon leave, and 
I hastily close this hastily-written document'* 

In a subsequent letter, dated October 14th, 
Mr. Holdsworth says : — ** More than 400 have 
fallen in the town, from a population of 2,000 or 
2,500. One-fifth of our members and one Leader 
are among the victims. The piety of the people 
is of a superior kind to what it was, and I think 
this refutes the idea of declension." 

On the 1st August the foundation-stone of 
a new chapel, seven and a half miles from St 
Ann's Bay, was laid by our Chairman, Rev. J. 
Edmondson. The Society and congregation had 
been worshipping, for the previous eleven years, in 
an old building at Pope's Bay, in which the 
writer preached at the commencement of our 
occupancy, and at the close, when land had been 
purchased, and a temporary shelter for preaching 
erected, purchased the building and carted away 
the materials (good stone and hard wood timber) 
to the new site, to be named Hoolebury, This 
locality was nearer the residence of the majority 
of our people. The St Ann's Bay members, 
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friends, and community, with two valuable boxes 
of presents from the Committee and Mrs. Hoole, 
of London, nobly helped in getting up a bazaar, 
which materially aided our progress with the 
building. But, as the Society was small, and not 
wealthy, we had at first to proceed by slow 
degrees. However, eventually a creditable chapel 
was completed by a succeeding minister, aided by 
the proceeds of the bazaar which had been held, 
and had realized ;f 84. A donation of five pounds, 
by Messrs. Manning and Anderdon, the proprietors 
of the estates adjoining Hoolebury, was gratifying 
as a proof of their appreciation of our labours 
here. The work of God prospered encouragingly 
during the year. A good proportion of those 
that had been received on trial continued stead- 
fast ; and, notwithstanding the cholera was still 
devastating some parts of the Island, and carrying 
off more of our members, we were able at the 
District Meeting to report an increase of 2,704, 
thus more than making up in numbers for the 
decrease of 2,425 in the preceding year. The 
increase in the St. Ann's Bay Circuit was 235, 
and in other Circuits a like proportion. 

Of Beechamville, the Rev. James Atkins writes: 
" Our greatly improved congregations have been 
sustained throughout the year ; a large number of 
our young converts have stood firm, and are 
giving * diligence to make their calling and elec- 
tion sure.' Our Quarterly Lovefeasts have been 
' times of refreshing from the presence of the 



142 WESLEYAN-METHODISM IN JAMAICA. 

Lord/ Many have given cheering testimony to 
the efficiency of Divine grace." 

In 1852 the Island was visited extensively by 
the scourge of small-pox. This, also, was fearfully 
calamitous, as it prevailed in a most virulent form. 
In the large parish of St. Ann, where the writer 
was then labouring, upwards of 2,000 cases oc- 
curred, in which the deaths were about 15 per 
cent. God was certainly having a controversy 
with us as a people. But we think the trying 
dispensation was sanctified to the spiritual good 
of many, in bringing them to the Saviour ; and 
that our own people bore the affliction with 
Christian submission to the Divine will we had 
abundant evidence. The great amount of sickness, 
and consequent inability to labour for several 
weeks after recovery, seriously impoverished our 
poor people, who were chiefly of the labouring 
class. Our District, of course, unavoidably suf- 
fered financially ; and our numerical increase for 
the year was also seriously retarded by the 
epidemic. Still, our brethren laboured on in hope, 
as will be seen by the following brief extracts 
from their correspondence with the Committee. 

From Yallahs the Rev. W. Hodgson writes : — 
" Our new chapel at Yallahs, which cost ;f 466, 
and which is free from debt, we are happy to say, 
is attended by large and respectable congregations 
on the Lord's Day. We are cheered by the hope 
that it may be the spiritual birthplace of many 
precious souls. 
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"At our Providence Station, in this Circuit, 
overflowing congregations have induced us to 
enlarge our chapel. It is now as large again as 
it was. The outlay is £\\2, all of which has 
been nobly given by our poor people, a few friends, 
and the Parish Vestry. The latter gave ;£^20. 
We have now three good chapels in the Circuit, 
(Yallahs, Providence, and Bethesda, the latter 
built by the Rev. Richard Harding), with only 
;^288 debt. Speaking generally of our work in 
this Island, we may say we have ground for hope, 
and we have peace in our borders." 

The Rev. John Vaz writes from Port Antonio, 
May 1 8th, 1852 : — " Wanting further accommoda- 
tion for our numerous congregation in this town, 
and having obtained the sanction of the District 
Meeting, we immediately commenced the erection 
of a gallery opposite the pulpit. The cost will 
not exceed ;f 50, and it will be met as follows : — 
;C20. granted, unsolicited, by the Parish Vestry, 
and the balance by the spontaneous liberality of 
the friends and members of Society. On Sunday, 
April 25 th, we were favoured with the valuable 
services of our esteemed General Superintendent, 
the Rev. Jonathan Edmondson, who preached 
morning and evening, and made collections towards 
the liquidation of the debt incurred in the erection 
of the gallery. You may form some idea of the 
value placed upon the ministerial services of the 
Chairman, when some declared, after the service 
had been concluded, 'They could have sat an 
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hour or two longer to hear him.' * Onward ' is 
our watchword, and it shall echo, by Divine grace, 
through our ranks, ' while a sinner unsaved is to 
be found, or an imperfect believer remains in the 
Militant Church,' 

" No sooner had cholera glutted the greedy 
grave, and passed from our weeping land, than 
another destroyer, the loathsome small-pox, gave 
fearful signs of its presence ; and close upon the 
small-pox is to be seen the measles. Alas, we 
have judgment upon judgment ! Oh that all 
may * hear the rod, and who hath appointed it' " 
Several smart shocks of earthquake were felt in 
the Island this year, but mercifully restrained 
from very serious consequences. 

At the Annual Missionary Meeting in London, 
held in Exeter Hall, May 3rd, 1852, the Report 
embodied the following statement contained in a 
letter from the Jamaica District Meeting : — ^" Our 
Society income has been increased for the year 
by ;f 1,500. Most of the Circuits have made 
vigorous and successful efforts to relieve the pres- 
sure of trust debts. And the Auxiliary Mission 
Fund, which is our effort to assist the Committee's 
General Fund, is ;f 1,100, an amount above the 
preceding year by ;f 300. In fine, there appears, 
upon the face of our Mission work, a revived 
freshness and promise, for which we * thank God, 
and take courage.' 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Extent ot Mount Ward Circuit — Number of Members in the 
Island — ^Trust Debts — St. Thomas-in-the-East — Deaths of Revs. 
W. B. WildLsh, Jas. Atkins, and D. Kerr — Second Visitation of 
Cholera — Death of Rev. Timothy Curtis — Revs. Geddes and 
Pamther accepted — Rev. George Sargeant arrives from Antigua 
— Daniel Pinnock, a Candidate — Rev. J. Cox arrives from 
Antigua — Dies at Morant Bay — His Son accepted by Conference 
— Letter from Rev. A. Edman — An Unsolicited Donation — 
Revival of i86i — Letter from Rev. W. Hodgson — Extracts 
from Others — ^Death of Rev. H. Carter — At District Meeting 
of 1862, every Circuit reports Increase of Membership. 

WE have previously spoken of Mount Ward, 
as having once been one of the out-stations 
of the Montego Bay Circuit The aggressive and 
expansive character of Wesleyan-Methodism, in 
an extensive Mission-field like that of Jamaica, 
and also the readiness of the people, whose hearts 
are prepared of the Lord, to embrace a soul-saving 
Gospel, when its glad sound has gone forth among 
them, are strikingly manifest in a letter from the 
Rev. W. West, dated Mount Ward, July 19th, 
1852 : — " I am happy to inform you that, consider- 
ing the extent of this Circuit, and the difficulty of 
supplying some of the places, its affairs on the 
whole present a favourable and encouraging aspect. 
How unwieldy and unmanageable it is, you may 

10 
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judge when informed that there are nine chapels, 
and these so situated that a tour of the Circuit, 
either from Mount Ward, where the Superinten- 
dent resides, or from Savanna-La-Mar, the resi- 
dence of the second Preacher, involves a journey 
of nearly one hundred and eighty miles. This, 
too, in a Jamaica climate, and in a part of the 
Island where the roads are generally such that 
one who has never been out of England can form 
but an imperfect notion of the stones and mud 
that diversify them, rendering travelling, in either 
wet or dry weather, extremely unpleasant and 
fatiguing. Either my colleague or myself devotes 
every fourth Sabbath, with one or two adjacent 
days, to Mountain Side, or Black River. Now 
Mountain Side is little short of fifty, and Black 
River is about thirty-eight miles from where 
I reside. Two other places in the Circuit, 
Sheffield and Amsterdam, to which we devote 
one Sabbath in the quarter, are, one, thirty-two, 
the other thirty-nine miles from my house ; while 
there are four other places, at the respective 
distances of eight, ten, fifteen, and sixteen miles ; 
and all expect regular visits from the Ministers 
on the Sabbath-daysr 

Three of the *' other places " alluded to by Mr. 
West in the foregoing letter were Mount Reece, 
quite in the interior of the mountains, Coke's 
View, midway between Mount Ward and Savanna- 
la-Mar, and Cave, as then named, but now named 
Mearnsville, already described in this narrative, 



WESLEYAN-METHODISM IN JAMAICA. 147 

with its beautiful, substantial chapel and thriving, 
congregation and Society, and where we have 
now added a good stone-built vestry, with hard 
wood roof, estimated worth about eighty pounds, 
toward which the people have subscribed liberally 
in money and labour. The unwieldiness of the 
above-named Circuit, in which three Circuits had 
been amalgamated, was found objectionable to 
efficient working, and subsequently it was divided 
into three Circuits as before, viz., Mount Ward, 
Savanna-la-Mar, and Black River. 

At the close of the year we had the sad and 
somewhat discouraging discovery that numerically 
we were 1037 less in membership in the Island 
than at the close of the previous year, our number 
being now reduced to 19,478. We lost by death 
the Rev. Thomas Phelps, an amiable, industrious, 
and useful Missionary. 

Some idea of the necessity for effort and 
liberality in our field of operation, and for help 
from home, may be gathered from the fact that on 
December 31st, 1852, our debts on chapels were 
^19*883, and on houses ;£^4,6i 3, — total, ;£^24,496, 
inclusive of some debts due the Committee. 

In 1853 the writer went into St. Thomas-in- 
the-East, one of the chief sugar-growing parishes 
in the Island, and having, in the time of slavery 
a very large slave population, from whom many 
thousands had been gathered into the Wesleyan 
section of the Church of Christ. In one exten- 
sive lovely plain, through which ran the noble 
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Plantain Garden river, there were fonneriy nine or 
ten lai^ sugar estates, eight of which being still 
in cultivation, our people were able to obtain em- 
plo>^ment (although often at reduced wages), and 
their attendance at our chapels around this centre 
c^ industry was highly encouraging. The chapels 
were Bath, Port Morant, Rodcy Point, Dalve>% 
Airy Castle, and a small chapel they had buih 
themselves on Holland Elstate. But at Manchio- 
neal, on the north-east coast of the Island, most 
of the sugar properties were either entirely or 
partially abandoned, thereby greatly impoverishing 
our people. However, those who had bought 
small portions of land, and those who could walk 
into the ** River District " to work, were just able 
to maintain themselves and families, and con- 
tribute a little in support of their Churches. 

In this large and important parish, our Com- 
mittee had purchased for us three eligible resi- 
dences, viz., " Highbury," for Morant Bay, on a 
pleasant elevation, about half a mile from the 
town ; for Bath, a house named ** Sun-flower," 
commanding a fine view of properties in the 
sugar district ; and for Manchioneal, a healthily- 
situated house and land named ''Kensington," 
commanding a beautiful sea view, and surrounded 
by quite a Methodist village. 

We had this year to mourn the loss of a young 
and highly-promising Missionary, the Rev. William 
B. Wildish. On loth April, the day of his 
seizure with symptoms of fever, he had been 
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preaching at Red Hills, in the Kingston Circuit. 
He was accommodated for the night in the house 
of Mrs. Betty, a Leader. On returning to Kings- 
ton, the attack proved to be yellow fever, which 
terminated in his death on the 19th April, 

1853. He landed in Jamaica only in October 
1 85 I, and had laboured for a short time in St. 
Ann's Bay, where he was greatly beloved. He 
gave, in his dying experience, " most satisfactory 
testimony of his confidence in God." A funeral 
sermon was preached for him in each of the three 
Kingston chapels. 

We had also in the following year to grieve 
over the graves of two more of our fellow-labourers, 
namely, first, the Rev. James Atkins, who came 
out in 1834, and "prosecuted his Missionary 
labours here with great success for nearly twenty 
years." He also died in Kingston, 24th January, 

1854, i^ ^^ forty-sixth year of his age; and 
second. Rev. David Kerr, a native of Edinburgh, 
and recommended by Rev. Valentine Ward, and 
an aged veteran in the cause of Christ in the 
Jamaica Wesleyan Mission. He was here in the 
" troublous times," and endured his share of per- 
secution, "and on several occasions boldly hazarded 
his life for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
" He was an able Minister of the New Testament, 
* rightly dividing the Word of truth.* His gifts in 
prayer were remarkable ; and while he was leading 
his congregations to the mercy-seat, many felt 
as if they were under the very wings of tKe 
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cherubim. His whole deportment in the House 
of God Tft-as strikingly expressive of his solemn 
sense of the arduous duties of his office, and the 
weighty responsibilities under which it placed him. 
The Head of the Church gave him many souls, 
who will be the crown of his rejoicing in the day 
of the Lord. His death was sudden ; but it cannot 
be doubted that he was ready for his gpreat change. 
He was seized with malignant cholera at St. Ann s 
Bay, on the 14th June, 1854 ; and after an illness 
of only eight hours, he entered into the joy of 
his Lord, in the sixty-second year of his age, and 
the thirtieth of his ministry." In 1853, Rev. J. 
Edmondson sent the following statistics to the 
Committee: — "In January 1835 the District re- 
ported 13,365 members, and in 1853, 19,478. 
Increase, in eighteen years, 6,113, besides the 
numbers who have safely escaped to the heavenly 
kingdom." 

The second visitation of cholera, occurring in 
1854, was not so extensive, or so awfully destruc- 
tive in its effects, as the first. It had this pecu- 
liarity, viz., that in those places where it had been 
most severe in the first, it was comparatively mild, 
n the second, and vice versd. This visitation was 
severe in the Manchioneal District, as in and 
around the town two hundred and fifteen persons 
died. A large proportion of these had been 
members of our Society, and our Church, there- 
fore, sustained a heavy loss. This was also the 
case in several other parts of the Island. Still 
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we think the number of recoveries was greater, as 
compared to cases, than in the former visitation. 
The Government supplied those of us who were 
members of the Board of Health with medicines, 
blankets, etc., for distribution. This measure has 
evidently been productive of much good in the 
preservation of life. The spiritual results of this 
calamity were, that many flocked to the House of 
Grod who had become negligent ; others, in con- 
siderable numbers, who were living in a state of 
concubinage, became married ; many under con- 
viction of sin were admitted on trial, and an 
encouraging number of those continued stedfasL 
More Missionaries were required, but our Com- 
mittee had not funds to send them. 

Another valuable Missionary was taken from 
us in the midst of his usefulness, on the 24th 
December, 1854, aged forty-nine, the Rev. Timothy 
Curtis. He had been attacked by cholera in Fal- 
mouth, and although apparently recovering from 
the attack, he sank under the extreme debility 
which followed. The published obituary rightly 
says of him : " He was a man of eminent piety, 
and a Minister owned of God. He created at 
once a salutary impression of his character and 
office. None mistook the man of prayer and the 
messenger of God, and those who valued religion 
loved and venerated him. He had laboured in 
Jamaica twenty-three years." In the two years, 
1853 and 1854, our loss of membership was 
1,686, owing to a very large extent to the ravages 
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of the fearful epidemic. At the District Meeting 
in January 1855 two young men, natives of 
Jamaica, Thomas Middleton Geddes, and Robert 
Myrie Pamther, were cordially recommended to 
the Conference to be admitted on trial for our 
Ministry, and were accepted. They have ever 
since been labouring acceptably and usefully in 
the District At the time of their reception, one 
of our Missionaries was returning home, whose 
place the Committee were unable to supply, but 
the great Head of the Church thus supplied our 
need. But in the month of August we lost a 
young Missionary, James Kerr, son of the late 
Rev. David Kerr. " He had been for some time 
a successful teacher, and being called to the work 
of the Ministry, was appointed to a Circuit in 
1850. He died in the twenty -ninth year of his 
age." In the autumn of this year our ranks were 
strengthened by the arrival of three young brethren, 
the Revs. Thomas Raspass, Aaron Edman, and 
Thomas Protheroe. We were truly grateful to 
our Committee and Conference for their continued 
willingness to supply our field with labourers, not- 
withstanding the successive discouragements with 
which our Reports had been varied. 

A gratifying scene presented itself on a Sun- 
day morning in April, at Dalvey. A considerable 
company was approaching the chapel, headed by 
Robert Walker, the patriarchal servant of Christ, 
already named in this narrative. On his arm was 
leaning a venerable old lady of colour, who having 
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been previously induced to visit the chapel was 
now coming to give herself ** to the Lord, and unto 
us by the will of God." Her s^e and influence 
in the community rendered the event one of 
grateful rejoicing to many who desired the pros- 
perity of Zion and the good of souls. 

At the Annual Meeting of our District, in 
January 1856, we still had to regret declension in 
numbers, although the decrease was comparatively 
small — probably less than the nimiber of deaths 
that had taken place in our Societies during the 
past year, our loss being 115. We might pos- 
sibly keep up our numbers, could we relax our 
wholesome discipline, and allow our members to 
attend horse-races, etc^ or leave it optional to meet 
in class. But if ever these infractions of our rule 
be permitted, the glory would certainly depart from 
our sanctuaries. An addition was made to our staff 
at this time by the appointment of Rev. George 
Sargeant from the Antigua District to Jamaica. 

On the 5th September in this year our brother 
Protheroe ''died in the faith and hope of the 
Gospel^ But God in His infinite wisdom had 
provided His Church with another workman, a 
young man, a native of Kingston, named Daniel 
Pinnock, who, having given evidence of his con- 
version to God and call to the Ministry, was 
gladly received as a Candidate. 

In 1 85 7 we could record : " Our people here are 
not indifferent to the manifestations of Christian 
liberality exhibited by our Churches at home« 
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The key-note of ;^ 15 0,000, struck in England as 
the amount of Missionary inconie to be aimed at, 
reverberates harmoniously even here, and little as 
we can do, comparatively, to aid in securing the 
grand result, that little wll, we trust, be done 
cheerfully." This year we had no death in our 
ministerial ranks, but we had again mournfully to 
place on our records a decrease of yg6 members. 

We were favoured with the appointment to our 
District of the Rev. James Cox, from Antigua. 
Mr. Cox was a noted champion of the Temperance 
cause, and a useful Missionary. He did not live 
to labour long here, as he died of fever, apparently 
from exposure to the sun at Morant Bay, May 30th, 
1859, after a ministerial course of thirty-six years. 
As a preacher of God's Holy Word he was highly 
acceptable and useful. " His end was peaceful, and 
his remains were followed to their last resting- 
place by sorrowing multitudes." It was the pain- 
ful duty of the writer to commit his remains to 
the silent tomb. His son, Rev. H. M. H. Cox, is 
now honourably employed as one of our Mission- 
aries in the District. 

Another candidate for our Ministry from among 
the fruits of our Mission labour, William Clark 
Murray, was presented and accepted at the District 
Meeting 1858. He was a native of Port Royal, 
and his mother, by whose pious instructions he 
had benefited, was one of our devoted Leaders. 

Our number of members in the Island was now, 
January 1858, found to be reduced to 16,636, the 
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decrease on the past year having been 245. We 
feared that a sense of the evil of sin was blunted 
in the consciences of the people by the facility 
with which their illegitimate children were bap- 
tized ; for instance, one Sunday, at a Church of 
England in St Thomas-in-the-East, 30 children 
were baptized, and only three were legitimate. 

But during the year then entered upon, the 
downward progress appeared, as we hoped, to be 
checked. 

We find in the Report of the Anniversary 
Meeting held in Exeter Hall, May 2nd, 1859, as 
read by Rev. George Osborn, the following: — "A 
communication on the subject of self-support ad- 
dressed to Jamaica has received a careful consider- 
ation, and the Brethren write in answer as 
follows : ' We are happy to say that the prospects 
of the District are less gloomy. We do not 
report a decrease this year. We have pi*oved the 
willingness of our emancipated people to assist us 
in finance, and should be sanguine in our expecta- 
tions were it possible to secure for them even a 
moderate share of remunerative employment. . . . 
Amidst the oppression of our poor people, their 
liberality towards the Mission Fund has been upon 
the increase. In 1850 they raised j^'Sso; this 
year we report ;^2000.'" 

The following letter is from the Rev. Aaron 
Edman, dated " Yallahs, Jamaica, May 2 5th, 1859. 
It affords me pleasure to inform you of our efforts 
to form a new Society at Easingtori. For a long 
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time it has been felt that the inhabitants in the 
centre of the parish of St. David should have the 
preaching of the Word, and be supplied with the 
means of grace. Good Friday was the day for 
commencing our services. A respectable Hebrew 
kindly lent us a piece of land, on which a large 
booth was erected for the purpose, and also the 
steps to the door of his residence for a pulpit. 
At ten o'clock a.m., about five hundred people 
assembled, and the meeting was continued till four 
p.m. The preacher selected for his text, *We 
preach Christ crucified : ' and many listened with 
deep attention to the doctrine of the Cross. The 
power of the Cross was present Several, after 
the close of the service, expressed a desire to join 
the Society, and a class has been formed, which is 
regularly met on the Thursday afternoon. Nor 
was the Hebrew offended, for he has since pro- 
mised as a subscription ;^i towards building a 
Wesleyan Chapel." 

An evidence of the willingness of our people to 
give, even in time of poverty, was shown on our 
calling over the Class-papers of the Bath Society 
one Sunday after service for contributions to 
supply new galvanized guttering for our large 
chapel, when at once ;^io was promptly and 
cheerfully promised. This sum was exceeded in 
payments by several pounds. 

And during the year i860, as we found at our 
District Meeting January 1861, our Missionary 
money was £2^ 1 60. 
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In i860 the writer received a pleasing testi- 
monial, from which the following is an extract. 

" Plantain Garden River, Nov. yA. 
" Rev. H. B. Foster. 

" Dear Sir, — As most of the labourers on this estate 
are connected with the Wesleyan Society, of which you 
are the present minister in Bath, and as they have for 
some years past been well behaved and orderly, I beg 
to hand you a cheque for ;;^io, donation from this estate 
to the funds of the Mission; and I beg to add this 
donation has the full concurrence of my constituents in 
London. I enclose my own subscription. 

" Yours faithfuUy, 

"S. S." 

About this time we were beginning to observe 
some encouraging signs, indicative of good ; such 
as increased attendance at our public services, 
manifestations of religious awakening, with desires 
on the part of some who were living improperly 
lo become married. And although no definitely 
special plan of human agency was in operation to 
bring about a revival, we had been bringing before 
our people the intelligence of the gracious and 
extensive revivals with which America, Ireland, 
and other places had been and still were blest. 
And doubtless much fervent and united prayer 
was offered by our people, and by those of other 
Churches, for a similar outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit upon us. And in the early part of October 
1 860 an extraordinary revival commenced in the 
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western portion of the Island. It began by the 
powerful awakening and deep conviction of a few 
individuals in the neighbourhood of Mount Ward. 
So great was their mental agony, that their cases 
excited particular attention. Soon the number of 
stricken penitents was increased, and ministers 
found themselves applied to from various quarters 
to go and pray with distressed seekers of salvation. 
The ministers gladly opened the chapels for 
special prayer-meetings, and it became necessary 
to hold the services by day as well as by night, 
and to protract them to a late hour of the night 
Prayer-meetings were also held in the houses of 
the Leaders. So intense was the concern of the 
awakened for salvation, that for a time everything 
else seemed to be forgotten and set aside, while 
every power of the soul was engaged in seeking 
mercy. And then, as one after another found 
peace with God, they formed little parties, and 
dispersed themselves in groups, some going in one 
direction, and some in another, seeking theif 
relatives, friends, and fellow-work-people, that 
they might tell them what the Lord had done for 
their souls, and to invite them also to "come to 
Jesus." By these means great good was done, 
and the revival rapidly spread, so that village 
after village, settlement after settlement, and town 
after town, were brought under its gracious in- 
fluence. And it was a remarkable fact, that as 
the revival spread it seemed to find the people 
that had been previously careless, and many 
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notoriously wicked, awe-stricken, and ready to 
acknowledge the hand of God in the movement. 
Such wide-spread seriousness was observed, that 
the people seemed a people ** prepared of the 
Lord." By the early part of 1861 the work 
had reached nearly through the Island, and was 
still progressing. 

Some of the features of the work were extra- 
ordinary and unaccountable. Its approach was 
preceded by a greatly increased spirit of hearing, 
and the consequent enlargement of our congrega- 
tions, both on Sundays and week-days. And 
when the spirit of conviction was poured out, 
large numbers were awakened — many were pros- 
trated to the ground under strong agony of mind, 
while the convulsive sobs, bitter tears, and profuse 
perspiration showed that the hand of God was 
upon them ; and that with regard to mental 
dread " the pains of hell had got hold upon " 
them. Their full and free confessions of past 
sins proved their sense of guilt, and evinced how 
deeply they felt it, while their prompt abandon- 
ment of past habits of vice, especially of con- 
cubinage and licentiousness, quarrelling and 
obeahism, gave evidence of sincerity. The dif- 
ference of the degrees of distress, and of its 
duration, was also a singular feature. Some 
continued several days and nights in distress of 
mind, taking scarcely any food ; some were in 
distress for weeks, while others soon found peace, 
and were enabled to rejoiqe in God, knowing in 
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whom they had believed, and feeling that they 
had redemption through the blood of Christ, even 
the forgiveness of sins. One very remarkable 
feature of this revival was the extraordinary gift 
and power of prayer, that seemed all at once to 
be possessed by the converts, even in the cases of 
persons who were supposed to have been up to 
that time extremely ignorant. Yet so appropriate 
were their prayers, — so comprehensive and en- 
larged their expressions in prayer for blessings 
for themselves and others, and so accurate and 
abundant were their quotations of Scripture in 
prayer and praise, as perfectly to astonish those 
who listened to them. Another feature of the 
work, and one which proved it to be the work of 
God, was the manner in which it originally broke 
out, and in which it continued to spread so rapidly ; 
its apparent comparative independency of human 
agency. In many stages of its progress human 
agency appeared to be set aside, and while the 
work went on triumphantly, it was manifest the 
glory all belonged to God. 

Another proof of the genuineness of the work 
was the anxiety of the people who became 
awakened to avail themselves of the earliest 
opportunity to become members of the Christian 
Church. In proof of this, the Wesleyan Society 
alone received upwards of 6,500 of these new 
professed converts, on trial for membership, be- 
tween the 1st October, i860, and the 31st 
March, 1861 ; whikf other denominations were 
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blessed in a similar proportion. And it was 
gratifying to observe that vast numbers of these 
were able to bear satisfactory testimony of their 
sound scriptural conversion to God. The writer 
has been delighted and profited, while meeting 
them in class, with the warm-hearted declarations 
of faith in Christ, and of a conscious participation 
of a saving interest in His death and sacrifice, 
given by young men and women, and men and 
women in the prime of life, and likely to become use- 
ful in the Church of Christ The new converts also 
showed their love to the cause of God by beginning 
at once to contribute to its support, and for the 
maintenance of the Christian ministry among them. 
At this time we found our schoolrooms, con- 
tiguous to the chapels, as in Kingston and other 
towns, very useful, the penitents being taken from 
the chapel to the schoolroom to be prayed with 
by the Leaders, who aided in the work. In the 
Kingston Circuit alone 994 were received on trial 
in the above period. A letter from Rev. S. 
Smythe, of Falmouth, dated "April 19th, iSei,** 
says, " Three hundred received on trial in this 
Circuit" Another, from Rev. Aaron Edman, dated 
** Yallahs, April 23rd," states, "About 250 people 
have applied to be received on trial. Nearly every 
day I have to be from home marrying people, or 
attending to the people stricken to the earth on 
account of their sins. About 100 people called 
upon me at my own residence this afternoon for 
prayer and spiritual advice." 

\\ 
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The Rev. W. Hodgson writes from Clarendon, 
April 1 86 1 : — "We are having glorious times in 
Clarendon ; our chapels are filled on the week- 
day evening, as well as on Sunday." The Rev. 
Edward Fraser, writing from Saint Ann's Bay, 
1 2th April, 1 86 1, says : " I have reckoned such as 
have actually taken a note of admittance from my 
hands, and the number received on trial in the 
St. Ann's Bay Circuit is i8o." The foregoing 
extracts are from letters addressed to the writer 
by the brethren named. 

We add two or three brief extracts from the 
Missionaries to the Committee. From Rev. John 
Corlett, MontegoBay, November 1 7th, 1 860. " On 
October 22nd, I proceeded to Mount Ward, and 
found Mr. and Mrs. Mearns, and the principal 
Local Preacher, Mr. Edwards, and all the Leaders 
and friends, quite in the spirit of the good work. 

" 25 th. — After a very interesting and productive 
Missionary Meeting, the revival service was kept 
up all night, and soon after daylight, the company 
left for their homes singing— 

" ' O happy day ! O happy day ! 
When Jesus takes my sins away.' " 

Rev. William Tyson writes, January 7th, 1 86 1 : 
" I hear that the numbers in the Montego Bay 
Circuit are likely to be doubled. And still the 
work spreads and grows." 

Rev. H. W. Haime writes from Duncans, 
January 28th, 186 1 : — "In every comer of our 



WESLEYAN-METHODISM IN JAMAICA. 163 

spacious chapel were to be found old and young 
prostrated ; their agonizing cries for mercy suffi- 
cient to soften the hardest hearts, while the new 
converts caused the chapel to ring with ascriptions 
of praise." 

Messrs. Edmondson, Geddes, and others wrote 
similar accounts. 

In this year, 1861, we lost one beloved Mis- 
sionary, the Rev. Herbert Carter, who was con- 
verted in early life under the ministry of the 
Rev. Isaac Whitehouse, and entered the Christian 
ministry in 1843. " He grew in the esteem of his 
brethren as an able and trustworthy Superinten- 
dent In his domestic circle he was correct and 
affectionate, and among his flocks respected and 
beloved. He died September 29th, at the age 
of forty-two. He was one of the first native 
ministers of the Wesleyan body ordained in 
Jamaica, and it is encouraging to reflect that he 
fulfilled his course, and lived and died approved." 

On assembling at our District Meeting in 
Kingston, in January 1862, we were cheered and 
encouraged on finding that every Circuit in the 
Island, without an exception, brought in a report 
of a gratifying increase of members, and that the 
aggregate increase amounted to 4,271. Such an 
increase, while it gladdened our hearts, was felt by 
us to add to the weight of our solemn responsi- 
bility. It also gave us an additional plea to urge, 
in entreating the Committee to send us out a 
further supply of men to aid in building up and 
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carrying on the work, which they were evidently 
willing to do, as they publish, relative to this 
period : " Two Missionaries have during the year 
been sent to reinforce the Jamaica District, and it 
is pleasant to observe that an increased number of 
two is recommended." 



CHAPTER IX. 

Continued Effects of the Revival — Jubilee of Wesleyan Missionary 
Society — Arrival of Revs. Bunting and Raw — Death of Rev, 
G. Millsom — Outbreak at Morant Bay — Deaths of Revs. Rowden 
and Edmondson — Arrival of Revs. Lewis, Sutton, and Chap- 
man — Liquidation Grant from Jubilee Fund — Letter from Rev. 
H. Bunting, dated Ocho Rios — Falmouth — Destruction of 
Dallas Chapel by a Flood — Miss Packharniss. 

OUR staff of labourers in this vineyard of the 
Lord was not, in the past year, reduced by 
death, nor had the revival come to so speedy a 
termination as some had predicted. This will 
appear from the dates of the two following 
extracts. 

The Rev. H. W. Haime writes, Duncans, Novem- 
ber 6th, 1 86 1 : — ^'* At Sawyers the revival still 
goes on, while at Duncans, though some have 
grieved us by their apostasy, the fact that upwards 
of 400 of the new converts remain stedfast cheers 
us." 

The Rev. W. C. Murray, writing from Lucea, 
December 7th, 1 861, says: — "More than twelve 
months have elapsed since the Lord began, in an 
extraordinary way, to shower blessings upon us ; 
and, blessed be His name, His work still continues 
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to prosper ; souls are still being awakened, con- 
verted, and saved. Fully persuaded that it was 
a great blessing suddenly shed forth upon us, and 
confident that it could never come to nought, we 
looked onward, and anticipated, as a necessary 
result of the Spirit's operations, the Spirit's fniit 
And gratefully do we record that the general 
results have exceeded our own large expectations. 
With the Mount Hannah Society our number has 
nearly doubled. At River Side the greater pro- 
portion received on trial remain faithful, affording 
us encouraging evidences of their being in a state 
of salvation." 

The year 1863 brought us to a most deeply 
interesting period of our Jamaica Mission in 
common with all our existing Mission Stations, 
— the Jubilee of the formation of the " Wesleyan- 
Methodist Missionary Society." A condensed 
account of such formation may here be inserted. 
" Wesleyan Missions were indeed commenced in 
1769, when Richard Boardman and Joseph Pill- 
moor were sent by the British Conference to New 
York. Subsequently, through the efforts of Dr. 
Coke and others, the West Indies, Nova Scotia, 
Newfoundland, Sierra Leone, Ceylon, the Cape 
of Good Hope, New South Wales, and Ireland 
were constituted fields of Missionary operation, 
numbering 30 stations, with 5 8 missionaries, and 
I7»02 5 members. But no organized Missionary 
Society had been appointed. The idea of forming 
one appears to have originated with the Rev. 
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George Morley; and on the 6th October, 18 13, 
a public meeting was convened in the Methodist 
Old Chapel at Leeds. At this meeting Thomas 
Thompson, Esq., M.P., presided." — ^With the vene- 
rable Chairman of this meeting it was the writer's 
happy privilege, when but a youth, to be ac- 
quainted. And wejl does he remember the good 
old saint, with his hand on the young head, saying, 
" God bless thee, my lad." — " Thirty-six speakers 
(seventeen ministers and nineteen laymen) ad- 
dressed the meeting. It was then and there 
resolved to constitute a Society, to be called the 
* Methodist Missionary Society.' " Few days in 
the history of Methodism have been more fruitful 
of great results than the 6th October, 181 3, at 
which period the Conference Stations had only 
two men as the appointment for that year to 
" Jamaica ; John Wiggins, James Dunbar." The 
public meeting, with its enormous array of speakers, 
had been arranged for, amidst much anxiety, and 
preceded by earnest prayer. At six o'clock in 
the morning there was a prayer-meeting, and at 
half-past ten Richard Watson preached his 
memorable sermon on Ezekiel's vision of the 
valley of dry bones. The public meeting was 
held in the afternoon, the gallery being wholly 
occupied by ladies ; and in the evening the Rev. 
Richard Reece preached to a crowded congre- 
gation. 

It is from this point that, by general consent, 
the origin of the Wesleyan-Methodist Missionary 
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Society is ir ck on fd, Aoaxdingljr, at the May 
Meetii^ in Fxftrr Hall, in 1863, at the Mis- 
siooaiy Committee of Review in July, and at the 
Cb nfe iciice of that year, spcethes nere ddivered, 
lesohitioQs adopted, veiy l^rgc donations piomised, 
and the whole scheme noUy and daboiatdy set 
to work with true Christian philanthropy. 

One of the objects contemfdated fay diis grand 
movement was that of affixding '^ financial rdkf 
to the West Indies" in the pecnniary burdens 
those Mis^His had been sostaining^ together with 
a better provision for disaMed Missionaries and 
widows. The appropriation also embraced a CoUc^ 
foft ]^Iisdonaiy candidates, and assistance to native 
Training Institutions. 

We felt it both a privil^ne and a duty throogii- 
out the Jamaica District miitedly and promptly 
to join with the Methodist Churches, at home and 
abroad, in this holy and exhilarating commemora- 
tion. 

Circuit Meetings, Jubflee Sermons, and addresses 
were arranged at our District Meeting in January 
1 864, and plans organized foft the celebration of 
this Jubilee during the year. Printed papers 
were prepared in the form of promissory notes, 
and furnished in sufficient quantity to the several 
Superintendents for use at the public meetings, 
and among friends, and time given for their being 
gathered in. We subjoin a copy of the form 
issued. 
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PROMISE OF SUBSCRIPTION 

TO THB 

^esleyan Mission Jubilee Fund {Jamaica). 

TO BE PAID BEFORE 30TH SEPTEMBER, 1864. 



Name of Subsaiber Ami. of Subscrip, £, 

Name of person through whom ) 

Subscription will be paid. \ 

In memory of-— or a \ 



thank-offering for j 

APRIL 1864. 



The season was peculiarly one of spiritual 
profit and manifestation of gratitude to God, and 
the pecuniary results were shown in our remittance 
to the Committee in London, after deducting local 
expenses, £761 6s, 5^. And on assembling at 
the above-named District Meeting in January 
1864, we were thankful to find that no death had 
occurred in our ranks during the past year. And 
on the 20th January we were gladdened by 
the arrival of two young brethren, Revs. Robert 
Raw and Henry Bunting. But we were distressed 
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by the reduction of our numbers by 1 6 1 1, as shown 
by the returns for 1863. 

In 1865 we lost a valuable and successful 
Missionary, the Rev. George Millsom, who died 
at Mount Fletcher, July 6th. Cut off in the twenty- 
sixth year of his ministry, he was enabled to 
triumph in death, assured that he was passing 
from the toils of earth to enter into the joy of his 
Lord. 

In this year a calamitous outbreak of some of 
the peasantry near Morant Bay occurred. The 
sad event was sudden and unexpected, and arose 
from an attempt to avenge either real or supposed 
grievances. The lamentable consequence was 
that many lives were lost. But we are thankful 
to testify, on behalf of our Wesleyan people, that 
they were not implicated. 

After this terrible calamity had passed, and 
peace was restored, the writer, who was stationed 
at Yallahs, adjoining the Morant Bay Circuit, took 
an early opportunity of diligent enquiry into the 
conduct of the members of the three Societies in 
his charge, Yallahs, Providence, and Bethesda, and 
was gratified to find that not one member in the 
whole Circuit had been found guilty. Two were 
taken up on suspicion, but no serious charge was 
made out against them. At a social Breakfast 
Meeting held at our Providence Wesleyan Chapel 
a few weeks after, it was unanimously resolved 
" that the thanks of this Meeting be presented to 
G. B. Snaith, and C. M'Lean, Esqrs., for their kind- 
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ness and attention to the people during martial law, 
in counselling, protecting, and granting passes, en- 
couraging and stimulating to loyalty, and activity 
in maintaining order and preserving the public 
peace." This was forwarded by the writer to 
the two gentlemen, who were magistrates. 

Some instances occurred in which our faithful 
black people protected, at the peril of their lives, 
their white employers from the rage of the infuri- 
ated mob. And at Kensington, in the Manchioneal 
Circuit, our Mission House was guarded by our 
members, who were all labourers, and who saved 
the premises from demolition after the escape ot 
the resident Minister and his family, who had fled 
for safety to an American vessel laid at Port 
Antonio. 

We conclude this brief notice with an extract 
from our Committee's observations on this lament- 
able occurrence : " Let our readers implore the 
Disposer of all events that the sorrows and dis- 
tractions which have come upon this unhappy 
Island may all be overruled for good ; and in 
particular that the friends of Missions may ulti- 
mately be able to say with St, Paul, * The things 
that have happened have fallen out rather unto 
the furtherance of that Gospel * which alone can 
effectually cure the evils from which Jamaica 
suffered." 

Our number of members was found at the 
District Meeting to have sustained a decrease ot 
1497. In the following year, 1866, death took 
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from our ranks two of our most valued veterans. 
First, Rev. James Rowden, who died in Kingston, 
June 1st, in the fifty-eighth year of his age. His 
self-denying labours, amiable Christian spirit, and 
former patient endurance of persecution and im- 
prisonment for Christ's sake, marked his Missionary 
career, and in his decease the Mission felt a great 
loss. Second, Rev. Jonathan Edmondson, aged 
sixty-eight, who was a native of Keighley, in 
Yorkshire. He was converted to God in early 
life, and in 1821 became a Missionary. In 1834 
he was appointed to Jamaica, and in 1835 ^^^' 
ceeded Rev. V. Ward as Chairman of the District, 
continuing to hold that office until 1865. He 
was a man greatly and deservedly beloved ; 
zealously and faithfully performing the task as- 
signed him. The afflictions of his latter years 
were borne with Christian meekness. His end 
was peace, and his removal mourned by Christians 
of all denominations. 

In the same year, October 6th, Revs. W. J. Lewis, 
S. Sutton, and F. Chapman arrived to recruit our 
ranks. Thus, " while God buries His workmen. He 
carries on His work." 

On the completion of the General Jubilee effort, 
the Committee for its appropriation generously 
granted the sum of ;f 8,500 (subsequently increased 
to about ;f 9,000) for the extinction of all our 
chapel debts in Jamaica, on condition of our 
raising by local efforts the sum of ;f 5,000 during 
the space of two years (afterwards extended to 
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three years). This most timely and vastly bene- 
ficial munificence stimulated us and our people to 
enter heartily on the working out of the Com- 
mittee's proposal. The details of the scheme 
were arranged by us at our District Meeting of 
1868, in January, and were as follows: — Each 
Circuit, with its amount of chapel debt, its mem- 
bership, and the circumstances of its members, 
with regard to ability or otherwise to contribute 
in aid of liquidation, were calmly and ' fairly 
viewed. The Jubilee Grant was then appropriated 
by a specific allotment to each Circuit according 
to its requirements ; some Circuits receiving half 
the amount of debt, on condition of raising the 
other half ; some receiving one-third and to raise 
two-thirds ; others, where the debt was large and 
burdensome, received two-thirds, on raising one- 
third. No payment of the Grant to be made 
until the conditions were complied with. The 
writer was at that time in the Falmouth Circuit, 
where the chapel debts amounted to £^0'i \6s. 
The Grant was £6jy iys,y and in the given time, 
;f22S 19^., the required sum, was raised, and the 
entire debt on the chapels cleared off, and some 
important repairs also accomplished by surplus 
contributions. This may serve to represent the 
general efforts made, the liberality cheerfully ex- 
hibited, the complete successes achieved, and the 
satisfaction enjoyed throughout the entire District 
for such timely relief from embarrassing debt 
One old lady gave the proceeds of nine gallons 
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of honey in the three years. About this time 
there were encouraging signs of returning pros- 
perity. In the " Missionary Notices " for 1 867 
the Committee remark, "The letters from the 
brethren in the West Indies will be read with 
deep thankfulness. The Missionary Anniversary 
Services in the Jamaica District have been marked 
with a warmth of feeling and a largeness of libe- 
rality worthy of the District in its brightest and 
happiest days." 

From Grateful Hill the venerable Edward 
Fraser sends an earnest appeal for help, to put a 
new roof on the chapel. In the letter, to which 
the Committee allude, Mr. Fraser gives a character- 
istic account of the efforts put forth by the people 
themselves. He says : " Our people have braved 
hardships. The men have gone to distant forests, 
and extracted timbers terrible to lift, and brought 
them to the chapel door from gullies and ravines, 
pvery spell of this work has set me quaking and 
praying for the limbs and lives of the doers. It 
makes a valuable gift. Machinery we have not" 
About this time, also, a good stone chapel was 
erected by Rev. W. C. Murray, at Rocky Point, in 
lieu of the old one, which had fallen through decay. 
It is octagon in form. 

An extract from a letter written by the Rev. 
Henry Bunting, descriptive of a Missionary Meet- 
ing tour, may be appropriately given here. It is 
dated Ocho Rios, September 23rd, 1867. "We 
have now completed our Missionary Anniversary 
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Services in this beautiful parish of St. Ann, the 
gem of Jamaica. The gatherings have been 
numerous and respectable, and our souls have 
been gladdened by sure evidences that the interest 
is growing with increased intelligence. We began 
our Services in the Watsonville Circuit, and had 
to rejoice over success ; visiting Guy's Hill and 
Mount Rosser on the two following days. Our 
next place in order was in the St. Ann's Bay 
Circuit, where we were again favoured at these 
meetings with increased collections and very pro- 
fitable services. The Ocho Rios Circuit came 
next. Sermons were preached on the Sabbath. 
And on the Tuesday following the Missionary 
Meeting was the largest seen at Ocho Rios for 
some years. The collection was a noble example 
of abounding Christian liberality in the midst of 
deep poverty. Our next journey was to Brown's 
Town, where I preached on the Sabbath to a 
crowded congregation ; and in that small chapel — 
far, far, too small, but with which we are forced 
to be content for the want of means to enlarge or 
rebuild — the Lord was eminently present. We 
afterwards visited two other Stations of the Circuit. 
Our last journey was to Beechamville Circuit. 
The sermons were preached by the Rev. R. Raw. 
The meeting was one of the largest and most re- 
spectable ever witnessed in the parish, — I may 
say, in the whole Island. Six pounds in advance 
of last year was indeed a most gratifying result. 
We subsequently visited two other Stations in the 
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Circuit, and were gladdened by increase in interest 
and contributions at each. At Epworth one of 
the best collections was made that has been made 
for a long time ; absent ones sent their subscrip- 
tions, and those present did nobly. Here we 
completed our Missionary Meeting tour." 

A brief extract from a letter by the writer of 
this narrative refers to the Falmouth Circuit, 
dated April 22nd, 1867. ** Since I last wrote to 
you I have been apix)inted to take charge of this 
Circuit Having laboured here in 1838, I find 
some well-remembered friends still in the way to 
Heaven ; and by whom, as well as by others, I 
and my family have met with a very kind recep- 
tion. Our prospects in the Circuit, we trust, are 
brightening : I have received seventeen on trial in 
Falmouth. The congregations are encouraging ; 
a spirit of prayer is in exercise, and hopes are 
entertained of a revival of the work of God. 

"The Mount Edmondson Station at Maroon 
Town has just been attached to this Circuit I 
have paid them two visits. As this is no longer 
a military encampment, the numerical prosperity 
of the cause depends on the settlers and residents 
in and around the Station. On my last visit I 
married a couple who had been living a long time 
improperly. Seven enquirers after salvation are 
admitted on trial, and others are applying for 
admission." It has been recently found desirable 
to change the above locality for one more conve- 
nient for the majority of the congregation. Ten 
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acres of land have been given by a gentleman for 
a site, A larger chapel is in course of erection. 
The name Mount Edmondson is retained, and 
the Society has increased to one hundred and 
fifty members. 

From Rev. W. J. Lewis, whose arrival has been 
noticed, i. letter was written to the Committee 
dated "Mount Fletcher, June 6th, 1867. The 
Mount Fletcher congregation has increased, and 
some have been added to our number. And I 
believe that our Leaders and members have become 
more in earnest about their own souls, and the 
souls of those around them. At Dallas the people 
have been greatly stirred up ; our congregation has 
been nearly doubled, and several have united 
themselves with us as members of Society. When 
I preach here on a Sunday I stay over the Monday, 
and visit them during the day, and preach in the 
chapel at night. They come out in large numbers 
to the week evening service, I have not preached 
to less than eighty or ninety persons on the Monday 
night This, considering the bad mountain paths, 
and the distance some of them come, is very good. 
I feel that there is much to be done in this country. 
There lies before every minister of God's Truth 
in this Island a great work ; but one that can be 
done ;by the help of the omnipotent arm of God, 
and raise the negro to an elevation that will 
surprise and baffle his enemies, and delight the 
lovers of truth and liberty." 

As the above letter refers to Dallas, in the 

\2 
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Mount Fletcher Circuit, we insert an account of a 
sad disaster by which that Chapel has been utterly 
destro>*ed. The drcumstances can be best related 
from a letter to the Committee written by our 
Chairman, Rev. G. Sargeant, October 24th, 1879. 
" For nearly t\i'o weeks we have had such fear- 
ful rains on the east and south of Jamaica, as 
have rarely, if ever, been known. The results to 
life and property have been most disastrous. 
There have been landslips of thousands of tons, 
blocking up the road in all directions. Rivers 
have been diverted from their courses ; vast quan- 
tities of cane, coffee, and provisions of one kind or 
other have been swept away by the flood. Num- 
bers of our poor people are suffering the loss of 
all things ; all that by the patient toil and 
economy of a lifetime had been saved has been 
taken from them in a night In one District ot 
the Port Royal Mountains we have lost an excel- 
lent and substantial chapel, Dallas, that cost from 
three to four hundred pounds. There is not a 
stone nor a timber of it to be seen. The very 
grave-yard has been carried away, and the dead 
in their coffins have floated to the sea. There is 
nothing to mark the spot where the property 
stood ; the site has become simply a river-bed. 
In this immediate locality fort}'' lives have been 
lost and a great number of houses with their 
furniture have been destroyed. 

" As General Superintendent I have received the 
most touching appeals for help. We must make 
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an efTort to secure for them a place of worship of 
some kind without delay. These poor people are 
hardly in a condition to help themselves. I have 
heard that another chapel in the Mount Fletcher 
Circuit, ' Somerset/ a good stone structure, only 
finished this year, has sustained some injury, that 
is thought to be serious." 

We had no death in our ministerial ranks in 
1867, but in 1866 and 1867 we had a further de- 
crease of 643 members. 

In 1 868 a new chapel was opened by Rev. John 
Corlett, on 25 th December. This aged veteran, 
still zealous for the spread of the Redeemer's 
kingdom, had formed a new Station, and named 
it Ebenezer, situated in the upper part of his Cir- 
cuit (Brown's Town), and thankfully dedicated the 
building to God. 

During the years 1868 and 1869 the numerical 
declension of numbers was happily reversed, and 
we were favoured with an increase of 349 for the 
two years, which, although small, in comparison 
with our former losses was nevertheless en- 
couraging. 

In the year 1868 we lost one of our very valu- 
able and useful female Leaders at St. Ann's Bay, 
Miss Jane Packhamiss. In early life she was 
led to join the people of God, and to consecrate 
herself to His service. Having obtained mercy, 
she continued faithful through after-life (about 
forty years). Living at a period when great 
opposition was offered to religion, she with great 
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modesty, and becoming humility, but unmistakable 
decision, shared in the reproach the Methodists 
were called to endure. She earnestly sought to 
influence other young females like herself to seek 
the Lord in early life, and the extent of her use- 
fulness in this respect cannot be known until 
" that day." Having received a plain but useful 
education, she united with two other females in 
opening a school in the old Methodist chapel, in 
which those poor children for whom no such pro- 
vision had been made were taught gratuitously 
several days in the week. She was also remark- 
able for her diligence in the formation of a Sab- 
bath School, which she continued to serve till the 
last. Her usefulness also as a Class-leader for 
many years could not be easily estimated. In 
her efforts to support the cause of Christ she went 
to the full extent of her means. Her kindness to 
persons in trouble, so far as her ability permitted, 
was proverbial, and to two poor female orphans 
she gave permission to occupy a room on her pre- 
mises. It turned out that one of these had the 
small-pox, from which she recovered, but Miss 
Packharniss, who had befriended the orphan, took 
the disease, and within eight days was called hence. 
To one who visited her she said, " I am soon going 
home." Her end was peace. Thus died this 
excellent woman, in the sixtieth year of her age. 
Her remains are deposited in the small burying- 
place attached to the Wesleyan chapel, St. Ann's 
Bay, among the Missionaries and their families, 
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and by the side of one of the most remarkable 

characters Methodism has ever produced in 

Jamaica — an aged black man, of the name of 

** Prince Trusty," an intimate friend of hers, and 

'who, like her, had turned many to righteousness. 

** Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord." 

These two were both well-known, and their 

character and usefulness highly estimated by the 

writer of this narrative. " Prince Trusty " was 

the husband of Mrs. Trusty, whose happy death, 

from an attack of cholera, has been noted. As 

the leader of " No. i class " he was as a prince 

among his people. Trusty was a free man, living 

at St. Ann's Bay. He became convinced of sin, 

through the warning and counsel of her who 

became his wife. He then went to Bellemont to 

hear Mr. Drew preach, and obtained salvation. 

When a Society was formed at St. Ann's Bay he 

married this woman, and they became the first 

two Leaders in the Society. 
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visits the Island as a Deputation. 

AT our District Meeting of 1869 we 'were 
favoured with a visit of the Rev. W. Taylor, 
of the California Conference. His stay was but 
short, and the hiuT>'^ of District Meeting business 
seemed unfavourable for special revival services, 
and he could not stay to make a tour of the 
Island. The good work was, however, prc^^ressing 
— our School work was also advancing, both in 
character and results, and in the increased support 
earned and received from Government 

Our increase of membership continued during 
1870, and we reported an accession for that year 
of 468 members. 

The willingness of our poor people to contribute 
towards repairs of chapels and school-houses is 
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seen in a letter from Rev. T. P. Russell, St Ann's 
Bay. He says, " The whole of our repairs, worth 
not less than ;^i 50, but costing in cash only ;f 1 20, 
our people, with a little help from others, have 
done." 

At the District Meeting of 1870, S. T. Brown, 
a young man, a native of Kingston, was recom- 
mended to the Conference for admission as a 
candidate for our Ministry. He was accepted, 
and has since been labouring with credit and 
usefulness. 

In a letter dated "Kingston, Dec. 6th, 1870," 
the Rev. George Sargeant gives the Committee 
some information of our schools, from which a 
few brief extracts may be made. 

"Our Schools, with but one exception, are 
taught by native teachers. About half the 
number have been trained in the Mico Training 
Institution. They are paid in proportion to their 
ability and the importance of the school. The 
salaries range from ;^io to £60^ exclusive of the 
f^es, and some interest in the Government grant 
We have another class, to whom we give no salary, 
but the fees, and any Government grant the 
School may earn. About a third of the Students 
now in the Mico are Wesleyans ; and in a recent 
competitive examination of candidates for nine 
vacant places in the Institution, five of the nine 
were taken by Wesleyans. With regard to the pro- 
gress of the children in our Schools, I may remark 
that the inspection by Government, and the prin- 
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ciple of * paying for results/ will be the best test. 
The results of the inSpection each year show 
steady progress. 

. "The literary progress among the peasantry 
who have been trained in the day-schools would 
enable them to understand the class of books 
written for the peasantry at home. They read 
chiefly the Bible, hymn-books, tracts, small 
periodicals, and our story-books, which they relish. 
Some are supplied by our Ministers, and others 
by the Booksellers. We think it very important 
that something should be done in the direction of 
having books written in Jamaica, adapted to the 
Society and scenery in Jamaica. And we cherish 
the hope that before long something of this kind 
may be done." 

On the result of education, Rev. Daniel Pin- 
nock, of Bath, wrote : " There are young men in 
the land a credit to it, whose secular and religious 
training has been followed by God's blessing, so 
that they are useful members of civil and religious 
society. Our day-schools are destined, under 
converted, zealous teachers, to confer permanent 
good upon this land." 

The opening of new places, and the consequent 
extension of our work, could be effected in many 
parts of the Island if we had more men, or if we 
had the means of employing faithful men as Cate- 
chists in places too remote from the Circuit town 
or central place to be visited by the Minister more 
than once a quarter on the Sabbath. 
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In the early part of 1 87 1 the Rev. W. C. Murray 
opened a new Station at John's Town, in the 
Morant Bay Circuit, with a congregation of 300 
persons. This place greatly needed the pure 
Gospel. It is now attached to the above Circuit, 
and continues to prosper. Many successful efforts 
involved years of patient perseverance and un- 
remitting appeals for help, as in the case of 
Bethel, in the Montego Bay Circuit, where the Rev. 
John Corlett, in i860 to 1862, originated the idea, 
and made some preparations for the erection of a 
chapel. On Good Friday, 1870, the Rev. George 
Sargeant laid the corner-stone. In 1873 ^h® 
means in hand warranted active building opera- 
tions, and on 29th December, 1874, a beautiful, 
substantial, and commodious chapel, completed by 
the Rev. T. M. Geddes, was opened for Divine 
worship. In August 1877 the foundation-stone 
of a day-school, vestry, and teacher's apartment 
in one building was laid on the same land, and 
Mr. Geddes completed and opened the building 
in the same year. The writer was present at the 
laying of the foundation-stone, and remembers it 
as a most interesting service. 

In 1 87 1 the venerable and Rev. Edward Fraser 
died at Grateful Hill, to which Circuit he had 
been appointed, as the most suitable for him in 
his declining years. For some time his health 
had been failing, but he laboured with his accus- 
tomed diligence almost to the last week of his 
life. A brother Missionary, who was with him 
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during his last short but sharp illness, says, " His 
death, like his life, was serene and beautifid. 
With an unshaken confidence in the merits of 
the Atonement, and in the possession of a ' peace 
that passeth all understanding,' in the sevaity- 
fourth ^-ear of his age, and in the forty-fifth of his 
ministry, he fell asleep in Jesus, whispering the 
words, — 

" ' And fin, while soul and body part, 
Wldi life, immortal life, my heart." 

His early life ^i-as remarkable. Bom a slave \X% 
Barbadoes, — ^taken by his master to Bermuda^ 
where, kindly noticed and counselled by the Rev. 
Rc^[er Moore, Wesl^-an Missionary, and Mrs. 
Moore, he sought and found salvation. His piety, 
intellectual power, and desire to be useful, made 
him a general favourite. The Colonial Bishop 
offered him his patronage ; but after making the 
subject a matter of prayer, Edward wrote His 
Lordship a suitable, modest, and sensible letter, 
thankfully acknowledging the kindness offered, 
and stating candidly his reasons for preferring 
the Methodist Church. The Bishop frequently 
spoke of the letter in terms of high commendation. 
These gratifying particulars were related by the 
Rev. R. Moore to the writer, when on a visit to 
England. 

By the Conference of 1827 Mr. Eraser was 
received on trial for our Ministry, and appointed 
to Dominica. After labouring honourably and 
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successfully in that and other West India Islands 
he came to Jamaica in 1839. As a preacher, he 
was thoughtful, calm, and dignified. His labours 
were extensively useful. Out of the pulpit he 
was in every respect a thorough Methodist 
Minister and Pastor ; and in our District Meet- 
ing he was many years successively elected 
Secretary* " The memory of the just is blessed." 

The vacancy thus caused was met by the arrival 
of Rev. Thomas Hosking, from the Theological 
Institution, England, and by the reception on trial 
of David Jefferson Reynolds. 

In 1 87 1 the writer was appointed to Spanish 
Town, with five Stations attached, viz., Linstead, 
Mount Rosser, Red Hills, Garden Hill, and Old 
Harbour, with the prospect of a colleague. A 
young Missionary, named Wright, had been ac- 
cepted by the Conference, and appointed as second 
preacher to the Spanish Town Circuit. But while 
at home, bidding farewell to his relations, and 
anticipating great happiness in his labours here, 
he was attacked by fever, terminating in his 
triumphant death, thus leaving a vacancy in the 
Spanish Town Circuit. Under these circum- 
stances the Spanish Town Quarterly Meeting, 
held in July, memorialized the Committee, urging 
them to send out at once a man to reside at 
Linstead, in the place of Mr. Wright. Subse- 
quently, Old Harbour was given back to the 
Clarendon, and Mount Rosser to the Watsonville 
Circuit ; the six places, two of them twenty-one 
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miles distant each from Spanish Town, making too 
large and important a Circuit to be worked effi- 
ciently by one Missionary. Our chapel at Red 
Hills having become thoroughly dilapidated, we 
laid the foundation-stone of a new one 29th May, 
1872. It was built of solid cut stone, with hard 
wood roof; its dimensions being 42 feet by 29, 
The self-sacrificing liberality of our noble but 
poor people, numbering only about eighty mem- 
bers, was kept up during the time it was in 
building by the writer, while its completion was 
prolonged to 1877, when Rev. A. Taylor prepared 
and opened the sacred edifice for Divine worship. 
Mount Rosser, the Station just alluded to, had 
been encumbered with a debt, which prevented its 
much needed re-erection. That debt having been 
removed by the Jubilee Grant and local effort, 
the Superintendent of the Watsonville Circuit, 
encouraged by the people, and sanctioned by the 
District Meeting, set to work vigorously, and 
eventually a greatly improved building was erected, 
and now ornaments the steep ascent of Mount 
Diabolo ; and being in full view of passing 
travellers by the main road across the Island, 
the chapel presents a more creditable appearance 
than did its predecessor, which, however, when 
erected by Rev. H. Bleby, was good-looking, and 
has proved a useful chapel. In 1871 and 1872, 
we had respectively 489 and 792 net increase of 
members, and our numbers, as reported in January 
1873 for the year ended December 31st, 1872, 
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were 16,211, with 868 on trial. The same 
"Tabular View of the Jamaica District" gives 
68 Day-school teachers, 817 Sabbath-school 
teachers, 8,736 scholars, deducting for those 
who attend both Sabbath and week-day schools, 
48,370 attendants on public worship, including 
members and scholars. 

In 1872, the Rev. William West, accompanied 
by Rev. H. H. Richmond, and Rev. J. Jeffry, came 
out as the Chairman of the District. His know- 
ledge of our Jamaica work, and already standing 
high in the affections of our people, together with 
his well-known pulpit talent and urbanity of 
manner, eminently qualified him for the important 
office. But his sight soon failing, evidently from 
the recent effects of the West African climate 
during his chairmanship on that Mission, he was 
compelled to return home, to our deep regret 
We were thankful, however, in the following year, 
that the Conference appointed the Rev. George 
Sargeant to occupy the position as Chairman. 
He had for several years laboured here efficiently 
and satisfactorily. The Committee also sent out 
to our helg Revs. E. D. Dannatt and S. Goodyer. 

In 1873 two more of our valued Missionaries 
were added to the death-roll. First, " Daniel 
Pinnock, who was converted to God under the 
instrumentality of Rev. Richard Hornabrook in 
Kingston. He became a teacher in one of our 
Day-schools, and also a Local Preacher. At 
length, his natural timidity yielding to advice, he 



I90 WESLEYAN'METHODISM IN yAMAICA. 



offered himself for the Ministry, and proved hii 
self a * workman that needeth not to be asham< 
rightly dividing the word of truth/ His preach- 
ing was practical, dealing directly with the con-^ 
sciences of his hearers, who felt, as they listened^, 
that the love of Christ constrained him. Shortl y " ^^ ^ 
before his departure, in answer to the question, 
* Is Jesus precious ? ' he was enabled firmly to reply, 
*Yes,' and sank to rest February I2th, in the 
sixteenth year of his ministry." Second, — William 
Hodgson. He was one of the twenty sent out in 
the transition period termed the " Apprenticeship " 
of the enslaved population. Naturally earnest 
and practical, a warm-hearted Methodist preacher, 
he devoted himself to the work assigned him, 
giving evidence of being a self-denying, willing 
labourer in the vineyard of his Lord. The salva- 
tion of souls was the chief object of his ministry 
and teaching. His last illness resulted from too 
early exposure after a previous attack. He died 
in the full triumph of faith, October 8th, at Ken- 
sington, Manchioneal, in the sixty-sixth year of his 
age, and the thirty-ninth of his ministry. 

During the sittings of our District Meeting, 
1874, we were so impressed with the sad conse- 
quences resulting from the rapid increase of rum- 
shops and the extended facility for obtaining 
licenses, that we respectfully called the attention 
of the Government to the subject, soliciting 
" Legislative action to restrain the excessive and 
indiscriminate issue of licenses for the sale of 
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spirituous liquors." A Committee was formed, 
composed of the Chairman, the Secretary, the 
Kingston Ministers, and Secretaries of the Auxili- 
axy Missionary Society, to aid in effecting the 
object, the Secretary being directed " to send a 
copy of the Resolutions to the Governor, the 
members of the Legislative Council, the Custodes, 
and the official members of other religious 
bodies." 

In 1874 death took from our ranks the vener- 
able and Rev. Isaac Whitehouse, who had been 
one of our most honoured Missionaries, having been 
appointed to Jamaica in 1823. He was sent to 
" preach the unsearchable riches of Christ " to an 
enslaved people, and he endured imprisonment in 
a loathsome cell rather than give a promise not 
to preach Christianity to them. After twenty 
years* hard and successful toil in this Mission-field, 
he returned to England, and laboured with ardour 
and acceptance. In 1 846 he came again to the 
West Indies, as Chairman of the Bahama District, 
holding that office six years. He then returned 
to Jamaica, was welcomed by his brethren, and 
appointed to the Beechamville Circuit, continuing 
five years, after which he became Supernumerary, 
taking up his residence in the beautiful parish of 
Manchester, from whence he was taken to his 
crown and reward on January 6th, in the seventy- 
fifth year of his age, and the fifty-first of his 
ministry. 

Our ranks were reinforced in December 1874 
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by the arrival of two brethren from England, Revs. 
A. Bourne and J. B. Gedye. Towards the close 
of this year the Island was visited by a terrific 
storm, accompanied with floods of rain, causing 
great and extensive destruction of property, in 
which the people of our Churches sustained a full 
share of loss. Nevertheless we reported, as the 
amount raised by our "Jamaica Auxiliary Mission- 
ary Society" for the year, £>2QOjy being ;^I23 in 
advance of the previous year, thus proving the 
unabated attachment of our friends and supporters. 
The Reports of the spiritual state of our Societies 
in the District were also very cheering. The in- 
gathering of souls into the fold of Christ, with true 
awakenings and scriptural conversions, had resulted 
as the fruits of united labours blessed by God. 
And after making up for removals, deaths, and 
expulsions, there was a net incresise of 472 for 
the year. 

In 187 s our number of members rose to 1 6,749. 
This was encouraging, inasmuch as the increase 
had been realized by us in the midst of consider- 
able depression in the commercial and agricultural 
interests of the Island. In a letter published in 
the Committee's Report for 1876, the following 
passages occur on 

" The work in Jamaica. — The number of our 
members will probably be increased, as the last 
Census for 1871 published 65,353 as nominally 
Wesleyans (whereas the Census for 1861 published 
37,570 as nominally Wesleyans). It is to be 
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regretted that more of these are not members of 
Society. The prospect of increase was never more 
promising than now. We have 27 Ministers in 
Circuit work, 2 Supernumeraries, and 2 Ministers 
stationed at the Theological Institution and High 
School, and 3 promising Candidates just received 
by the District Meeting, and recommended to 
Conference. Our Missionary money for 1875 
amounts to £22^6 ; and it may help our friend* 
to form an idea of Jamaica Methodist liberality, 
if we state that in the year 1875 our people and 
friends gave nearly ;^ 14,600 for all purposes. 
Nearly every Wesleyan Methodist minister in 
Jamaica is an active and responsible manager of 
several Day-schools, But not only are the 
Wesleyan Day-schools doing well, — the schools 
of the country generally are doing a noble work." 

A brief extract from a letter written by Rev. 
Thomas Hosking, dated " Yallahs, September 7th, 
187s," may be here inserted: — "At Yallahs, 
which is our first Station in this Circuit, the work 
is encouraging ; Society nearly 300, congregation 
large. Perhaps the harmonium has been an in- 
ducement to some. Bethesda Chapel is much 
like a good country one in the West of England. 
It was first built by Father Harding, who is now 
confined to his house, and can do no more public 
work for Christ ; but he has been the father of 
Methodism at Bethesda, and in the adjoining 
Circuit 

" Our three Day-schools were examined by the 
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Government Inspector a few days since, with the 
following results : Providence 54 marks ; Bethesda 
47 marks ; Yallahs 42 marks, being 14 marks 
above last year." To supply vacancies which had 
been caused by the return of brethren to England, 
the Rev. E. R. Slack and John E. Howard were 
sent. The former, after a short period of diligent 
and successful toil, had to return to England with 
a broken constitution, and in a few months passed 
to his eternal reward. Mr. Slack was in very 
delicate health on his arrival in Jamaica. 

At Christmas, 1875, an interesting coincidence 
occurred to the writer, in the course of his Circuit 
duties in the Spanish Town Circuit. His appoint- 
ment was at Garden Hill, in the St. John's 
mountains, where he preached on Sunday, 27th. 
He had preached at the same place on December 
2Sth and 27th, Christmas Day and Sunday, in 
1835, just forty years before; and on that 
occasion married a man who at the latter date 
was the Society Steward, and well known as 
" good old brother Cooper." 

In 1876 we obtained permission from the 
Committee to purchase a site for the erection of 
a Girls* High School, near Kingston, and for 
which very desirable object a liberal grant of 
money was made by the Committee. Subse- 
quently a suitable selection and purchase was 
effected, and after some preliminary measures 
were arranged, the requisite buildings were satis- 
factorily proceeding, when a sudden and destructive 
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calamity arrested their progress for a time. This 
event will be noted in a further page. 

In 1875 and 1876 the lives of our Missionaries 
were all spared ; death had not invaded our ranks, 
and thanksgiving to God for merciful preservation 
was offered at each of our District Meetings in 
January 1876, and January 1877. O^^ number 
of members was also increasing, although but 
slightly, the number reported being 16,824 for 
1876, and 17,463 for 1877, with 1,265 on 
trial. 

At the ensuing Annual Meeting we were able 
to present reports of a cheering character, other 
than those of membership, embodied in the 
following details : — " In the year we have opened 
five new chapels. They are, with one exception, 
of stone, costing between ;£^3000 and ;^4000, and 
will seat over 3000 people. Some of these 
structures have been several years in building ; 
and the steady, persevering manner in which our 
people have toiled on, adding little to little, to 
realize their hopes, has been a source of comfort 
to our Missionaries, upon whom the great burden 
of responsibility in such undertakings has rested. 
The brethren will not rest until the small balances 
on these new erections are all paid. 

" Our educational work, though still somewhat 
retarded in some parts of the Island, by the lack 
of duly qualified teachers, has made so much 
progress as to secure in the result of Government 
Inspection a grant of ;£^2,2 34. This is an 
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increase of over ;^200 as compared with the 
previous year." 

During this year, also, our members and friends 
responded to the appeal for help towards the 
Indian Famine Relief Fund, and a creditable 
amount was raised and remitted by us to London. 

In our District Meeting, January 1877, we had 
a conversation on the desirableness of some 
Wesleyan Ministerial attention to the military at 
Newcastle, in the St. Andrew's Mountains, above 
Kingston, where about forty Wesleyans were 
reported to be on that Station. Arrangements 
were made for the periodical visits of the Minister 
stationed at Port Royal. These visits have been 
given. 

At the same period, 1877, Mr. H. M. H. Cox, 
son of late Rev. James Cox, to whom allusion has 
been made, was recommended as a candidate for 
our Ministry, and was accepted by the Conference. 
He was appointed to the Black River Circuit, the 
writer at the same time taking charge of the 
Savanna-la-Mar Circuit, for many years noted for 
its liberality in contributing to our Foreign Missions, 
and for the warm-hearted devotedness of its mem- 
bers to Methodism. During that and the two 
following years, our numbers in the Circuit rose 
from 532 to 626. 

Two of our senior and much-beloved brethren 
in the Ministry were this year called to their 
eternal reward, the Rev. John Corlett, whose use- 
ful labours have been already noted, and the 
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Rev. Richard Harding, who, on 25th December, ex- 
changed mortality for life. He was bom near 
Frome, on 7th May, 1 809. At an open-air ser- 
vice, held by the late Dr. Newton, he received im- 
pressions resulting in his conversion to God. In 
the full persuasion that he was divinely called to 
the Christian ministry he offered himself, and was 
accepted. After labouring in two English Circuits 
he was sent to Jamaica in 1835. While devoting 
his energies to the purely spiritual work of his Cir- 
cuits, he also, in the self-sacrificing spirit of a true 
Missionary, built several chapels, which yet remain 
as monuments of his zeal and industry. He sus- 
tained serious injury from a fall while travelling 
on horseback to one of the Stations in his last 
Circuit ; and about a year afterwards had an 
attack of paralysis, from which he continued help- 
less five years. He endured his affliction with 
perfect resignation to the Divine will, and at last 
without a struggle, surrounded by his family, slept 
in Jesus. 

In addition to those among our members whose 
names have been mentioned, a few brief sketches 
of some with whom the writer has been acquainted 
during his ministerial career in Jamaica may 
furnish interesting evidence to show the power of 
Divine Grace to impart inward happiness, in the 
midst of outward and conflicting trials, and also 
to prove that in the hand of God much good 
may be effected by the humblest instruments. 
To begin with one who was known to the writer 
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as an active and useful Leader in his first Circuit, 
Montego Bay, — Mrs. Maria Parkins, born on 
Flint River Estate, in the parish of Hanover, 
1795. As a slave she grew up in ignorance of 
God, but becoming a domestic in her master's 
house, she was favoured, and allowed to visit 
Montego Bay, where, led by Miss Nancy Yateman, 
she heard Rev. Mr. Shipman, who was then 
preaching in a building called the Long Store. 
In 1824 she became converted, and was admitted 
on trial in the Wesleyan Society by Rev. Isaac 
Whitehouse, and at once, in her simple way, began 
to tell others of the precious Saviour she had 
found ; receiving also her share of persecution, 
and even flogging, "for Christ's sake." On the 
formation of Sandy Bay Society she was made a 
Leader by Rev. W. Wedlock, in 1834, which office 
she now holds (i 880), though at the age of eighty- 
five years. She is well acquainted with the Bible, 
devoted to her Church and its interests, and at- 
tached to her Ministers, by whom she is viewed 
as truly a " mother in Israel." 

Another, who has by the grace of God proved 
herself one of " the excellent of the earth," is Mrs. 
Susan Jefferson, of St. Ann's Bay, who, from 
1 82 1, the early period of Methodism there, with- 
stood a flood of persecution, continuing firm in her 
attachment to the Gospel and to her Church, 
ministering comfort to her Ministers so far as she 
could in their trials and attacks from the ungodly. 
With unswerving consistency and zeal, as a dis- 
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ciple of Christ, she has adorned the doctrine of 
God her Saviour, and is now like pious Job, 
waiting "all the days of" her "appointed time, 
until " her " change come." As a Leader her use- 
fulness has been extensive, and still continues, 
and her acquaintance with Scripture has qualified 
her to instruct others in the right way. Two of 
her grandsons, now in our ministry, owe much to 
her holy example, earnest prayers, and godly 
counsel. 

Mr, William Allen, of Port Royal, who joined 
the Methodist Society there at its commencement 
in 1822, and became a sincere, humble, and de- 
voted Christian. The little flock endured much 
persecution. One gentleman offered two doub- 
loons' reward to any that would inform him who 
were the praying people, that he might have them 
flogged. That gentleman was afterwards drowned. 
Mr. Allen was made a Leader about 1828, and 
held the office to the time of his death, in 1843. 
One person told the writer that Mr. Allen con- 
tinued entreating him for about nine years to give 
his heart to God, until he induced him to do so. 
The writer being then at Port Royal attended 
him in his final illness, and preached his funeral 
sermon on ist November. 

Mr, William MoodiCy of Port Antonio, who for 
many years bore the heat and burden of the day 
in the service of Christ, in connection with Metho- 
dism, and as a member and office-bearer, did 
much to promote and consolidate our cause in 
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that Circuit, and proved himself a true friend of 
the Ministers. 

Also, among many others in the eastern part of 
the Island, that have been eminent for piety and 
usefulness, the names of William Grant and his 
wife at Yallahs ; Miss Grier at Manchioneal ; 
Miss Stewart at Bath, who all lived to a good old 
age, and were very useful as influential and 
devoted Leaders in the Society which had been 
instrumental in bringing them to the knowledge 
of the Saviour. 

Also from the ranks of Christian Methodist 
workers in and around Kingston, were we to 
attempt to enumerate even a fair proportion, the 
references would increase the size of this volume 
beyond our intended limits. But their " record is 
on high." Two or three may, however, be named. 
Mrs. Sutcliffe, whose persevering energy and 
affectionate labours as a Class-leader were hon- 
oured with remarkable success, in the large 
numbers of females that were led by her to give 
their hearts to God, and join the Church of Christ. 
She possessed considerable influence in the city; 
graceful' and dignified in her appearance, and 
enabled by a good constitution to bear the fatigue 
of visiting the sick, and other members under her 
charge. Her memory will long be cherished by 
many members in the Kingston Societies. 

Miss Helen Rattray^ whose demise occurred in 
1879, was another long-tried, successful, and 
valuable Leader in Kingston Society. Miss Rat- 
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tray was greatly and deservedly esteemed by all 
who knew her. She was conscientiously regular 
in her attendance on the means of grace. Her 
readiness to relieve the poor, and to aid those who 
were suffering from misfortune, have endeared 
her memory to numbers. To any Circuit move- 
ment for the good of the cause her active efforts 
were always freely given. 

Another, whose death occurred in 1 871, was 
Mr. George Overley, a devoted Class-leader, beloved 
by his members, respected by his Ministers, and, 
being well known beyond the pale of the Church, 
was trusted and esteemed by those who knew his 
character. Being possessed of a little property, 
he bequeathed the proceeds it, after sale, to the 
poor members of Wesley Chapel. 

We may refer to one more, George Stanbury^ of 
Spanish Town, who, while a slave, was made a 
Leader by Rev. John Barry, and of whom Mr. 
Barry said, " He was a man whose moral character 
will bear comparison with that of any man in 
England." He continued steadfast, useful, and 
diligent, and was much respected in Spanish 
Town, at the time the writer arrived in Ja- 
maica, but was soon after taken to his eternal 
reward. 

One, who was well known at Ocho Rios during 
slavery, and for a few years after the advent of 
freedom, was an old free black woman named 
Pinnock. Her endurance of persecution for the 
sake of the Gospel, her efforts to promote the 
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salvation of others, and attachment to her Church 
and her Ministers, gained for her the appellation 
of " good old Sister Pinnock." 

Brief allusion may also be made to George 
Paisley ^ a black man, who was one of the first 
members at St. Ann's Bay, — was afterwards made 
Leader at Ocho Rios, remaining in that office 
nearly forty years, in which he was highly useful, 
and died triumphantly November ist, 1867, aged 
nearly ninety years. An interesting memoir of 
him is recorded in the Wesleyan Methodist Maga- 
zine for September 1870, written by Rev. Henry 
Bunting, Wesleyan Missionary, Jamaica. 

A recent addition to the death-roll among our 
valued laymen is that of Stephen Irons, who 
was nearly thirty years engaged in our school 
work, — a man of the people, faithful to God, a 
useful Leader and Local Preacher, and a member 
of our Auxiliary Local Committee, respected by 
old and young in the Beechamville Circuit, where 
he laboured, and in which he died in 1877. I" 
1878 we sustained a serious loss in the death of 
one of one of pur most diligent and successful 
Missionaries, Rev. John Jeffery. He had been 
only about six years in the Island, but had proved 
himself a valuable Missionary. His sermons, 
carefully prepared, were clear expositions of truth, 
delivered with remarkable fervour and power, and 
often reaching a high standard of eloquence. He 
had been attending Missionary Meetings in 
Savanna-la-Mar, and a few weeks afterwards in 
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Brown's Town Circuit. On returning to his 
Circuit in Falmouth, he took fever, and, during 
his illness of a week his devotion to his work of 
saving souls was manifest even in delirium. He 
died September 27th. The grief in Falmouth 
at his decease was truly " a great lamentation," 
showing how much he was beloved by all. 

In tiiis year, the Missionary Committee and 
Conference having appointed the Rev. Marmaduke 
C. Osborn, the Secretary of the Conference, and 
one of the General Secretaries of our Missions, 
to visit the West Indies as a Deputation, he was 
addressed at the General Committee Meeting in 
November by the President of the Conference in 
anticipation of his departure, and commended to 
God in prayer. He reached Jamaica in company 
with our Chairman, who had gone to the other 
Islands to meet him, in time for our District 
Meeting, postponed to February. He attended 
our sittings, and took a prominent part in our 
public and special services. He delivered a Lec- 
ture on " James Montgomery, the Christian Poet," 
in Wesley Chapel, to a large and highly-gratified 
audience. We esteemed his visit exceedingly. 
His urbanity of manner, sympathy with us in our 
work, and readiness to facilitate plans for the pro- 
sperity of our Mission, made us heartily wish he 
could have stayed longer with us, to give more of 
our Circuits the benefit of his ministrations and 
counsels. His object in making himself acquainted 
with the state and requirements of our Mission, 
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and gaining a clear and canxp^^baasbs^ view of its 
actual working, was, that he m^fat ooiavc^^ to our 
Committee and suppcnteis full infonnatioo of our 
fX>sition and prospects. He visited the York 
Castle High School, and was pleased with it as a 
useful institution, and likely to be increasin^f sa 
We believe his visit will be productive of good to 
the Jamaica Mission. 

During the year 1 879 the lives of all die 
Missionaries were mercifully preserved, and oar 
membership for that year rose to 17,810. 

In accordance with the solicitous desires of our 
Committee, we have long been anxious to arrive 
financially at the point of self-sustentation in our 
District And had not the Island generally been 
passing through seasons of agricultural and com- 
mercial depression, affecting not only the wealthy 
proprietor but the peasantry in general, the small 
settler and the tradesman, the desired result 
would, we firmly believe, cheerfully have been 
accomplished years ago. 

By strenuous efforts on the part of ourselves and 
our people, we have so far succeeded as to bear 
the gradual reduction of the Committee's usual 
Grant, and to be able nearly to meet our annual 
expenditure by the allotment of Missionary 
money raised in the District ; the Committee 
continuing to us a Grant, although a reduced one, 
in aid of our numerous Day-schools ; — that de- 
partment of our work being materially helped by 
a Government Grant in proportion to the educa- 
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tional attainments of the several schools, arrived 
at by annual Government inspection. 

We still look forward with hope and confidence 
that if our faithful and loving people be still sup- 
plied with Gospel privileges in the efficient work- 
ing of our Circuits, and aid sent from home in 
men and money a little longer, our Mission in 
Jamaica will be increasingly prosperous, and 
become fixed on a broader and firmer basis in 
the Island than it has ever yet been. 



CHAPTER XI. 

Notices of New Chapels^ and Improvements of Chapels — Providence, 
Kingston Circait — Moneagne, Sargeantville, Hampstead, and 
Annotto Bay — Fraserville, Falmoath Circait — Rev. S. Lindo — 
Weslej Meant, MandeviUe, and Frankfield — Alderton, on Land 
given by E. G. Barrett, Esq. — Wesley Chapel beautified — 
Somerset Chapel — Edmondson Chapel — Ramble, in St Mary's, 
on Land given by M. Solomon, Esq. — Spanish Town Chapel 
repaired — Residences — Kingston — Port Royal — Spanish Town 
— Falmoath — Beechamville — Clarendon — Savannah-la-Mar — 
Brown's Town — Duncans — Yallahs — Mount Fletcher — Port 
Antonio — Grateful Hill — Wesley House. 

IT may here be noted that we have been pro- 
gressively and are still greatly increasing both 
the value of Connexional property and the com- 
fort of our fellow-worshippers in providing ad- 
ditional chapels, largely subscribed for, and in 
some instances completed by the local efforts of 
our members and friends in the Island. 

We may notice a few, in addition to those 
already enumerated in the foregoing pages. In 
the Kingston Circuit a good stone chapel, named 
Providence^ has been recently built, on the Hope 
Road, about four miles from Kingston. It is sur- 
rounded by a numerous population. And as we 
have now a comfortable and respectable chapel 
and school-house, instead of the lowly dwelling 
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we had for many years occupied, we have a good 
prospect of success. 

In Watsonville Circuit the Rev. D. J. Reynolds 
is now building a stone chapel, S3 by 33 feet, at 
the Moneague, which, though not more than two 
miles from Watsonville, bids fair to be another 
centre of usefulness. The Circuit, which is now 
large, is provided with a good and healthy residence, 
built on the chapel land. 

In the Grateful Hill Circuit we have been 
favoured with such prosperity and opportunity for 
extending our borders that the Rev. Robert Raw 
and the Rev. R. M. Parnther have added to the 
previously existing places two others, SargeantvilUy 
a chapel being built in 1875, and Hampstead, 
where a stone chapel, 30 by 40 feet, and 14 feet 
high, is also erected, with Gothic roof, stained- 
glass in windows, well fitted up within ; opened 
14th August, 1879. And with the addition of 
Annotto Bay to the Circuit it now requires two 
preachers, and Rev. W. Westlake is appointed 
as the colleague of Mr. Parnther. At Annotto 
Bay a neat Gothic chapel was opened in 1878, 
and has resulted in a considerable increase in the 
congregation. The chapel is on a site secured 
some years ago by the generous gift of the late 
John Irving, Esq., of Bristol, who, as a sailor-boy, 
was providentially rescued from death in the 
harbour of this place. It stands, as he intended 
it should, as an expression of his gratitude, and a 
blessing to the little town and neighbourhood. 
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In the Falmouth Circuit a new chapel is now 
being erected at Duanvale, as a memorial chapel, 
to bear the name of Fraservilky in honour of the 
late Rev. E. Fraser. This Station was originally 
opened and established by the Rev. J. Corlett. 
The chapel had recently become too dilapidated 
to be repaired. 

The first foundation-stone of the new one in 
course of erection was laid by the late Rev. John 
JefTery, on the ist August, 1878, when his 
lamented decease caused a temporary cessation 
of the work. 

But on the ist August, 1879, another corner- 
stone was laid by the Rev. Samuel L. Lindo, and 
the building is now approaching completion under 
his superintendency. Mr. Lindo, who is a native of 
Grenada, joined our ranks in Jamaica in February 
1879. H^ ^^s accepted for our work by the 
Conference of 1868, and had been honourably 
labouring in the Windward Islands. 

Mr. Lindo is also erecting a neat little chapel 
at Granville^ three miles from Falmouth, size 30 
by 16 feet, on land given by Sergeant Atherton, 
of the Constabulary force, and an old member of 
the Wesleyan Society. 

In the Manchester Circuit, a splendid new 
chapel has been built at Wesley Mount (formerly 
Gunnersbury), the head of the Circuit. It is of 
cut stone, with beautifully-sawn stone facings and 
corners. Its dimensions are 70 by 40 feet, witli 
a good school-room in the lower part. Rev. T. 
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P. Russell commenced gathering materials. Rev. 
W. Reeve made considerable progress with the 
building, which was finished for Divine worship 
by Rev. F. Chapman. It cost ;^I200, and was 
opened 25th December, 1877. The members had 
long been liberally and systematically subscribing 
in money and free labour, and a good collection 
was obtained at the opening. The old chapel 
close by had been available during the building 
of the new one. In close proximity to the chapel 
is also a well-arranged and strongly-built dwelling- 
house, making the Wesleyan establishment here 
very complete and ornamental to this beauteous 
portion of Jamaica. 

In the pretty town of Mandeville, a neat chapel 
was also erected about 1870, to which R. B. 
Braham, Esq., had liberally contributed. It cost 
;f 163, and was free of debt. This chapel has 
recently been found too small, and has been 
enlarged. 

Another chapel has just been erected by Rev. 
R. Raw, at Frankfield^ in the same Circuit, where 
for several years previously the congregation 
worshipped in a frail temporary erection. These 
places were visited by the writer on a Missionary 
Meeting tour in 1872, when the ardour of the 
people in the good cause favourably impressed 
him. The scenery of this parish is lovely. 

In the Mount Ward Circuit, the Rev. Thomas 
Hosking obtained a substantial and lofty building 
in a rural, well-populated locality named "Lethe." 

14 
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This, with new flooring above and below, and re- 
newal of the windows, is made a commodious 
chapel, capable of seating three hundred people ; 
and the under part forms an excellent school-room, 
being of the same dimensions as the upper. The 
people are cheerfully liberal, and appear to value 
their newly-acquired privileges. The writer has 
felt it a privilege to join in their services. 

In the Black River Circuit, a very substantial 
stone-built chapel, 52 by 32 feet, has been for the 
last few years in gradual course of erection at 
MulgravCy in a most delightful situation, command- 
ing an extensive mountain range of scenery. The 
view, together with the gratifying sight of the 
solid walls of such a building as is contemplated, 
in progress, well repaid us for the toil of ascending 
to this mountainous region. And as a considerable 
population of industrious people are settled here, 
there is good prospect of spiritual and numerical 
success. Mr. Cox is also extending the borders 
of his Circuit by opening another preaching-place, 
at Perksvilley 40 feet by 2 1 feet, and still another 
in the Santa Cruz Mountains, at a place named 
Mount Osborn, 30 feet by 1 8 feet. Another open- 
ing has been begun by Mr. Cox at Newport, with an 
enrolment of forty members. 

At Brown's Town, where the present Chapel is 
confessedly too small, the Rev. John Duff has 
secured a piece of land, near by and more con- 
spicuous, being a front lot on the main street, 
on which a larger chapel is proposed to be 
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erected, and the former one to be then converted 
into a school-house. 

In the Beechamville Circuit, in 1875, a good 
stone school-chapel was erected by the Rev. 
Thomas Raspass, on land given by E. G. Barrett, 
Esq. Its cost was ^^290. A grant was given 
by Government. The people helped with free 
labour. Its situation is about two and a half miles 
from York Castle, and it is a neat ornament to 
the small village of Alderton. 

Kingston. — In 1876 a grand and united effort 
was made thoroughly to repair and beautify 
Wesley Chapel, removing the plain benches in the 
centre, and substituting handsome stalls, with 
backs, inserting ornamental glass in the fan-lights 
of the windows, above and below, newly painting 
the wood-work and ceiling ventilators, re-polish- 
ing the rich mahogany carved work around the 
gallery, the pillars, and the pulpit. These im- 
provements were effected at a cost of £i02g, 
including the current expenses of the year ; and 
the amount raised within the year, by a Bazaar 
arranged by Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Martin and other 
friends, realizing upwards of ;£'200, Lectures, 
re-opening Services, Service of Song, Seat-rents, 
etc., was ^^844. The other Chapels in the Circuit, 
including those of Port Royal and Red Hills, 
were put into thorough repair, the entire outlay, 
inclusive of Wesley, being nearly i^iSoo. 

In the Mount Fletcher Circuit, the Rev. S. 
Sutton commenced, and in 1876 Vv^d tv^-^xVj 
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completed, a good stone chapel, 50 feet by 30 
feet, wall 1 3 feet high and 1 8 inches thick, at 
Somerset, where the writer had preached in a 
cottage near by about 1863. For this chapel 
liberal subscriptions have been given in labour, 
materials, and money — given chiefly by a Society 
of about sixty persons. It was opened June 
nth, 1879, by Rev. George Sargeant. 

In the Brown's Town Circuit, Rev. John Duff 
in 1879 succeeded in completing a chapel of solid 
stone, 63 feet by 39 feet, of "Gothic style, dressed 
stone facings, hard woocj roof, and stained glass 
windows. The building is capable of seating six 
hundred and fifty persons. There is also a good 
school-room below, two-thirds the size of the 
chapel. The computed value is ^^1,200, but the 
actual outlay considerably less, from the amount 
of free labour given by our members. The 
chapel bears the name " Edmondson," and as 
the writer proceeded one Sabbath morning to 
preach there, he passed the frail structure named 
" The Tabernacle," for which the noble edifice is 
the substitute. The contrast presented a most 
gratifying advancement, and the people remaining 
in a body for the afternoon preaching showed 
their love to the Word preached. The chapel is 
situate in the Dry Harbour Mountains. 

At Ramble, in the Ocho Rios Circuit, a neat 
and substantial School-chapel, 22 feet by 40, was 
erected in 1873 on land given by Michael 
Solomon, Esq. 
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Spanish Town chapel was repaired throughout 
in 1 879 ; the floor in the centre raised and sup- 
plied with stalls, the free seats furnished with backs, 
front of gallery improved ; a handsome rostrum 
erected, and the Communion-place re-floored with 
Jamaica ornamental woods. A new set of lamps, 
value ;^ 30, has been given by one of the members. 
The outlay was ;^430, towards which the Church 
and congregation raised in two years £260. This 
was heartily done, in the true spirit of sacrifice. 

Brief reference has already been made to some 
of our Mission residences, as advantageous to the 
working of the Circuits, and to the health of the 
Missionaries and their families. It is evident 
that these acquisitions have been followed by a 
decrease of mortality and of sickness amongst us. 
And it is also satisfactory to report that efforts 
in this direction are still being made by the 
kindness and careful consideration of our Com- 
mittee in sanctioning the purchase of an eligible 
residence, where one is procurable, for each Circuit, 
that may be still unsupplied with a house for the 
Missionary. Our Circuits are, however, so well 
supplied with residences that there are only three 
or four rented Mission-houses now in the District; 
a great saving being thereby effected, which of 
course brings the District so much nearer the 
long-wished-for period of self-support Some of 
the following Circuits have within the last few 
years been so favoured, while others referred to in 
the list have long possessed the advantage. 
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In Krng?;taii, a liouae in "Sat xgsper psut of 
Hcmover SlTRgt, fnahablf for a -TaTnTly aaad coo- 
vcmt3ith- near to CgSec Chapril,, Las laeoD pasdiased, 
and is n^w occnpkd as a MissaaD icsadoDoeL At 
Port S-oval a canvsmiml and licaMiih' a iifai ate d 
haose, farfng the sea, and in iSat saaaae sSieet as 
iSat nhapdL lias been secured, tims asxndis^ the 
long-felt incDnvemenoe csf occxxppa::^ die rooms 
under ti» f3iappl as iLe resadence of tbe Port 
JLova] nnnister- 

In Spanisih Tovn a coinunodknis and midl-lNiilt 
bouse milb pasture and giass-poeoe vas boi^it 
in I 874. It bad been occupied for se¥efal yeais 
at a rental, and beings in a healtfay locality was 
consadeied an eligible pmcbase, so sooo as it cxmld 
be obtained. 

In Falmoutfa, one <^ tbe motst suitable residences 
to be bad witbin tbe precincts of the town has at 
length been ofiered and bought. Its contiguity 
to the sea, and its situation being as far from the 
surrounding swamps as the boundary of the town 
will admit, render it a desirable and healthy 
residence. A somewhat remarkable fact is that 
this is the same building from which the noto> 
rious persecuting Cornwall QmrUr was formerly 
Issued. 

At Beechamville, a residence was erected, a few 
years after the building of the chapel, by Rev. 
Isaac Whitehouse, and completed by Rev. J. 
lulmondson. It is most delightfully situated on 
an eminence of the Mission land, overlooking the 
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large chapel, and having a number of the residences 
of the members in view on the adjacent hills. It 
was partly built by surplus income, but of course 
chiefly by Committee's help. 

In the Clarendon Circuit, a property was offered 
for sale, eligible for its situation, and for the cha- 
racter of the house, as a Mission residence for 
that Circuit. The Committee's sanction being 
obtained, it was bought. It is named Bryan's 
Penn, 

In the Savanna-la-Mar Circuit, after several 
changes of rented houses, a Penn near the town, 
with thirty acres of land, named The GrovCy having 
a dilapidated house upon it, cam^ into the market. 
This was bought, and, after the needed repair, was 
made an agreeable and healthy residence. Rev. 
T. M. Geddes was the first occupant ; and the 
writer has spent three years in it, and considers it 
well chosen as a residence. 

For the Brown's Town Circuit, a purchase has 
been recently made of a house and land named 
" Egypt," into which the Brown's Town Minister 
has this year, 1880, entered. Its elevated situa- 
tion and entire freedom from swamp or marshy 
land of any kind give it a salubrity of climate, 
and good hope that it will prove exceedingly 
healthy. 

At Duncans, a good Mission-house, built by 
Rev. R. Harding, has. formed a part of the Mission 
establishment from a period shortly after the 
erection of the chapel by Rev. J. Corlett. 
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At Yallahs, the most eligible residence, named 
Orange Park, in that district of country, has been 
providentially secured. Its height above the level 
of the sea is sufficient to be beyond the deleterious 
influence of the stagnant ponds, several acres in 
extent, lying between the sea and the mainland, 
and abounding with alligators. From these 
ponds the effluvia is often very offensive in the 
lowlands. 

In the Mount Fletcher Circuit, Rev. R. Harding 
proceeded with the erection of a house simulta- 
neously with the building of the chapel. This 
station is considered as one of our best sanitary 
positions in the District. It is, however, only 
accessible by a mountain track. The working of 
the Circuit is therefore by horseback or mule 
travelling. 

In 1872 we had been able to secure, by pur- 
chase, an eligible and healthy residence named 
Tichfield, at Port Antonio. Its elevation and sea 
aspect rendering it pleasant and airy, compensates 
for the toilsome and difficult character of the 
travelling necessary in working this Circuit. 

At Grateful Hill, a new, commodious, and 
substantial Mission-house was erected in 1874-75, 
the very small and inconvenient house formerly 
occupied by the Missionaries having become out 
of repair, and too old to justify heavy outlay in 
repairing. 

In connection with Wesley Chapel in Kingston, 
a spacious, substantial, and commodious house 
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was built by Rev. H. Bleby, after the " great fire." 
It is the residence of the Wesley Chapel Minister, 
and is available to some extent for the accom- 
modation of the brethren at our Annual District 
Meetings. 



CHAPTER XII. 

Arrival of Revs. Barker, Peters, and Welch — District Meeting 1 880 
— "Jamaica Thanksgiving Fund" — Its Objects — Letter from 
Rev.S. Gk)odyer — Cyclone, i8th August — Results — Committee's 
Sympathy — Sabbath's Services York Castle — ^District Meeting, 
January 1881 — Numerical and Financial Statistics — New Open- 
ings — Chapels in Progress — Rev. W. C. Murray made Gk)ver- 
nor of York Castle — Circuit Stewards attend District Meeting — 
Ordination — Appointments 188 1. 

AT the District Meeting, January 1880, the 
writer was appointed to the Beechamville 
Circuit, meeting there with many dear old friends, 
among whom he had laboured in former years, 
and whom he found as warm-hearted in Christian 
brotherhood as he had formerly known them. 
Many old members retained their strong attach- 
ment to Methodism, formed under the ministry of 
the Rev. I. Whitehouse, while the places of several 
deceased Leaders were filled by their descendants 
with efficiency. 

At this Meeting we welcomed the Revs. Matthew 
Barker and Joel Peters, who had recently arrived 
in the Island, to supply vacancies occurring by the 
return of brethren to England, and in the month 
of March, the Rev. Oswald Welch also arrived 
and took charge of the Port Antonio Circuit, to 
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which he had been appointed. The Reports 
brought to the Meeting from the various Circuits 
exhibited proofs of progress of an encouraging 
character. The public services in connection 
with our Annual Assembly were gracious seasons. 
The public Prayer-meeting at Wesley, January 
23rd, seven a.m. ; the Missionary Services, compris- 
ing Sabbath sermons, 2Sth ; the Public Meeting 
at Coke, 27th ; the Ordination Service on Wed- 
nesday, 28th, in which the Revs. W. Westlake, 
J. E. Howard, and W. Melville were solemnly set 
apart for the work of the Christian ministry ; and 
the Sunday School gatherings at the two chapels, 
cheered us with gratitude for the past and hope 
for the future. Our ordinary financial receipts 
were found to be creditable to our people, while 
the sum raised respectively for Missions and for 
Trust properties, building or repairing, a good 
proportion of which comes from liberal friends in 
connection with other Churches, was ;£^2 1 2 1 for 
Missions, and ;£^3400 for Trust properties, while 
our number of chapels (besides other preaching 
places) is 93, with attendants on public worship 
57,650. We had also reported 98 Day-schools, 
with teachers which we were pledged to support, 
and therefore had to entreat our Committee to 
continue their school grant, in addition to our earn- 
ings from the Government. 

A gratifying feature of this Meeting arose from 
a proposal by a body of our excellent Laymen, 
about twenty in number, who met the Ministers 
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in Wesley chapel on the evening of 29th January, 
to form a Fund, to be designated ** The Jamaica 
Wesleyan-Methodist Memorial and Thanksgiving 
Fund ; " the objects of the Fund to be — 

1st. To build a High School for girls near 
Kingston, for which suitable land has been already 
secured. 

2. The erection of Day-school teachers' cot- 
tages. 

3. To establish a Dep6t for Sunday-school and 
Day-school books, and works for general instruc- 
tion, maps, etc. 

4. To raise the chapel fund to a higher stan- 
dard. 

The sum agreed to be aimed at as the minimum 
to meet all these objects was ;£^Sooo. The Meet- 
ing was very harmonious, and continued till 
eleven p.m. 

The brethren agreed to make arrangements 
for holding Public Meetings in all their Stations 
as far as practicable during the year. Two years 
to be allowed for payment, by instalment, of the 
promises. At the Meeting that evening ;6^2 30 
was promised, and at a Public Meeting at Coke 
chapel, on the following Wednesday, the list was 
raised to ;£^Soo. A great number of Meetings 
have been held, with a liberal measure of success. 

A brief extract from a letter written by Rev. S. 
Goodyer, dated Lucea, May 22nd, 1880, will serve 
to show that there are still openings inviting our 
attention. He writes: — "At the end of 1877 I 
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began preaching in a very neglected district, called 
Clifton, and in a short time gathered together a 
few of the people, and formed them into a class, 
giving the first tickets under a good shady mango 
tree. We put up a School-chapel, and now have 
a very hopeful cause, with more than fifty members, 
and upwards of twenty on trial. In 1879 I 
established week-day preaching services in a dis- 
trict named Claremont This has led to the 
building of a small wooden School-chapel, the 
formation of several classes, and establishment of 
a Day-school, and also a Sabbath-school. • This 
place gives fair promise of becoming an important 
station." 

On the evening and during the night of the 
1 8th August, until about three a.m. 19th, a terribly 
destructive cyclone swept over the Island, with a 
violence hitherto unknown by any of the inhabi- 
tants, causing severe and extensive damage, in 
which our poor people shared deeply amidst the 
fearful devastation in those parts of the Island 
that were most severely visited. In the Beecham- 
ville Circuit our large Bensonton Chapel, costing 
originally more than ;6^ 1000, was levelled with the 
ground, and completely destroyed ; the Teacher, 
who was sleeping in a room at the end of the 
building, narrowly escaping with his life. The 
vestry at Epworth was also quite destroyed. Our 
chapel at Port Morant, in the Morant Bay 
Circuit, was also blown down and consequently 
destroyed. Several of our other chapels, Schools, 



i 



222 WESLEYAN-METHODISM IN JAMAICA, 

and Mission-houses were partially destroyed or 
severely injured, — particularly the Grateful Hill 
chapel and residence, the latter being made un- 
inhabitable; Mount Fletcher large chapel having 
its galvanized roof completely blown off, and the 
house, although a substantial building, greatly 
injured ; the New School House at Ebenezer 
Chapel, Kingston, blown down to the ground. 
The new erection for the Girls' High School, near 
Kingston, a large brick building, was unroofed, 
and the walls so shattered that it will require re- 
building. Our other Trust properties in the east, 
at Morant Bay and Yallahs, sustained heavy 
damages. Considerable injury was done to the 
Kingston Chapels, and to the Stoney Hill Chapel, 
with minor injuries to some of our other 
buildings. 

Our bereaved people at Bensonton immediately 
set to work to erect and shingle a shed 48 feet in 
length for temporary shelter, only taking a small 
remuneration for their labour, which they would 
have been ready to forego, had they not been 
themselves in distress from the effects of the 
cyclone. We must necessarily take immediate 
steps towards erecting a new chapel. 

Our Committee in London, on hearing of tihis 
calamity, brought the case specially before the 
Finance Committee, and manifested their sympathy 
^ith us by commencing a Subscription List, head- 
'"gr it with ;6^5oo, payable in two years. Our 
Chairman was instructed to visit the scenes of 
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desolation, and report thereon to the Committee. 
The damage, so far as ascertained by him, is 
estimated as amounting to ;£^4,Soo. — It may here 
be noted that the Government Report of Wesleyan 
losses in damage by the cyclone to our chapels, 
residences, and schools is £6000. 

Since the destruction of the Bensonton Chapel 
we have erected a good stone foundation, 60 feet 
by 40, and 2 feet 6 inches thick ; from which the 
wall is to be 13 feet high, and 1 8 inches thick, 
with gables of the same thickness ; and to have 
1 2 windows and 4 doors, with i window in •each 
gable. 

On Sabbath, 29th August, the writer spent 
an agreeable day at York Castle, preaching in the 
morning and evening, to those connected with the 
Institution, assembled in the " Osborn Hall ; " 
and administering the Lord's Supper to the com- 
municants ; and on the evening of Monday renew- 
ing tickets to the Members of Society. A number 
of the peasantry surrounding the property were 
present at the preaching, as is their custom and 
privilege. 

For the review of the year's progress in 1880 
our District Meeting assembled in Wesley Chapel, 
Kingston, January 28th, 1881. During the meet- 
ing we welcomed the arrival of the Rev. J. R. 
Newall. Brother Peters sailed to take the 
Chairmanship of the Honduras District. 

The encouraging character of our work was 
indicated in our report of an increase of 765 
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members, making a total of 18,575, with 734 on 
trial, and an increase of 853 in our number of 
day scholars, — our Government Grant for schools 
being £2JiJ, The prc^^ress in building and 
repairs of Trust property was clearly shown by 
an expenditure of ;f5^i5 for Trust purposes in 
the District 

Our finances had also improved in all the 
leading items, except a small decrease in Mis- 
sionary money. These results were highly satis- 
factory, as they had been obtained in the midst of 
much distress arising from the effects of the 
cyclone. A total of ;f 20,05 1 from all sources, 
including Circuit and Trust, with miscellaneous 
and minor efforts by members and supporters, 
was a sure evidence of the growing interest and 
attachment of our people to the institutions of 
their Church ; and also of the extending and 
deepening influence of Wesleyan-Methodism in 
our lovely Island. And reports were still coming 
in, of invitations to new localities ; also of urgent 
appeals to our brethren to take measures for the 
regular ministrations of the Word of Life, and 
for the formation of Day and Sabbath Schools. 
Some new openings were sanctioned to be taken 

up. 

A new chapel was reported as in course of 
erection at Stoney Hill, in Kingston Circuit ; also 
a good stone chapel named Mount Hume, in the 
Manchester Circuit, was reported as nearly ready 
for opening. And at Oracabessa, a new stone 
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chapel, 50 feet by 30, is being erected ; the walls 
will soon be ready for the reception of the roof. 
The commencement of building a new chapel at 
Savanna-la-Mar is recommended by the District 
Meeting, as about ;£^400 is said to be now in 
hand. The new chapel at the Moneague is to be 
opened in a few weeks. We find the two large 
chapels in Kingston now lighted with gas, with 
fittings suited to the magnitude of the buildings. 

One of our brethren, Rev. W. C. Murray, has 
been elected' Governor and Theological tutor of 
York Castle High School. The Chairman reports 
the rebuilding of the house at the Girls' High 
School near Kingston as nearly completed, so that 
the school may be commenced as soon as a 
lady to take charge of the Institution can be 
procured. 

The Meeting also constituted York Castle a 
new Circuit, attaching to it Behsonton and the 
newly-formed Station of Alderton, both from the 
Beechamville Circuit. A District Medal, sub- 
scribed for by the preachers, is also to be added 
to the York Castle prizes. 

During our financial sittings, we were favoured 
with the presence of several of our Circuit 
Stewards, who entered cordially and intelligently 
into Circuit and Trust District business. Others 
would have attended, but were prevented by 
distance, and difficulties of travelling. 

Three brethren were ordained, Revs. H. W. 
Bleby, S. J. Moodie, and C. Reynolds. Brother 
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H. M. H. Cox is to be ordained during the year. 
One young man, G. A. Ashley, a native of Jamaica, 
is received on trial, and goes to York Castle as a 
student. Our Chairman, with the brethren Raw 
and Chapman, will be returning to England during 
the year. Brother Gedye is being removed to 
Turk's Island. The Committee are requested to 
send others in their places. The appointments of 
the brethren for 1881 are as follows : — 

Kingston, — T. M. Geddes, A. Taylor, S. Good- 
yer ; one to be sent. 

Kingston {Providence), — G. Sargeant. 

Montego Bay. — T. P. Russell. 

Lucea. — W. Westlake. 

Spanish Town. — J. Duff. 

Movant Bay. — S. I. Moodie. 

Watsonville. — D. J. Reynolds. 

Grateful HilL — R. M. Parnther, J. R. Newall. 

Falmouth, — S. J. Lindo. 

St. Ann's Bay, — S. Sutton. 

Ocho Rios, — S. T. Brown ; one to be sent. 

Beechamville, — Henry B. Foster. 

York Castle. — W. C. Murray, Governor and 
Theological Tutor ; A. W. Geddes. 

Bath. — Caleb Reynolds. 

Port Antonio. — O. Welch. 

Clarendon. — George Lockett. 

Manchester. — W. H. Bleby, 

Mount Ward. — M. Barker. 

Black River. — H. M. H. Cox. 

Savanna-la- Mar. — I. S. Prior. 
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Brown's Town, — A. Bourne ; one wanted. 
Duncans. — Edward Spratt, H. F. Miller. 
Yallahs.—'SN. Melville. 
Mount Fletcher. — A McNiel Smith. 
Manchioneal. — ^John E. Howard. 
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IfeoMMr of the late Cakon Kimgslet, with Pe»xial Renuaisoenoes. By die 
Rev. Jambs H. Ricg, D.D., Prindpal of the Nonnal CoU^BCi Westnunstei; 
Crovn 8vo. Price 7s. 6d. 

Rigg (J. H.) The Sabbath and the Sabbath I^aw before 
and after Christ. By die Rev. J. H. Riog, 1>J>. Secaad Edition. 
Crows 8vo. Price as. 
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Robinson (E. J.) How to Pray and What to Pray For. 
An Exposition of the Lord's Prayer and Chrisf s Intxoductory Sayingk By 
the Rev. Edward Jbwitt Robinson. Crown 6vo. Price 5s. 

Robinson (E.J.) The Caravan and the Temple, and Songs 

of the Pilgrims. Psahns cxx.— cxxxiv. By the Rev. E. J. Robinson. 
Crown 8vo. Price 3s. 6d. 

Robinson (E. J.) The Mother of Jesus not the Papal 
Mary. By the Rev. E. J. Robinson. Crown 6vo. Price 6b. 

Trefifry (R.) Enquiry into the Doctrine of the Eternal Son- 
ship of our Lord Jesus Christ. By Rev. R. Trbffrv, Jun. Cr, 8vo. Price 68. 

Unsworth (W.) The Aggressive Character of Christianity. 

By the Rev. William Unswokth. Crown 8vo. Price 3s. 6d. 

Unsworth (W.) The Brotherhood of Man ; or. Christian 

Sociology. By the Rev. Willlam Unsworth, Author of ' The Aggressive 
Character of Christianity/ etc. Second Edition. Crown 8vo. Price 4s. 

Waddy (S. D.) Sermons. By the late Rev. Samuel D. 

Waddv, D.D. Crown 8vo. Price 4s. 

Watson (R.) Sermons and Sketches of Sermons. By the 
Rev. Richard Watson. 

Three Volumes, demy 8vo. Price i8s. 
Three Volumes, post 8vo. Price zos. 6d. 

Watson (R.) Theological Institutes; or, a View of the 

Evidences, Doctrines, Morals, and Institutions of Christianity. By the 
Rev. Richard Watson. Four Volumes, royal i8mo. Price Z4S. 

Watson (R.) The Works of the Rev. Richard Watson. 
With his Memoirs, by the Rev. Thokas Jackson. 

Thirteen Volumes, demy 8vo. Price £2 x8s. 
Thirteen Volumes, post 8vo. Price £9 5s. 6d. 

Wesley (J.) Fifty-three Sermons by the Rev. John 

Wbslsy, M.A. Crown 8vo. Price 3s. 6d. 

These Sennons, and Mr. Wesley's Notek <sa the. New Testament 
constitute the StancUud Doctrines of the Methodist Connexion. 

Wesley (J.) Sermons on Several Occasions. By the Rev. 
John Weslbv, M.A. Complete edition, containing One Hundred and Forty- 
one Sermons, and a Life of the Author by the Rev. John Bkbcham, D.D. 

Three Vols., crown 8vo. Price 78. 6d. 

Fine Edition, three Vols., crown 8vo. Price xoB. 6d. 

Library Edition, three Vols., demy 8vo. Price z8Bi 

Wesley (J.) The Prose Works of the Rev. John Wesley, 
M.A. Edited by the Rev. Thomas Jackson. This Edition contains all 
the Latest Corrections of the Author ; and includes the Life of Mr. Wesley 
by the Rev. John Bbbcham, D.D. 

Library Edition, Fourteen Volumes, demy 8vo. Price^Cs zos. 
Cheap Edition, Fourteen Volumes, post $vo. Price ^m» 

Wiseman^ (L. H.) Christ in the Wilderae^ ; or». JB^tac- 

tical Views of our Lord's Temptation. By the Rev. Luxx H. WnmAH, 
M.A. Crown 8vo. Price 3s. 6d. 



PUBLICATIONS OF 



COMMENTARIES, DICTIONARIES, &c, 

ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. 



Aids to Daily Meditation: being Practical Reflections 

and Obsenrations on a Passage of Scripture for each Day in the Year. 
Crown 8vo., doth. Price 3s. 6d« 

At His Feet : Daily Lessons in the Gospels for Devotional 
Use. By the Rev. G. Stringer Rowe. Royal z6mo. Qoth, red edges. 
Price zs. 6d. 

The Holy Bible : with Notes, Critical, Explanatory, and 

Practical. By the Rev. Joseph Benson. With Maps and a Portrait of the 
Author. Six Volumes, Imperial 8vo. Price £2 5s. Cloth, red edges. 
Price £3 3s. 

A Biblical and Theological Dictionary : Illustrative of 

the Old and New Testaments. By the Rev. John Farrar. With Four 
Maps and Ninety-six Engravings. Cloth, red edges. Crown 8vo. Price 3s. 6d. 

An Ecclesiastical Dictionary : Explanatory of the History, 

Antiquities, Heresies, Sects, and Religious Denominations of the Christian 
Church. By the Rev. John Farrar. Crown 8vo. Price 5s. 
Aids. to the Student of the Bible, containing Analytical 

Notes, and Summaries of the several books ; Historical, Chronological, and 
Geographical Tables ; List of Animals, Birds, Reptiles, Plants, &c., found 
in Scripture ; Tables of Weights, Measures, and Time ; Words Obsolete or 
Ambiguous ; together with a new Index to the Bible, a Concordance, and 
a Dictionary of Scripture Proper Names, with a series of Maps. Foolscap 
8vo. Qoth,red edges. Price as. Pearl x6mo. Cloth, red edges. Price zs. 46. 
The Proper Names of the Bible; their Orthography, 

Pronunciation, and Signification. With a brief Account of the Principal 
Persons, and a Description of the principal Places. By the Rev. John 
Farrar. z8mo. Price is. 6d. 

A Commentary on the Old and New Testaments ; contain- 
ing copious Notes, Theological, Historical, and Critical ; with Improvements 
and Reflections. By the Rev. Joseph Sutcliffb, M.A. Imperial 8vo.» 
cloth, marbled edges. Price zas. 6d. 

The Synoptical Dictionary of Scripture Parallels and 

References ; being an Index of the Texts of Scripture Classified ; forming a 
Methodical Summary of the Principles, Doctrines, Precepts, and Facts 01 
Scripture. Foolscap 8vo. Qoth, red edges. Price 3s. 6d. 

A Biblical and Theological Dictionary: Explanatory of 

the History, Manners, and Customs of the Jews, and neighbotuing Nations. 
With an Account of the most remarkable Places mentioned in Sacred 
Scripture ; an Exposition of the principal Doctrines of Ohri^tianity ; and 
Notices of Jewish and Christian Sects and Heresies. By the Rev. Richakd 
Watsov. Royal 8vo., doth, red ed|(es. Price Z8s.6d. . 
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An Exposition of the Gospels of St. Matthew and St. 

Mark* and of some other detached parts of Scripture. By the Rev. Richard 
Watson. Demv 8vo., Price 6i. ; lamo.. Price 3s. 6d. 

The New Testament, with Explanatory Notes. By the 
Rev. John Wbslbv. With the Autiior's last Correctioiis. 
Pocket Edition. x8mo. Price as. 
Laise-Type Edition. 6vo. Price 4s. 
Library Edition, fine paper. Demy 8vo. Price 68. 

The Prophet of Sorrow ; or, the Life and Times of 

Jeremiah. By the Rev. Thosnley Smith. Crown 8vo. Price 3s. 6d. 
The Holy Child Jesus ; or, the early Life of Christ : viewed 

in connection vrith the Hbtory, Chronobgy, and Archxobgy of the Times. 
By the Rev. Thornlbv Smith. Foolscap 8vo. Price xs. 6d. 

An Exposition of St. Paul's Epistle to the Romans. By 

the Rev. Hbnrv W. Williams, D.D. Crown 8vo. Price 6s. 

An Exposition of the Epistle to the Hebrews. By the 
Rev. Hbnrv W. Wiluams, D.D. Crown 8vo. Price 6s. 

Scripture compared with Scripture. A Plan for Daily 
Bible Reading throughout the Year. Price 4d. Limp doth, gilt edges, 6d. 



BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Asbury (Francis), The Pioneer Bishop ; Life and Times of« 

By W. P. Strickland. Royal aamo. Price zs. ; Gilt edges, xs. 4d. 
Alpine Missionary (The) ; or, the Life of J. L. Rostan, 

Missionary Pastor in France, Switzerland, and the Channel Isles. By the 
Rev. Matthew Lbukvrb. Translated from the French Edition, by the 
Rev. A. J. French, B.A. With a Portrait. Crown 8vo. Price 2s. 6d. 
Ball (H.) Memorials of Miss Hannah Ball, of High 
Wycombe. The first Methodist Simday School Teacher. Foolscap 8vo. 
Price zs. 6d. 

Bamford (J.) The Disciple among the Poor : Memorials 

of Mr. John Bamford, of Shardlow. By his Son, the Rev. John M. 
Bamford. Crown 8vo. Price 3s. "Vl^th Photographic Portrait, 3s. 6d. 

Bramwell (W.) The Christian Minister in Earnest. A 

Memoir of the Rev. William Bramwell ; containing Extracts from his Cor- 
respondence, and a Delineaticm of his Personal and Ministerial Character. 
By the Rev. Thomas Harris. With a Portrait. Rtqral x8ma, gilt edges. 
Price 3S. Cheap Edition. Royal 3amo. Price is. 

Bumhy (J. !{.) The Life of the Rev. John H. Bumby. 

With a brief History of the Progress of the Wesleyan Mission in New 
Zealand. By the Rev. A. Barrett. With a Portrait. lamo. Price 3s. 
Bunting (William M.), Memorials of. Being Selections 

from his Sermons, Letters, and Poems. Edited by the Rev. G. Stringbx 
Rows. With a Biographical Introducti<» by Thomas Pxrcitai. Bumtimg. 
Crown 8vo. Price 3s. 6d. 
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Fletcher (J.) The Life of tbe Rer. Jobn Fletcher. Bj 



Fletcher CMn.) Life of Mis. Fletcher. Bj Rcr. H. Moou. 

WitkBartoak. GrowalM. Pkioea^M. ChoyEdlB. Ba^jMHt. Pkioeis. 

George (E.) Memoirs of Klirahrfh George. By the Rer. 
HnanrJ. Piooorrr, BJL WkkaPlortniu Qvntvow Pkioes.6d. 

Gfimshaw (W.), Incnmbent of Hawoftii. By the Rev. R. 
SfBSGB Hjueot. Wiik a Portzak. Gramtvow Pkioea^. 

Hall (S. R.) Life of the Rer. Samuel RomiUy HalL By 
ihsRew.TmomjksKMGaTWGALK. GramSvo. WilkFortnut. Price s.6d. 

Hessel (Eliza.) Troe V^omanhood; or. Memorials of 
Mia Eliza HemA. By die Rer. Joshua Pussrixn Ckowa aro. Witk 
PortiaiL Price 3s. ; g3t edges^ 3s. 6d. 

Hunt (J.) The Life of John Hont, Missionary to the 
CamShah m Fij^ Bj Ac Rer. Gmomcm. S-ntxMGnt Rows. Foobcap 8ir«w 
Witb PortiaiC and other UhntzatiaBa. Prioe as. fid., liap dodw n. 6d. 
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Jackson (T.) Lives of Early Methodist Preachers. Chiefly 

written by themselves. Edited, with an Introductory Enay, by the Rev. 
Thomas Jackson. libctiy Edition, Six Vols. Crown 8vo. Price ist* 
Cheap Edition, Six Vols. Foolscap 8vo. Price gs. 

Jackson (T.) Recollections of My Own Life and Times. 
By Thomas Jackson. Edited by the Rev. B. Franklano, B.A. With 
an Introduction and Postscript by G. Osbohn, D.D. With a Portrait. 
Crown 8yo. Price 3s. 6d. 

Lockwood (A.) Little Abe : or, the Bishop of Berry Brow. 

Being the Life of Abraham Lockwood, a quaint and popular Local Preacher 
in the Methodist New Connexion. By F. Jswslu Crown Svo. Qoth, 
gilt edges. With Portrait. Price 2s. 6d. 

M*Owan (P.) A Man of God; or, Providence and Grace 
Exemplified in a Memoir of the Rev. Peter M*Owan. By the Rev. John 
M'Owan. Crown Svo. Price 5s. 

Miller (W. E.) Life of the Rev. W. E. Miller. By the 
Rev. Dr. Dixon. Foolscap 8vo. Price ss. ; limp doth, zs. 6d. 

Nelson (J.) The Journal of Mr. John Nelson. Royal 

x8mo. Price zs. 6d. Cheap Edition. Royal samo. Price zod. 

Newton (R.) The Life of the Rev. Robert Newton, D.D. 
By the Rev. Thomas Jackson. With a Portrait Crown 8vo. Price as. 6d. 
Cheap Edition. Royal aamo. Price is. 6d. 

Ouseley (Gideon.) The Life of Gideon Ouseley. By the 

Rev. WiLUAM Arthur, M.A. Eighth thousand. Crown 8vo., with 
Portrait Price 3s. 6d. 

Powell (Walter.) The Thorough Business Man. Memoir 

of Walter Powell, Merchant, London and Melbourne. By the Rev. B. 
Grbgorv. Seventh Edition. Crown 8vo., with Portrait. Price 3s. 6d. 

Priestley (M. A.) Memorials of Mary Anne Priestley, 
Wife of the Rev. Joshua Pribstlby. By her Husband. Foolscap Svo. 
With Portrait. Price is. 6d. 

Recollections of Methodist Worthies. Foolscap Svo. Price is. 

Richardson (C.) The Peasant Preacher : Memoir of Mr. 
Charles Richardson. By the Rev. J. E. Coulson. Royal aamo. Price is.; 
Gilt edges, is. 4d. 

Rogers (Mrs.) The Experience and Spiritual Letters of 

Mrs. Hester Ann Rogers. z8mo. Gilt edges. Price zs. 6d. 
Cheap Edition. Royal 32mo. Price xod. 

Rogers (Mrs.) The Experience, Letters, and Journal of 

Mrs. Hester Ann Rogers. Royal z8mo. Gilt edges. Price 3s. 6d. 

Shaw (Barnabas.) The Story of his Life and Labours in 
South Africa. By the Rev. Wiluam Moistbr. Crown 8vo. Portndfc aad 
Illustrations. Price 3s. 6d. 
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Shaw (W.) Memorials of the Life and Labours of the 
Rev. WiLUAM Shaw, of South Africa. Crown 8vo. Price as. 6d. 

Shaw (Mrs.) Long Life and Peace : Memorials of Mrs. 
EuzABBTH Shaw, of St. Austell. By Rev. R. C Barkatt. FooIsc^ 8vo. 
Price 38. 

Shillington (T. A.) Christian Thoroughness : A Memoriai 
Sketch of Thomas Avkrbll Shillington, J.P., of Portadown. By the 
Rev. John Dwver. Crown 8vo. Price 3s. 

Shrewsbury (J. B.) Christ Glorified in the Life, Experi- 
ence, and Character of Joseph B. Shrewsbury (iate Medical Student, and 
Wesleyan Local Preacher, of Bradford, Yorkshire). Written by his Father. 
Royal 32010. Price xs. ; Gilt edges, is. 4d. 

Smith (J.) Memoirs of the Life, Character, and Labours 

of the Rev. John Smith. By the Rev. R. Trsffry, Jun. With an Intro- 
ductory Essay by the Rev. Dr. Dixon. Royal x8mo. Gilt edges. Price 3s. 
Cheap Edition, without the Introductory Essay. Price zs. 

Smith (J.) A Methodist Pioneer : The Life and Labours of 
John Smith, including Notices of Early Methodism in the Nwth of Ireland. 
By C. H. Crookshank, M.A. Foolscap 8vo. Price is. 6d. 

Stoner (D.) Memoirs of the Rev. David Stoner. By the Rev. 
Dr. Hannah and Mr. William Dawson. With a Portrait. Royal i8mo. 
Gilt edges. Price as. 6d. Cheap Edition. Royal 32mo. Price is. 

Taylor (M. C.) Memoir of the Rev. Michael C. Taylor. 

With Extracts from his Correspondence. By the Rev. 6. Hbllibr. Crown 
8vo. Price 3s. 6d. 

Threlfall (W.) Memorials of the Rev. W. Threlfall. By 
the Rev. Samuel Broadbent. s8mo. With Portrait. Price zs. 6d. 

Toase (W.) Memorials of the Rev. William Toase. 

Compiled by a Friend. With an Introduction by the Rev. William 
Arthur, M.A. Crown 8vo. Price 3s. 6d. 

Treffry (R.) Memoirs of the Rev. R. Treffry, Jun. 

With Select Remains. By his Father, the Rev. Richard Trbpfrv. With 
a Portrait, xamo. Price 4s. 6d. 

Tucker (Mrs. J.) Memoir of Mrs. Jane Tucker, wife of 

the Rev. Charles Tucker, some time Missionary to Haabai and Tonga. By 
Mrs. G. F. White. Edited by the Rev. H. W. Williams, D.D. Crown 
Svo. Price 38. 6d. 

Turner, James; or, How to Reach the Masses. By £. 

M'Hardie. Crown 8va Price 3s. 

Vasey (T.) The Life of the Rev. Thomas Vasey. By his 

Widow. Crown 8vo. With Portrait. Price as. 6d. 

Waddy (S. D.) The Life of the Rev. Samuel D. Waddy, 
i ' DJ). By his Youngest Daughter. Crown 8vo.. with Two Portraits. Price ss. 
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Watson (R.) Memoirs of the Life and Writings of the 
Rev. Richard Watson. By the Rev. Thomas Jackson. With a Portrait. 
Royal i8mo. Price 3s. 6d. 8vo. Price 6s. 

Wesley (C.) The Life of the Rev. Charles Wesley. 

Comprising a Review of his Poetry ; Sketches of tiie Rise and Progress of 
Methodism ; with Notices of Contemporary Events and Characters. By the 
Rev. Thomas Jackson. With a Portrait. Crown 8vo. Price 3s. 6d. 

Wesley (C.) The Journal of the Rev. Charles Wesley, 

With Selections from his Correspondence and Poetry, and an Introductioo 
by the Rev. Thomas Jackson. Two Vob. Royal i8mo. Price 7s. 

Wesley (J.) The Life of the Rev. John Wesley. By the 
Rev. Richard Watson. With a Portrait. Crown 8vo. Price 3s. 6d. 
Cheap Edition. Royal 3amo. Price is. 4d. 

Wesley (J.) His Life and his Work. By the Rev. M. 
Lblikvrb. Translated by the Rev. A. J. Frbnch. With a Portrait Crown 
Svo. Price 3s. 

Wesley (J.) The Living Wesley, as he was in his Youth 

and in his Prime. By the Rev. Jamks H. Rigg, D.D., Principal of the 
Wesleyan Training College, Westminster. Crown 8vo. Price 3s. 

Wesley (J.) The Father of Methodism : A Life of the 
Rev. John Wesley, A.M. By Mrs. Cosslbtt. Second Edition, 
enlarged. Foolscap 8vo. Forty-five Illustrations. Price is. 6d. 

Wesley (J.) The Journals of the Rev. John Wesley. 

Four Vols. Crown 8vo. Price xos. 

West (F. A.) Memorials of the Rev. Francis A. West. 

Being a Selection from his Sermons and Lectures. With a Biographical 
Sketch by one of his Sons, and Personal Recollections by the Rev. B. 
Gregory. Crown Svo. Price 4s. 

Wharton (H.) The Story of the Life and Missionary 

Labours of the Rev. Henry Wharton in the West Indies, the Gold Coast, 
and Ashanti. By the Rev. W. Moistsr. Crown Svo. With Portrait and 
Illustrations. Price 3s. 6d. 

Wood (J.) The Life of the Rev. Joseph Wood. With 

Extracts from his Diary. By the Rev. H. W. Wiluams. With a Portrait. 
Crown Svo. Price 3s. 

The Methodist Family Library of Standard Biographical 

and other Works, designed to promote Spiritual Life. Twenty-one Volumes. 
Royal 32mo. Price 22s.; or in Handsome Box, sgs. Gilt edges, ags. ; or 
in Handsome Box, 36s. 6d. 



Wesley's (Rev. John and Charles) Poetical Works: A 

New and Complete Edition. Reprinted from the Originals, with the last 
corrections of the Authors; together with the Poems of Cmaklbs 
Wesley not before published. Collected and Arranged by the Rev. 
George Osborn, D.D. Thirteen Volumes. Crown Svo. Price £2 zSs 
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ROAfAN CATHOLICISM. 

(C) Drlinration of Raman Ctholirimn, drawn from 

I of the Oncdi of Rone ; m wfaicfa 
Unces >« Stated^ Treated at Large, and 
Cwaws Kixiom; DJ>. New Edition mth z 
ipuiilMJO.of fBftaiH changea ^riiidi tfaei Papacy hat 
the Poodficate of PSoB IX. By Wdxiam Habos Rnu» 
xs. 6d. : Hatf^ionnd in Mokocoo» xts. 6d. 
T3I» Stilfl^iammi it said .n^mJify. Pricg9S.6d, 

Riile(W.H.) History of the Inquisition, from its Kstahliah- 
nMBt in the Xwdfth to its H«tnM'ti«iw ia die nineteenth Centnzy. By 
the Rer. W. H. Rulb, D J>. Thixd Bdition, with a new chapter on 
" Wal&Dg Up." Two Vols. 8vo. With Dhatntiaaa* Price xsp. 

Rnle (W. H.) Maityrs of the R^brmation : a History of 

MattynioTiw, Confrmons^ and SufieringSt firooi the Dawn of^the RefonnatioB 
to the Nineteenth Century. By die Rer.W. H. Rdlb, D.D. Svo. Bcice 8s. 

Robinson (E. J.) The BCother of Jesus not die Papal 

Mary. By die Rer. E. J. RonMSOK. Crown Svo. Price is. 

Authentic Report of the Discusaon held in Rome on the 

Eveniqp of Friinxary 9th and zoth, zSts, b etw e en Catholic Priesta and 
Evangeiical Ministers, ooaceming the Coming of St. Peter to Rone. Trana- 
lated fay the Rev. Wuxzam Abthos, M«A. Paper covers. Crown 8vo., 
Price 6d ; Qoth, Price is. 

METHODISM. 

Williams (H. VI,) The Constitation and Polity of VTes- 

leyan Methodism. Being a Digest of its Laws and Institntions. Bcoo^t 
down to the Qmference of z88o. By the Rer. Hsmiy W. Wuxxams, DJD^ 
Crown 8yo. Price 3s. 6d. 

Pierce (Wm.) Ecclesiastical Principles and Polity of the 

Wesieyan Mediodists. Co mpr i si ng a Complete Compendinm of their Laws 
and Regtxlatians» finm 1774 to 1872. Revised by the ^Rer. Dc Jobsok. 
Ro3ral 8vo., Price 15s. ; Half Morocco, Price 208. 

Christophers (S. V7.) Class Meetings in relation to the 
Design and Sucoeis of Methodism. By the Rer. S. W. CBsfSrcwHsas. 
Crown 8vo. Price 3s. 

Rigg (J. H.) The Connezional Economy of VTesleyan 

Methodism in its Ecdesiasdcai and Spiritual Aspects. By Jambs H. Riog, 
D.D. Crown Siro. Price 3s. 6d. 

Rigg (J. H.) The Churchman ship of John MTesley, and 

the Rdationii of Wesieyan Methodism to die Church of Fni^anrL By Jambs 
H. RiGG, DJ>. Crown 8vo. Price as. 6d. 

Stevens (A.) The History of Methodism from its Ori|^ 

to die Centenary Year. By Abbl Stbvbbs^ LUD. Three T« 
CrowBdvow With PoKtiaiCs. Ptice zSKi. 
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GENERAL LITERATURE. 

PRICE FOUR SHILLINGS. 

Our Indian Empire : Its Rise and Growth. By the Rev. 

J. Shaw Banks. Imperial x6mo. Thirty-five lUustradons and Map. 

Zoology of the Bible. By Harland Coultas. Preface 

by the Rev. W. F. Moulton, D.D. Imperial i6mo. xa6 lUustratioiis. 

Missionary Anecdotes, Sketches, Pacts, and Incidents. 

By the Rev. William Moistbr. Imperial i6mo. Eight Page lUustrations. 

Northern Lights ; or, Pen and Pencil Sketches of Nineteen 
Modern Scottish Worthies. By the Rev. J. Marrat. Crown 8vo. Portraita 
and Illustrations. 

PRICE THREE SHILLINGS AND SIXPENCE. 

Rambles in Bible Lands. By the Rev. Richard Newtoii, 

D.D. Imperial z6mo. Seventy Illustratuuis. 

* Land of the Mountain and the Flood ' : Scottish Scenes 

and Scenery delineated. By the Rev. Jabbz Marrat. Imperial x6mo. 
Map and Seventy-six Illustrations. 

Popery and Patronage. Biographical Illustrations of Scotch 

Church History. Imperial z6mo. Ten Illustrations. 

Wyclifife to Wesley : Heroes and Martyrs of the Church in 

Britain. Imperial i6mo. Twenty-four Portraits and Forty other lUustrations. 

John Lyon; or. From the Depths. By Ruth Elliott. 

Crown 8vo. Five Full-page Illustrations. 

Chronicles of Capstan Cabin ; or, the Children's Hour. By 
J. Jackson Wray. Imperial x6mo. Twenty-eight Illustrations. 

The Thorough Business Man : Memoir of Walter Powell, 

Merchant. By Rev. B. Grbgorv. Seventh Edtn. Crown 8vo., with Portrait. 

The Life of Gideon Ouseley. By the Rev. William 

Arthur, M.A. Eighth Thousand. Crown 8vo. With Portrait. 

Missionary Stories, Narratives, Scenes, and Incidents. 

By the Rev. W. Moistrr. Crown 8vo. Eight Page Illustrations. 

Sunshine in the Kitchen ; or. Chapters for Maid Servants. 

Fourth Thousand. Crown Svo. Numerous lUustrations. By Rev. B. Smith. 
Way- Marks: Placed by Royal Authority on the King's 

Highway. Being One Hundred Scripture Proverbs, Enforced and Illustrated. 
Crown Svo. Eig^t Page Engravings. By Rev. B. Smith. 

Gems Reset ; or, the Wesleyan Catechisms Illustrated by 

Imagery and Narrative. Crown 8va By Rev. B. Smith. 
Vice-Royalty ; or, A Royal Domain held for the King, and 
enriched by the King. Crown Svo. Twelve page Illiistns. By Rev. B. Smttb. 

PRICE THREE SHILLINGS. 

Glimpses of India and Mission Life. By Mrs. Hvtcheoh. 
Crown Svo. Eight Page Illustrations, doth, gUt edges. 



PRICE TWO SHILLINGS AND lUPBHCB. 

Little Abe , or, the Bi* 
Bary Brow. Bdni the 



«)■«. Wiih Ponralt. 

Cecily, ATale of the Rnel»h 

Ki&rmafian. By Ehha Ldul 
Crown Svo. Five tu]l pxe lUus. 
Olimpaea of India and Mis- 
mkn T.ife, By Mn. Hutck-ob. 
Crmrn Hvo, Klght Page Illiada- 
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t»U uid NiDcuai lUiutnuimu. 
Ooih. ilUcdgci. 

Qlenwoodi AStory of School 

Ule. By JuuA K, BLoouriii.i>, 
Crown avo. Sevea lUnunuioiii. 

Undeceived ; Roman or An- 

eont A Story of Epiliih Ritual- 
. Crown gvo. 
Self-Culture and Setf-Seli- 
iBU, under God ihe Mom of Sclf- 
ElovuioD. By Oit Re*. W. Uhb- 
wotTH. Crown Sio. 
Old Daniel ; or, Memoin of 
m Convwed Hindu, with Di 



tlDnofVilkieUfeln 
Rev. T. HoDiOH. ( 
IntliuH. Crown Sto, 

I.— Daniel Quor 

SiBiM. Finiei 
a.— Daniel Quon 
Suiia. "■■ 



TbeKinc** 

Llwr^cE T^i^( PHh 
Story of rMirtlMi Life 



^,_^ ..%i 

A I^edge that Redeemed 

Itieir. BySAnspo,Amwtf-B^ 

IlhMnlioaa. Qa^ tfteil^iA. 
The Stoiy of « Peousnlar 
Velenn: Sagaat'mibttP^lJafl 

Ray* from the Sun of Righ- 

teouuieA. By 1^ Rev. gii-»i^*fi 
NiwTUH.D.D. CnmSw. ElcMS 
mutiui«K. aiitfa,ciUBdcB. 
In the Tropics ; or, Scenes 
and Inddoin of Woi Indiu Lift 
By the RctMah Uuiat. &ows 

Climbing : A Uannal for tbe 
Young wtw Dewe ( "' " " "' 
WoiUb By tbe R 



Our Visit to Rome, with 

Nats by tbe Way. By ibe Rer. 
JoHH Rhodd. Royal iteo. 

Qems of Piety in Humble 

By the The Lan casters and their 
d IJlut- FHenda. ATaleorUethodinUre. 

By S. J. F. Crown tw. 
GUY PEARSE'S WORKS. 
mt^.,Clolk,GaiEi^l. Prht^.td-ttA. 

and his Religious Notions. First 
ind his Religious Notions. Second 



3. — Sermons for Children, Fourteenth Thousand. 

4. — Mister Horn and His Friends ; or, Qivers and Qiving. 

Siiteenth Thouuuid. 
5. — Short Stories: and other Papers. Founh Thousand. 
6.—' Good Will': a Collection of Christmas Stories. 

Filth TliDiKAnd. 

7.— Hortely Talks. Fifth Thousatid. 

PRICE TWO SHILLINGS. 



The Life and Times 
Walter Raleuh : Pteun or Amio- 
Americui CoCniutlon. BvChaiilse 
K. Trui, D.D. Footkcip Bra. 
Sliteen llluitnlioni. 

Homes and Home Life in 
BlblcLandt. ByJ.R.S " 
ttaltetf tn. £ithly 



The Great Apostle; or, 

Picturei from the Life of St. Paul. 
By Rev, Uuz Maimat, Foolicap 

Martin Luther, Ihe Prophet 

of Germany. By the Rev. J. ShAW 
Baku. KooIicnpBvD. ij lUiutni- 



PRICE TWO SmiAAVGS-coHtinued. 



Hid Treasures, and the 

Search for Them : Lectures to Bible 
Classes. By the Rev. J. Hartlby. 
Foolscap 8vo. With Frontispiece. 

Youthful Obligations. Illus- 
trated by a large number of Appro- 
priate Facts and Anecdotes. Fcap. 
8vo. With Illustrations. 

Eminent Christian Phil- 
anthropists. ^ Brief Biographical 
Sketches, designed especially as 
Studies for the Young. By the 
Rev. Gborgb Maundbe. Fcap. 
8vo. Nine Illustrations. 

The Tower, the Temple, and 

the Minster : Historical and Bio- 
graphical Associations of the Tower 
of London, St. Paul's Cathedral, 
and Westminster Abbey. By the 
Rev.J. W.Thomas. Second Edition. 
Foolscap Svo. 14 Illustrations. 

The Stolen Children: Fcap. 

8vo. Six Illustrations. 



The Prisoner's Friend : The 
Life of Mr. Jambs Bundy, of Bris- 
tol. By his Grandson, the Rev. W. 
R. Williams. Foolscap Svo. 

Peter Pengelly; or, *True 
as the Clock.* By T. J. Wray. 
Crown 8vo. Forty Illustrations. 

My Coloured Schoolmaster, 

and other Stories. By the Rev. 
H. Blbby. Fcap. Svo. Five lUustns. 

Female Heroism and Tales 

of the Western World. By the Rev. 
Hbnry Blbby. Foolscap Svo. Four 
Illustrations. 

Capture of the Pirates : with 

other Stories of the Western Seas. 
By the Rev. Hbnry BlebV^. Fcap. 
Svo. Four Illustrations. 

Adelaide's Treasure, and 

How the Thief came Unawares. 
By Sarson, Author of 'A Pledge 
that Redeemed Itself' etc. Four 
Illustrations. 



PRICE EIGHTEENPENCB. 
'Little Ray* Serits, Royal i6fno. 



Little Ray and Her Friends. 

By Ruth Eluott. Five Illustns. 

The Breakfast Half-Hour. 

Addresses on Religious and Moral 
Topics. By the Rev. H. R. Burton. 
Twenty-five Illustrations. 

Gleanings in Natural His- 
tory for Young People. Profusely 
Illustrated. 

Broken Purposes; or, the 

Good Time Coming. By Lillie 
MoNTFORT. Five page Illustrations. 

The History of the Tea-Cup ; 
with a Descriptive Account of the 
Potter's Art. By the Rev. G. K. 
Wedgwood. Profusely Illustrated. 

The Cliftons, and their Play- 

Hours. By Mrs. Cosslbtt. Seven 
Page Illustrations. 

The Lilyvale Cluh and its 
Doings. By Edwin A. Johnson, 
D.D. Royal i6mo. Seven Page 
Illustrations. 



Ned's Motto; or, Little by 

Little. By the author of * Faithful 
and True,* *Tony Starr's Legacy.' 
Six Page Illustrations. 

The Bears' Den. By £. JI. 

MiLLRR. Six Page Illustrations. 

A Year at Riverside Farm. 
B^'E. H. Miller. Royal z6mo. 
Six Page Illustrations. 

The Royal Road to Riches. 
ByE. H. Miller. FifteenI Ilustns. 

Maude Linden; or. Work- 
ing for Jesus. By Lillie Mont 
FORT. Four Illustrations. 

Oscar's Boyhood; or. The 

Sailor's Son. By Danibl Wise, 
D.D. Six Illustrations. 

Summer Days at Kirkwood. 

By E. H. Miller. ' Four Illustns. 
Holy-Days and Holidays; 
or. Memories of the Calendar for 
Young People. By J. R. S. Clif- 
ford. Numerous Illustrations. 



* Wee Donald* Series, 



An Old Sailor's Yam: and 

other Sketches from Daily Life. 

The Stony Road : A Talc of 

Humble Life. 

Stories for Willing Ears. 

ForBoyi. ByT. S. £. 



Stories fot Willing Ears. 

For Girls. By T. S. E. 

Thirty Thousand Pounds: 

and other Sketches from Daily Life. 

<Wee Donald': Sequel to 
* Stony Road.* 




Bt Ok Rc. j. Uaehat. Cn 
Columbus; or. The E 

totaj of Amnio. B;^ GsD 

Cmrrr. Sevtnl«n HlMiiaiiani 

CottMj or, The Diurovi 

nd (inquest of Mncica 



Granada; or. The Expulsion 

GKWa CubIt^. Seen IlK^tiori! 

James Moatgomeiy, Chris- 
dan Poer and PhQuthropKt. By 

The Father of Methodiam. 

A Sketch ol ihe Lik and Libnuis 
oftbeRo. Jcihs Woley, A.M. For 

YoODf pHiplr:. B7 Mn. OMSLITT. 

ScGo^ ZdiiioD, Qilaigcd. Forty- 



Tile Enriiahman's Bible : 
Ho- he G« it. i-a Wkr Ik Xcqa 
I i. Br Ret. loBH Bmn, ILA. 
Widi lluiwea UiEtnukn. 

I Home : and the Way to 

I !ttkc Hook MfPT- Br Ac Rcr. 
Oatid Hat. WMi Fnuiqiiecc. 
Helen Lealie; or. Truth and 
Emr- By AoEum. Wih Fnn- 

I Daniel Qnarm, and hii Re- 
I UaioiiB Nkioib. Flnt Scries. Qicep 
I MidiK. 

I Daniel Quonn, and hb Re- 

liniu Notim. Seond Sakv 
(Aeu £ditioa_ 

{ BoilifiDg Her House. By 



A Methodist Pioneer : Tbe 

tfodcB of tike Euly Hotoiy o( 
Hetliodi^is in tbe North of treland. 
By C. M. Ckkhbhame, M.A. 
A Pledge that Redeemed 

leeif. Br Saiiob. 



PRICE ONE SHILLINQ AND FOUKPBNCH. 
The Boatman's Daughter. A Narrative for the Learned and 
theUnleuwd. B]rlhoReT.A.BAUt>TT. Fc^l Svo. With R 



PRICE ONE SHILUNQ. 
Jlival i6mt. CUlk, tili UtUni. 

Mai^iys Christmas Box. 

By Ruth Eludtt. Snen IUibIi. 
Stories of Lore and Duty. 
For Bm ind Giili. 31 mints. 
Vig;nettes from English His- No Gains without Pains : 

" 'le Ret. JAHB YuHK. Tme Life fis tho Boyi. By H. C. 

riDio u~ Honoan Conqueror to " "-■" ' — 

Kesiy IV. TwantT'three Ilhstni. 

Lessons bom Noble Lives, 

and olba Stain. Tliitty^BB Ulio* 



PRICE ONE SBlLhOXG^-^aniimted. 



The Railway Pioneers; or, 

The Stoiy of the Stq>heii9ons, 
Father and Son. By H. C. Knight. 
Fifteen Illustrations. 

The Royal Disciple : Louisa, 

Queen of Prussia. By C. R. Hukst. 
Six Illustrations. 

Tiny Tim : A Story of Lon- 
don life. Founded on Fact. By 
F. Horner. Twenty-two Illustns. 

John Tregenoweth; His 
Mark. By Mark Guy Psarsb. 
Twenty-five Illustrations. 

' I*U Try ' ; or, How the 

Farmer's Son became a Captain. 
Ten Illustrations. 

The Giants, and How to 
Fight Them. By Dr. Richard 
NswTON. fifteen Illustrations. 

The Meadow Daisy. By 

LiLUB MoNTPORT. Numerous Illus- 
trations. 

Robert Dawson ; or. The 

Brave Spirit. Four Page Illustns. 

The Tarnside Evangel. 

By M. A. H. Eight Illustrations. 



B0i Rat ; A^ Story of Barge 
lifl; By Mark Guy Pbarsb. 
Kumerous Illustrations. 

The Unwelcome Baby, 

and what Became of Him ; with 
other Stories of noble Lives Early 
Consecrated. By S. Exxbn Grb- 
GORY. Nine Illustrations. 

Jane Hudson* the American 

Girl. Four Page Illustrations. 

The Babes in the Basket ; 

or, Daph and her Chai^ge. Four 
Page Illustrations. 

Insect Lights and Sonnds. 

Bv J. R. S. CUFPORD. Profusely 
Illustrated. 

Leaves from aMissionHouse 
in India. By Mrs. Hutchbon. 
Royal i6mo. Price zs. 

The Jew and His Tenants. 
ByA.D. Walkbr. Illust. 

The History of Joseph : for 

the Young. By the Rev. T. Champ- 
NBS8. Twelve Illustrations. 

The Old Miller and His Mill. 
By Mark Guy Pbarsb. Twelve 
Illustratioos. 



Incidents in my Bible-class : Records of Successhil Toil in 
Senior Bible-class Teaching. By C. R. Parsons. Foolscap 8vo. Price is 

William the Silent, Prince of Orange. A Biographical 
Sketch. By the Rev. J. W. Thomas. Foolscap 8vo. With Portrait. 

Life on the Waves; or. Memorials of Captain George 

Leonard. By the Rev. A. Lamglby. Wuh Illustrations. z8mo. 



PRICB NINEPENCB. 

Imperial sama, Cloth^ lUuminaUd, 



I. The Wonderful Lamp; and 

other Stories. ByRuTHELUOTT, 

Five Illustrations. 
a. Dick's Troubles ; and How He 

Met Them. By Ruth Eluott. 

Six Illustrations. 

3. The Chat in the Meadow : and 

other Stories. By Lilub Mont- 
fort. Six Illustrations. 

4. John's Teachers : and other 

Stories. By Lillib Montfort. 
Six Illustrations. 

5. Nora Grayson's Dream ; and 

other Stories. By Lillib Mont- 
fort. Seven Illustrati<ms. 



6. Rosa's Christmas Invitations ; 
and other Stmies. By Lilub 
Montfort. Six Illustrations. 



Ragged Jim*( 
other Ballads. 



's Last Song ; and 
By Edward 
Bailbv. Eight Illustrations. 
8. Pictures from Memory. By 

Adbunb. Nine IllustratioDS. 
o. The Story of the Wreck of the 
* Maria ' MaU Boat : with a 
Memoir of Mrs. Hincksman, the 
only Survivor. Illustrated. 

zo. Passages from the Life of 
Heinnch Stilling. Five Page 
Illustratioos. 




PRICE NINEPENCE^«//««A/. 



% 



XX. Little and Wise : The Ants, 
The Conies, The Locusts, and 
The Spiders. By the Rev. W. W. 
Newton. Twelve Illustrations. 

xa. Spoiling the Vines, and For- 
tune Telling. By the Rev. W. 
W. Newton. Eight Illustrations. 

X3. The Kingly Breaker, Concern- 
ing Play, and Sowing the Seed. 
By the Rev. W. W. Newton. 

14. The Fatherly Guide, Rhoda, 

and Fire in the Soul. By the Rev. 
W.W. Newton. Twelve lUnstns. 

15. Short Sermons for Little Peo- 

ple. By the Rev. T. Champnbss. 



x6. Sketches from my Schoolroom. 
Fsiir Illustrations. 

17. niary Ashton ; a True Story 

of Eighty Years Ago. Four 
Illustrations. 

18. The Little Prisoner; or the 

Story of the Dauphin of France. 

Five Illustrations, 
ig. The Story of an Apprsptice- 

ship. F.y the Rev. A. Langiey. 
20. Mona Bell; or, Faithful in 

Little Things, 
ax. Minnie Neilson*8 Summer 

Holidays, and What Came of 

Them. 



By 



The above are sold in Limp Qoth at Eightpbncb. 

PRICE EIQHTPENCE. 

The whole of the Twenty-one Ninepenny books {see preceding page^ are sold in 

Limp Cloth at Eightpence each. 

Christianity Compared with 

Popery : A Lecture. 
Death of the Eldest Son. 

Cesar Malan. 
Emily's Lessons ; or. Chapters 

in the Life of a Young Christian. 
Fragments for Young People. 
History of Joseph. By Agnes 

Bulmer. 
Jonathan Saville's Life. By the 

Rev. F. A. West. 
The Sunday Scholar's Guide. By 

the Rev. J. T. Barr. 



Precious Seed,and Little Soivers. 
i8mo. Four Illustrations. Gilt edges. 

Janie : A Flower from South 
Africa. By the Rev. R. Lamplough. 
x8mo. With Portrait. 

Freddie Cleminson: The Brief 
Story of a Blessed Life. By the 
Rev. T. M'CuLLAGH. i8mo. With 
Portrait, etc. 

Soon and Safe : A Word to the 
Young Folks. By the Rev. Simpson 
Crump. xSmo. Illustrations. 



PRICE SIXPENCE. 
Clothy Illuminated ^ and Coloured Frontispiece, 



X. A 



a. 



6. 

7. 
8. 

9* 
xo. 

XX. 

xa. 
13. 
X4- 



Kiss for a Blow: Stories 

about Peace and War. 
Louis Henrie; or. The Sister's 

Promise. 
The Giants, and How to Fight 

Them. By Dr. R. Newton. 
Robert Dawson; or, the Brave 

Spirit. 
Jane Hudson, the American 

Girl. 
The Jewish Twins. 
The Book of Beasts. Illust. 
The Book of Birds. Illust. 
Proud in Spirit. 
Althea Norton. 
Gertrude's Bible Lesson. 
The Rose in the Desert. 
The Little Black Hen. 
Martha's Hymn. 

The ahove are sold in Ornamental Stiff Covers at Fourpbkcb mcA. 



15. 
x6. 

S: 

xg. 

ao. 

ax. 
aa. 
as. 
a4. 

ag. 



Nettie Mathieson. 
The Prince in Disguise. 
The Children on the Plains. 
The Babes in the Basket. 
Richard Harvey; or. Taking 

a Stand. 
Kitty King : Lessons for Little 

Girls. 
Nettie's Mission. 
Little Margery. 
Margery's Gity Home. 
The Crossing Sweeper. 
Rosy Conroy's Lessons. 
Ned Dolan's Garret. 
Little Henry and his Bearer. 
Little Woodman and his 

Dog Caesar. 
Johnny : Lessons for Little 
Boys. 



WESLEYAN CONFERENCE OFFICE, 

2, CASTLX-SnSST, CXTT-BOAX); AND 66, PATBBVOeTBS-fiOW. 
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